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'of the Nature of Simony, 
what it is. 


S the great Deſign of the. 
"18 Son of God's coming 
| ] into the World, and 
, and giving himſelf to 
Death ,was to purchaſe and Puri- 

4 fe to himſelf a glorious Church, 
which might be holy without 

| A 2 blemiſh, 


Ll 
"lf of 


_ 
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| (4) 2 
blemiſh, ſpot, or wrinkle: fo it 
was no lets his Defign, to inti- 
mate, how” zealous he would 
be to have a glorious Purity 
maintain'd i his Church under 
the Goſpel, than-it was $0 te- 
prove the Fews Profanenels, that 
he took the Scaurge in his 
Hand, and with ſuch Authority 
drove out of the Temple the 
Buyers and Sellers, and over- 
threw the Tables of the Money= 
changers, and the Seats of them 
that fold Doves, fharply thus 

March. 21. rebuking them, It 7s writter, My 

13: Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of 
Prayer, but ye have made it a Den 
of Thieves ;, and charging them, 

Joh. 2.16. ſaying, Make not my Father' 
Houſe an Honſe of Merchavdif 
This was not done nor ſpoken 
meeriy in behalf” of the old 
Temple, whoſe Glory was noy 
tending to ms Period, and whete 
of ſhortly the Abominarion of 
Deſolation was to'take poſleſt- 

ke on; 


©.» 


on; but in behalf. of the Ghri-. - 


ſtian Church, and. with: /intuici- 
on to. that Purity- and. Holi-. 
neſfs which the Lord was to re- 
quire in his Spiritual, Temple, 
which was immediately. to; be 
ſet {ET WP, and to continue, to the. 
end of the World.. Wherefore, 
Orig n expounding theſe Words, 
Myſtict autez: "Templuns Dez 

Z Ecelefi Chriſts,, &c. By the 
_ ol God is » —— 


#4%* 45+» 


Vent 
poniny three kinds of covetous 
Perſons, who are to be account- 
ed unworthy to be im the- 
Church,,and Communion of the- 
Saints..." By the Buyers: and. Sel- 
lers are underſtood, ſuch as an 
mongſt Chriſtians, are taken. up 
about nothing but the Cares of 
Frading;for Worklly Gain : By 
the. Morey-rhawgers, . thoſe who. - 
haying the Charge of the Poor's 

2: Alms, 


Surer 
Marrh. 
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LEW 
Alins, do not acquit themſelves 
tairhfully, but miſ-employ: the 


 txme, orenrich themfelves there- 


by : And -by thoſe that fold 
Doves, are lignified the Bifhops 
and Prieſts, who 1cl}l the Gitts 
of the Holy Ghoft, and make 
Merchandiſe of Churches. And, 
than this hft,”- there 1s no Cor-. 
raption "more dangerous; - nor 
1s there more ted of watehing 
againſt any Evil, than to pre- 


ferve'the Church from the Im- 


purity of this S$:7#20nzacaÞ Mala- 
dy; which, ' when fuffered to 
creep in, confumes her very Vi- 
rals, by filling her Bowels with 
a corrapt. Prietthood : For, as 
tays Chiyfoſtomre, $3 Saceraotitm 
integrin fuerit, tote Beclefta flo- 
rot $- #- ayters corruptiine” frerit; 
tota fides marcida eft, © It the 
«Prieſthood be found,the whole 
* Church flouriheth: ; but, if 1t 
© be corrupt, then alt Faith arid 
* Religion | witheretlt -and'- dev. 

| ZN * caycth. 


(7) 


Wherefore, how long 


« cayeth. 
that "Spirit of Chritſt, ich 


made-the zeal of God's Houſe 
to cat him up, ' pofſeſſed the 
Governours ot the. Church, "it 
moved them to make very ſtrict 
and cautious Laws and Canons 
for ſtopping all thoſe Conduits 
whereby this Corruption might 
be fear'd to enter, and to inflict 
ſevere Cenſures upon ſuch as 
they found guilty of this ſin. 
But when that Primitive Fer- 
vour began to decay, arid the' 
Spirit of the World to take hold 
of the luke-warm Clergy, ther 
began Simzor Magnus again to fet 
up the Head, TDaliig animated 
by the ſecret' Favour Bf ſtrong 

Party in the Chitrch, of whont 
(thongh he' knew they woultt 
not avowedly own his Intereſt,) 
he was canftdent, they would 
prove clandeſtine Abertors of his 
Deſigns. ' And:this indeed is the 


lawentable Policy of 'this dege-+ 
nerate 


A 4 


Ch 
nerate Ages z.. wherein, thaugh, 
Mien pe alk pd 19 coſe bs 


quri 
bw2biecd ap Dern ag 
luch a Gy Dre ET may 


hrs ſerve,, LION x to deceive 
others, whoſs Sunplicity is; caſi- 
Iy, auld, bur 21G” to. Gi 


t dyes, ke t 
z7 themſelves. and make t 
t9.tho 


their own. Canſcicnces 
ol RET ma 


{)? 


baxye reſob to | na 08 6 rip 
the very cornens)of, the: Heart 
nd, ,Bows]s, of; this. Monſter, 
thee his Nakedneſs being diſc 
FF and his. leathſom, De- 

laid; open. /before. the. 


Qrld;;. thoſe: who have never 
La known, "vhar the: ſin. of | 


Simon y 


bg > 6 5 6. 1 bs 
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_ this ſti _in-an; eminent: degree ; 


(9) 

Simony is, may: learn to- under=- 
ſtand. it 4. athers; may: be : a-- 
ſham'd to give it any coun= 
tenance : -And:ſuclx as-have any 
way polluted: their: Conſctences-: 
with: the: guilt thereaf, may re-- 
pent of...tlhis their, Wickednels, - 
and. pry God, tipenhaps itimay- 
be: forgivern them, _ | IP 

 My-firſt, Work: then maſt be to: 
ſhew. what Szzozy, is. I truſt: 
1t: 1s; known to. moſt who: talk... 
thereof, that this: fin of: i$iony 
deriveth) 1ts: Name: from: Sizz022 
Magis;; yet muſt we: not. there-. 
fore: ſuppoſe;. that.it had-its firſt 
beginning from him; but thae.- 
we-read; ;Him- to: have: been: the - 
erft Authorthereofi inthe Chri-- 
ſtian Church; and:wasiguilty. of 


and:upenithis.account-it 4s; that: 
th.derives:its Denomination from- 
\ \Wherefore;. \by+'\ conſidering. 
what. the Each:o0f8 Symon Meons 
: A535 wag, 


( IS ) 
was,' we ſhall. the: more eafily/ 
define what the fan of - _— 
15. f 

We read in the 8th. Chapter 
of the AFs, that this Man was a: 
Sorcerer, or Magician, and there- 
tore. 1s. call d Simon Magur, but! 
whew the: People: : of Sairarit 


were Converted: to: the-Chriſti= 


Ld 


aft Faith, and Baptized by Phi- 
Lp, he embraced allo-the-Faith,, . 


and was Baptized->: 'And' when, 


upoa the: report. of the Converſi- 


On of the Samaritans; ithe:- Apo- 

Peter and Joh, came down 

_ from Feruſalexrto Confirmthem, 

whilſt he faw that by the Impo- 
frion:ofthe Apoſttes:Hands, the 
t0s:Grit of: the Holy\Ghoſt was. 

given5' he 'thereupow: offer'd 

AR 8. ro, them Money. faying;' Give: 26 
_ *2- alſo this :Power, #hat' onitwhomſ0s 
> eULY: Joy: Hants, ht DAYS FECCIUE: 
A the Holy Ghoſt.. But Peter fialdl 
ae: Nt Tan Mong peniff hit h 

ML eponfe tho haſt: ay" 

; 2 that 


oS + ) 
that. the Gift of God may: be "par- 
chaſed with Money. Thon' haſt 
zetther part vor lot in'this Mat-' 
ter ; for thy Heart is' not right 
77 the feht of " God. - Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedneſs, 
ani pray God, ' if perhaps* the 
thorght of thine Heart may be 
forgivere thee. "For 4 Percezve, that 
thor- art in the' Gall of Bitter- 
weſs, anal 7 the Foro Ini- 
ur y: pe: ee | 
Sn. Many - wy have rea thbſe 
Worls; think" an cafje mui" 
ter ts wipe-off the Guilt” of $3; 
0ny from 'themitlves;” hang 
fing that there is:na Siawomy, & 
the offering” to. bit: the cxtraor= 
dinaty Gife of 'the Holy: 
whitlr they deein?to- Rave bets, 
the: peculiar” Fat of Simon Ne 
gite;/ which: 'none, ' orr Rncells, 
cant. everſturnble: port. 'But*1 


riots, or 168 noti | 


\ 


\ 


( 12;) 
derſiand. the fame, max ealily aps, 
pax tQ.any who.lookyg more nar-. 
rowly imto,;and mare. {erigully. 
conlidereth. the Matter contain'd. 
theater. For it may be-evident-: 
Hy conduded.. From, Ach Words. 
ſixe, or offer to Bypz but, alſo: 
Selling,-:98,a Defire, on offer to- 


Sell; Ang not;only the. Buying, 


ar. Sebing'gt the. Gift of the Holy. 


Ghoſt, but alſo of other Spitir. - 


;2nd..Sacred; Things, whe 
haveafanity- SUSE, | is: here; 


Ae 2 Within 
:iOF-, J1444%, 


condemaged; and 
_ Predzcaryent 


£C%\ © 6 *P 7\ 
ITOOAY f, Of 15 f 


© bs OY not - FEE Buyinge, But: 


01. 3;Defire,, os. ofter;. tq) 
S$Las well gl a8-39-Bugc195 BxQ; 
canadcemned, 115 
that Peter here 


3" ManeNs now 


Li A&I 
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amd offering, to; buy, Row it 


not have been. as findul, in Sjavem. 
Peter, if he. ſbould have ſtxuck 
in, with Sizon Magas- | in, the- 
bargain, , ang fthould. have of- 
ferd to.ſell. what.could.not. be: 


bought 2. , And. had. Sigvart Res © 1/ 
Ight it npt- 


Fer. made: the, offer, mi 
haye;/been-as jalthy. ta: him; 
Thy. Money: pereſh , mith- thee, che 


cauſe. they: beſo theaughs.: thanthe 
| Gifs þ On. be fold; for 


Loney 2: '2dig, "Becauſe: it-rap- 
pears te: have: hean. the Deſi igr 
of Sewn Meu 39 by buy:this Gift, 
$i ſeing; the dame again, 

2d waking EANOR: there 
96 he: might, make ' his owai 
Gaan 2, For: ſeeing;the: .hapeaf 
in by: his Sexcaries, Whers* 
with; he: bad. bewuiched the Se- 
TINA ok. 6 Jong : time, was, 
now £083; :heing:t donhs; ins 


|. endadte. wake tlie giving\'of:be 
 Haly: 4; gainkal: Txade fod 
ei: 


theretore\ afcred 


210008 & : Money 


"TX - 
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ws 


Homtt. 4» 
in Evang. 


In AR. 8. 


( T4 


Money for this Power ;"U: de- 


terins venderet quod mal: e compa- 
rifſet's as ſays Gregory, *< That 
« what he ha wickedly bought, 

< he might more wickedly {el} 

Volebat en emere poteſtatem, Ee. 
fays Nicolaus *de Lyra: * For 
<« he would' buy the'-Power' of 


- © grving the Holy Ghoſt; "with 


the Sullers, Gehazitos 5; Yee'W 


< an intention of purchaſi 08 


* Gain thereby : Wherefore the 
«.Viee'of Simony,  wheteby any 


« Man folls-or:beys thiries. Spi- 
©. ritual,-derives/ics Narne from 
© hin! For ſeeing he thought 


it coutd” be bought,” conſequent- 
ty -heithought allo, .it ' could be 
foId> and {o''the:' Thought of 
Selling coms:as well to bs cor 
demn'd hi” as/ of” Biiyshg' g 
_ the one is no lefs- the ſihiof 
2y than theother: Sothats. 
mide ſome Have: mp 

_ A Selling f the G | 
be:Gebazss/fihiiand: Ae ea 


belongs 


"OI 


{ *%, 
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_ (IE? 
belongs, tio 165 than the Buying, 
to the ſin} of Simoie-Magrs ; and! 
ſo they may as well be called Si-! 
ZONAL ks. - 

| And that not only the buying 
or-{elling of the Gift of the Holy 
wor bur! alfo- of: other Suered 
Spiritual things which have: 
affinity therewith, is here con- 


demn'd, and comes within the 


predicament of S$3-79x's fin, may 
tufficiently appear - from! the 


Text 5 and-that two ways.' i!” 


Firſt, Tt may appear fromthe 
ground and ''reafon' whereupon 
the Apoſtle condetnns this pur- 
poſe: of Simon Magne, and that 
was; 'becaufe he 'thongh# that the! 
Gift- of God contd: 5 purthaſed: 
with: Month * 'So that whilſt Ks 
condemns him. for- offering, 't 
buy -the.Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon-this account; that'it is hd 
Gift of Gody he exblides) wha? 
is/the« Gift) of! God: from beitig? 
-—_— of Merchandiſe, or 
Matter 


Ft! 
LE | 


£16) 
Matter that.can'come under buy 
ing.os {elling 4... And, fo; it ap» 


pears,there are-ather things be- 
tides this particular extraordinge 


Gift oft the Holy Choſt, which 
Rong \wauld.; have. bought ; 
which, becauſe theyrare the Gift 
Mn (GapnQ., be. "hanght 18 


Yet, arenetthe Words fo-ges 
nerally- to: be. extended. as: thay 
they toald :be-; underſtood; ita 


comprehend. zndan thisSentenes, 


2t:Gifts which: eome: from: the 
Hand--afi-God:;-but ! it is to be 
confidered; that things: Fem 
ral' and; Secular, which, God: 2 
Pleaſed: te: beſtow in: common; 


gon the lafidel, as well a9 upan 


the Beheyer;[ pon thaſt/withe 
out,. a4: well as;upon; thoſe-with- 
inthe Chuck, asHauſes, Riches, 
kbnd,:iBaiment;::*c; ' arer.the 
Gif bGads.and yes chat chaſe 
things maybe -and:iboaghe; 
and s purge 


LID 
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C x7 ) 
is no doubt; becauſe, though 
ey. DE. rincipally. fram, the 
Hand of_ God, as the Author 
and Giver of: (hrs good thing , 
ye, in regard. they are..con- 
monly. attained. by ordinary 
Means, and are the . Fruits. of 
Hymane : Induſtry,.-'as; God, is 

Easd t9 bleſs thy Yonge Sina 
ore he alloweth - them. to be 
made the ; {ET of ES 
| 


povlr Gifts Hoe Fe reſerjed 
ſtowed.ypon: his Church, 
» PX cial. Perſons unto;whom he 
is pleaſed to diſpenſe them; and 
are ſuch as have affinity with, 
or, relation to that.. Gift whi 
giveth the ground and occaſion | 
of the Apoſtles Words, to. wit, of | 
Tac 


(18) 
the Holy Ghof > and ſuch are 
only Spiritzal, or Szcred Things. 
And. that it may appear, that 
theſe, in regard of” this Relati- 
on, are more peculiarly the Gifts 
of God, and fo not ſubject to 
buying or ſelling; it, 1s to be 
conſider'd, That Sacred and Spt 
ritual Things are ſuch, either ex 
ſua natutra, of their own nature; 
or, ex ifiitutione Divina, by 
God's Ordinance and Appoint- 

Sore things ate” Spiritual of 
their own nature; © ſuch are, all 
the Graces and Gifts of the 'Ho- 
ly-Ghoſt, whether ordimary of 
Fry : [And theſe are 
called the Gifts of God; becaule, 
as his peculiar Gifts, they- art 
given and-beſtowed by the Spi- 
rit of God, according as in his 
Wiſdom he is pleaſed to dil- 
penſe the ſame for the good of 
his Church.” And thus'the Apo» 
{ile Par! calleth all theſe Charrſ- 


214ta, 


(497) | 
ata, mentioned by him, r Cor. 


. 


« | 12. the Gifts of Ged;; ſaying, 
th Now there are are of Gifts, 1 as _ 
= | but the ſame Spirit.” For to onet,"” ", 


S Þ| zs grver by the Spirit, the Word 
0 ff of Wiſdom: to another, the Word 
e | of Knowledge by the ſame Spirit 
- | to another, Faith by the ſame Spi- 
x Þ it"; to another, the' Gifts of Heal- 
; | 77g by the ſame Spirit; to another, 
y || the Working of Mpracles ;, to ano- 
= | ther, Mic ryue > to another, a 
| eerning of Spirits ;; to another, di- 
f | verr f's h 

i} ther, the Interpretation of Torigues;; 

- | But all theſe worketh, that one 

rf ard the ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing 

'© | to every Man ſeverally as he 
A—_ oo SSIS. 074. 
7E 
f- 
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Kinds of Tongues \, . to anq- 


- Some things again are reckon- 
ed\ Spiritual, becaufe they are 
fuch by the Ordinance and Ap- 
pointment, of God ;, and -that 
two. ways * *'Some* things are 
fuch, 'as. being Inſtruments and 
Means appointed 'by God for 
LT IETE working 


(202): 


working ſpiritual Effe&ts: Thus 


the: Word, and the. Sacraments, 


-» , and the Offices in. the Church, 


F, 


* .>2Nc of Nocation, Ordination, 


"and; Authority to: diſpenſe the 
{ame, and to exerciſe theſe Sa- 


ren. thay Ko 1, 


ET . 


cred and Spiritual Offices, are ſet 
apart as things Sacred and Sp 


Gifts of Gad, becauſe they are 


given of God and his Spirit, as 
TUE. ber hg . work 
eth >, 26,9ur Saviaur ſaid to. hy 
Fatlies, of hi ciples,.-F 


RAIK%AO 
St \And:as: the 


of-.him; When he. aſcended ap.ou 


high, be led Captivity captine, au 
gave Gifts unto Men. --=-- | 

he. gape. ſore; Apoſeles,; aug, ſome 
Props at, and. ſonie | Evangelifl 
aud fome Paſtors and 'Teachars, 


far the perfeFing of the Saints, for 


the. wark, af the Miniſtry, for ( the 
edifying... of the Body of - Chriſt 
Same things again, are by God's 


_ Apponnt-J 


 &, tho, 
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Appoirttment: reckoned Spiritual; 


as being conjoin'd and Sane 
to'Sacred and Spiritial Things, 
as Miniſteries and Helps thereto. 
Thus things ſet apart and-dedi- 


cated to Holy and Spiritual Uſes, 


and for the ſupport and maith- 
tamance of Spiritual Offices,with 
the Rights and Titles thereto; 
though in their ownnature they 
be things Temporal, yet, in re- 
gard of this'connexton-to- Sp1- 


£$22#@7z7 


ritual 'Things, they ene of 


x lays claim to, 
ſeals them as his peculiar Gifts » 
Thus the Lord'calls the Obtari- 
ons, TS, Eirſb-Frufts, ay 
Devoted. ings,ſet apatt apatt/forthe 
Prieſts and: Levites;” his* Gifts z 
ſaying exprefly more than once, 
1 have. gioen (them unto-yoh. | 3? 
Now althefeSph iritiaP TOMS ? 
get "they" aþe\ Freh CR 
ſyfathre, br: Ai By et 
_—_ "Eiffirition's? 6 


_ 


Numb. 18. 
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are (as the Canoniſts lay, ) bs 


debits materia emptionis & ven: 
ditionis'; an. improper” Matter 
for buying and ſelling, . being 


- the peculiar Gifts of God, which 
. cannot. be ſubjected to Merchan- 


diſe z, and the buying: or. ſelling 
whereof, hath ſuch attinity with, 
and comes ſo within the predt- 


cament of the Sin of S:#:0z2 Ma- 


gus, that, whoſoever 1s guilty 
theregf, .may be ſaid to be guil- 
ty.of buying or. ſelling the Ho: 
ly Ghoſt; in regard. he buys or 
{1s theſe. Gifts which are of fo 
near a. relation to the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and wherein whoſoever 
offers to bargain, offers to-put. an 
Afﬀeront. upon God angd{his bleſ- 
ſed. Spirit, 'whoſe peculiar. Gifts 
they are, and whoſe Privilege 
it is to give them; . ſo, as Bon- 
aventare lays. T1 right y, Donm 


Dez inigreviabils fo e ſub zretio po "& th 


Jacit contumelians. Spiritus 
< Git 


« He that, ſubje&ts the inv 


nes tit, Ah ond fend bebe ot (oY 52 ori AFRNA A © ” ww pa as A, , Y 


F 


ws. we Wo .O50 


T7, *' ar” 
ss - 


-” 


( 23 ) 
« Gift of God to a Price, doth 
<« put a Reproach upon the Ho- 
« Iy Ghoſt. | 
.2dly, It is a known Rule, 
That in expounding the Law of 
God, under the prohibition of 
any one Sin, it..1s to be under- 
ſtaod, that all Sins of the ſame 
kind, whether more or leſs hai- 
nous ; and alſo, all things which 
are the proper Miniſtries, Helps, 
Occaſions, . Acceſlaries, and In- 
ducements thereto, are prohibj- 
ted and condemn'd. , As. in the 
ſeventh Commandment, under 
the Prohibition of Adultery,For- 
nication.and all kind of Whore- 


doms are forbidden ;. and more- 


over, the company of .Whores, 
unclean Communication, , ''Sur- 
feiting , Drunkenneſs, making 
proviſion for the Fleſh, and all 
things whatſoever may occaſion, 
or diretly miniſter ,to ſuch a 
lin, are prohibited and condem- 
ned. So then, whilſt Simon Ma- 

; D ps 
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g#4 is condemned by the Apoftle 
tor offering Money for the Git 
of the Holy. Ghoſt, not. only 


under this, 1s to de underſtood 


the buying or fling of that'ex- 
fraordinety Gift of the Hol: Ly Ohoft 
for which he intended 7 bit- 
gan; but 'alſo, all bargaitrin 
for other 'Surred ant Tg 
Thzogs, and for what are the tn- 
— and Miniſteries there- 
oy LOSSY on that 'accorltit 
Spirit.) 7 coridertmed, 
avbeing mm the ſame Predicament 
with the fit 0f. $52-09, ' in Thb- 
jefting - theſe - Spiritnal Thin 
- and {elting, whi 
are” the: 
Merchandiſe. DS EY 
Thus Harbin Keen what ths 
fin of Simon Magu 5 WAS ; and ha- 
vin ores Sid cleared from 
the Words'of the Apoſtle, what 
i eomprchended WIG Hh Bun 


we-may the 'more catily cane 
hone wi Gy ns 


Jace of 


The | 


T HE 
CONTENTS. 


Chap. I. F the Nature of Sl- 
mony, what it 2s. 


"= I 
Chap. II. Of the ſeveral Ways 
whereby the Guilt of Simony 
may be incurr'd in the Entrance 


upon a Spiritual Office. p. 35. 


—. IMA none — CF. 2.0 
= Chap. INT. How Simony 1s prat- 


ſed in the Adminiſtration of a 
Spiritual Office. , P- 73 


Chap. IV. Of the Heinonſneſs of 
the Sin of Simony, Pp. 98 
Chap. V. Whether they are to be 
reputed the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
who enter by Simony ? P. 122 
Chap. 


The Contents. 


O IEG 6 2s 


Chap: VI. -4 Warning to-Yome 


Men, in reference to their En- 
| try upon Spirttual Offices in the | 

Church. p. 1538 |} * 
| Chap. VIE. -A Word of Wiruing | © 
! to Patrons. | p. 182 N= 


Chap... VIII. An - hamble Advice 5 
. to'Þiſhops and Governours of || : 
© the Church. 1: +11 11 pong 


. 
Ls x M « - 
Pn” ou _ BS. s * » - C 
: \ , £4 /y i 
" . F þ « : @. } X 
---'Y *& o wy : » . Þ . * 


( 25 ) 
The common Definition there- 
of, given by the School-wzen and 
Canoniſts, is, That it is, Studzoſe Thom. 224; 
voluntas, ſeu cupiditas, emend: x nts 
vel vendend; Spiritualia, vel Spi- 
ritualibus annexa: © A \{tudious 
« or earneſt Will, or Deſire of —— 
« buying or- ſelling Spiritual Sent. Diſt. 
« Things, or Things annexed to 25: At 1: 
« Spiritual Things. But, becauſe oy 
this defines S7#20zy only as it 1s c—_ 
in the Aﬀection ; though it may in Decrer. 
indeed by conſequence reach it _—_— 
in the external Action and Ef- nia. cap. r. 
fect ; yet in regard it exprefſeth 
not the ſame; I find the Canoniſts 
therefore give alſo another De- 
Þ finition thereof, calling it, Pa@io cc. 
K circa Sprritualia, aut Sprritualibus Greg. 9. 
annexa © | © A Paction, or Bar- —— 
« gain about Spiritual Things, Gap. 5. 
*or Things annexed to Spiri- 
*tual Things. But this again, 
reacheth only the Effect, whilſt 
the Guilt of Simozy may be in- 
curr'd in the Aﬀe&ion and En- 
B deavour, 


( 26) 
deavour, though it never come 
in Efte&t to a Paction or Bar- 
Bain; as it was in the caſe of 
Simon Magus himſelf, who was 
guilty in the Thought of his 
Heart, and in the Offer of hi - 
Money, but did- effeCtuate no-fÞ | 
thing. Wherefore, 1t may more 
tally be defined thus:  S$70m 
eſt peccatum circa Spiritualia, qu 
*mpretiabile De: Donum ſub 'pre 


. 
4 
1 
f 
tio ' portituir 5 Simony is a Sint t 
V 
O 


hont Spiritual Things, whereby the 
wroaluable Gift of God is put und 
4 Price, or' ſubjeFed' to Merchan- 
diſe. And this Definition dott 
include both the former z de 
cauſe, : whether it be by 'a real 
Pattion; that one 'btys' 'or' ſel 
Spititual' Things s- or, whetheſ 
.it bein Aﬀe&ion; or, that by Eng. 
deavour, he expreſſeth his Aﬀeq 
dion to do fo ; whether 1t bq. 
by Deed; or whether it-be'by 
Defire, he proſtitutes ' to' "Met, 
chandiſe the Gifts of Got, which 

| hm | cannoq | * 


C87) 
'cannot be priz'd. As likewile, 
under the name of Spiritual 
Things , ''this - comprehendeth 
theſe which the” tormer !De- 
{criptions call Things annexed -to 
Spiritual - Things 5 ' becauſe, by 
Virtue of 'thar Annexation -or 
Connexion, (as I have ſhewed) 
they beeorne, through | GotYs 
Appointment, Sacred and. Spit 
tual. And this Definition may 
be well gathered from'the Text; 


which -holds* out; 'that::the Sift 


of Simron wats about a 1 thing 


Spiritual, The Gift of the Holy 


Ghoſt -' And, that-his Treſpaſs 
thereabout was, That that "Gift 
'of God which could: riot be vit- 
Jued; -nor purchaſed [with Sums 
of. Money; he would have 'ſab- 


=] þ 3&ed: to 'a Price, and- offered 


1'Money for-it. And. all Srmony 


qdeing but the tranſcript 'of His 


*Sifi,* 1t may; 'then Lach be thus 
{ defined." 1720 


'"B: * TELe. Aid 
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And hence it is evident, :T hat 
all buying, or (elling, or bargain- 
ing about Spiritual Things, whe- 
ther they be ſuch in their own | 
Nature, ( as all the Gifts and 
Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, whe- 
ther ordinary or extraordinary,, 
or whether they be ſuch by Dt 
vine: Inſtitution ; .,and that et 
ther as Inſtruments and Means 
for working Spiritual Effedts, (as 
the Word, the Sacraments, - the 
Spiritual Offices -in the Church, 
Vocation, Ordination,. Authors 
ty. to exerciſe . theſe Offices, and 
the. Exerciſe or Adminiſtration 
of Spiritual Things thereby; ) 
or as' Minifteries and . Helps to 
-Spiritual [Things 3- ( as Thing 
Conſecrated and Deyoted,; - apd 
Benefices and Maintainances ſt 
apart for the utility and ſuppott 
.of Spiritual Offices, with - ti 
. Preſentations, Rights and, Titles 
thereto, ec.) All buying,; 0 
: Ying, or bargaining (I un 
Ou 


nd 1 LJ]. A papal BA 4 FA &aco cc i... .c. re Np 
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about any of theſe things, 1sS:-- 
#19ny, and a grievous Sin 1n the 
fight of God, in that it doth 


| put toa Price theſe Gifts of God, 


which are not the ſubject of 
Merchandiſe. 
That buying or {clling'of any 
of theſe things, Glaveof the laſt 
kind )- falls under: the: Sin.of Sz- 
#0ny;' is ſcarce doubted.by any- 
But, as for the Matters of Bene- 
fices, and: Church-maintainances, . 
and things ſet. apart. to ſerve 


Spiritual Offices; there be many © 


whoſe Intereſt prompts then ta. 
cavil upon that Subje&t:. And, 
becauſe theſe things are in their. 
own Nature things Temporal], 
therefore they are bold to argue, 
Fhat all ſuch things, with their 
Rights and Preſentations, and. 
Titles thereto, may be bought 
and fold ; at leaſt, the buying . 
or ſelling thereof, falls not un- - 
der the Guilt of Sony. But; 


| hereunto I Anſwer: 


B 3 Firſt; 


(.30 ) 
Firſt, It we confider thefe 
_ things 1n- their own: Nature, as 
teparate from the Spiritual Office 
and Uſe to which they are ap- 
pointed; they be things Tempo- 
ral indeed, and fo are vendible ; 
yet, by Virtue of the Annexati- 
on and Dedication to the, Minis 
{tery- of ſuch-an Office, they: be- 
come things Spiritual; and ſo not 
Vendible:: For this altereth the 
Nature: thereof. Even as the 
Bread and: Wine: in the Encha- 
riſt; are initheir : owt Nature, 
and whil{t feparate from the Sa- 
crament, things Temporal, and 


may be bought and fold 3 but, 


when by Confecration, they are 
ict: aparr tor that ſpiritual and 
facred: Uſe of [the Sacrament, 
they change the Nature of Tem- 
poral Things, and are no more 
Vendible. Thus things Devo- 
ted, before they were Devoted, 
were but Temporal; and fo 
Vendible : But, | being : once 

| Devoted, 


T9) 
Devoted, they could not ſo muclx 
as be dhtered, or changed ; the 


Lord himſelf hath ſaid, Ez ery. Levit. 27% 
Devoted Thing #5 0ſt boly unto 10, 28. 


the Lord. 
24ly, Whatſoever Hein 
or ch things as miniſter to 
Spiritual Offices and Uſes, may 
be, as to the Matter ; yet, in re- 
card: of- their Connex1on- ( as I 
have ſaid, ) they become Spirt- 
tual, as being Confecrated and 
Devoted to God; ſo as no Mer- 
chandiſe can be made thereof, 
without Uſurpation upon. God's 
Right, and Violation done to- 
his Divine Majeſty, in regard he 
hath avouched theſe things as 
Sacred and Holy to himſelt ; as 
is evident in the 27th Chapter 
of Leviticus, where the Lord aſ- 
ferteth his Propriety in the 
things Devoted, and in the 
Tythes ſet apart, for the Main-- 
tainance of the Prieſts:and Ee- 
vites,ſaying, of every ſuch thing, 
B 4 j/ 


Os 


42 


Levit. 27. It is moſt holy unto the Lord. 


28, 3%. 


So that, whoſoever tranſadts by 


way of buying or felling, tor 


Benefices, or any part of the 
Church-livings, or Stipends de- 
dicated for the Miniftery of Spi- 
ritual Offices, cannot ſhun to 


incur the Guilt, either of S7:0- 


2y or Sacrilege. If it be done 
meerly in contemplation of the 
Benefice, without intuition to 
the Office, but only that the 


Buyer may enjoy the Church- 


Revenue, without any purpoſe 
to exerciſe or diſcharge the Of- 
fice to which - it is annexed ; 
he who either buyeth or ſelleth 
a Benefice fo, becomes guilty of 
groſs Sacriledge, in that he diſ- 
Jjoineth and ſeparateth what God 
hath. join'd together, and comes 
under that Increpation and 


Curſe.uttered from the Mouth of 


the Lord by Malachy, againſt 
thoſe that rob God, ſaying, 


Mal. 3.2, Will a Man rob God? yet ye 


have 


> > My MM kk. => 
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have robbed me. But ye- ſay,: 
Wherein have we robbed thee @: 

In Tythes and Offerings. © Te- 

are curſed with a Curſe : for ge- 

have robbed me ; even this whole.- 
Nation : And is liable to that-. 
Woe,which is denounced againſt : 

thoſe that eat the Fat, and clothe on Set 
themſelves with the Wool, but feeds.” © 

uot the Flock. But if a Man make. - 

any fach Bargain in order  to--- 

the Office, intending, that in :: 
regard of the Connexion. that 

the Benefice hath with the Of- - 

fice, by a Title to the one; the . 


Buyer may come to: the other; 


he 1s guilty of Szz-ony + AS when 
one buyeth a Preſentation-:or-:- 
Title to a Benefice, whereby he - 


may come. to be inveſted with -; 


a Spiritual Office, and ſo having - 


Jthe Office may enjoy the Bene- - 


fice; whoſoever doth fo, -in- - 
curs this Guilt ; becauſe, he not + 
only buys a Benefice, which - 
( being annexed to a Spiritual : 

| By Office } ; 


Cal 


Office )) 1s. Spiritual and Sacred, 


as being a thing. whereunto God 
lays a Clatm of Propriety 3 but 
alſo,. by that Bargain, he comes 
to be inveſted with 2 Spiritual 
Office. ' And therefore, 

' 34ly, With good Reaſon I 
may fo ay, That whoſoever buys 
or: {clls a Benefice,, or Preſenta- 
con thereto, buys and: fells 
the Office alſo : For it is a known 
Maxim, Canſa cauſe, eſt cauſa 
cauſati > © That which 1s the 
«<Caute of the Caulc, is.the Caule 
* alfo of the Effect. Now the 
Money which the Buyer pays 
ta the Seller, is the Caufe which 
PTOCULES the. Preſentation : the 
Preſentation procures OQrdins 
tion, and Ordination the Office; 
anc fo the Money anfwereth all; 
and being the Cailſe of the Pre- 
fentation, .is the Cauſe alfo © 
the Ofhce, which without” the 
Prefentation is not - attain. 
Wherefore Lombard fays well 


T-©z 


Qnijquis horum alterum vendit, Lib. 44 
d | ſee quo: alternm non habetur, neu- | 
tf trum znvenditunm derelinquit © 
S | © Whoſoever fells the one of 
lf © theſe things, without which. 
« the other 1s not enjoy'd, leaves- 
Tj < neither of them unſold. - And. 
$| what is ſaid, I fuppoſe, may be. 
{ufficient to make any Perfon. 
who pretends to Religion, bluſh, 
to plead in behalf. of ſuch Simo- 


nlacal. 'Tranſactions.. 


ud = —_— A 4 — 


CHAFE Ik 


Of the ſeveral Ways whereby 
the Guilt of Sumony. may 
be-incurr'd in the Entrance: 


upon a Spiritual Office. 


HAT the buying and ſel-- 
ling, or the. making: Mer-- 


chandife of. Sacred.and. Spiritual. 
Ehings, 


C90 3 


Things, is the fin of Simony, I | 


have thewed ;, and how hainous 
a fin it 1s, I ſhall afterwards 
( God willing,) more fully ſhew. 
Only, before I proceed, I cannot 
tell, 1f I ſhall need to warn, That 
howſoever, it was Money that 
Si20n Magnus offered, and that 
it was for this that the Apoſtle 
condemn'd him, that he thought 
the Gift of God could be pur- 
chaſed with Mozey; that none 
therefore fuppole, ( for I think 
none ſo ignorant as to ſuppoſe 
ſo, ) that the Guilt of Sz0xy 
cannot be incurr'd, unleſs Mo- 
z1ey be told in the bargain : But, 
whereas many other things may 
be commenſurate by Mozey ; and 
there be much Merchandizing, 
and many ſorts of Tranſactions 


in buying and ſelling, where | 


things of other Species come 1n 
the room of Moxey, and become 
the Price of what is bought and 
ſold: Therefore every gainful 
Tranſact- 


—_ — Way hes2R DS aa > oo . om Py ©. .:., am 
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| Tranſa&ion, and every Compa&t 


or Bargain, whereby any thing 
is yielded, given, or received, as 
a Price intended for the pur- 
chaſe of Spiritual Things, is a 
Sinful and Simoniacal buying 
and ſelling thereof, no leſs than 
if Money were paid for the 
ſame. And whereas, there be 
many ways whereby the guilt 
of this Sin may be incurr'd , 
that every one who fears God, 
and hath zeal for his Church, 
may keep their Hands undefil'd 
therewith, I ſhall here lay be- 
fore their Eyes, the ſeveral ways 
whereby Men may chance to 
{ſplit thereupon ; at leaſt, I ſhall 
ſet down ſo many ways thereof, 
as unto which all others may be 
ealily reduc'd ; and within the 
compaſs whereof, he who is 
any way guilty, ſhall find him- 
ſelf either explicitely or impli- 
citely included. 


It 


(39 ) 

| It is. then to. be conſidered, 
That the guilt of S;zz0y may 
be. incurr'd, either by a merce-: 
nary Entrance into a Spirttual 
Office, or by. a mercenary Exer- 
ciſe or Adminiſtration of Spiritu- 
al Things in that Oftice. As 
to the Entrance upon a Sacred: 
or Spiritual Office, Men may in- 
cur this Guilt, either as. Princt- 
pal Agents, or as Abettors and 
Enftraments therein, and parti- 
cipant with: them. | 

Thoſe who come firſt under 


our View, are the Principal A+ 


gents: And a Man as ſuch, may 
meur this Guilt three ways x 
to wit, either 222 afetu, in the. 
inward AﬀeCtion ; or. 1 conatu; 
m.- the Endeavour z, or 22 effecfr, 
i the external Effect or Deed: 
Firſt, There is a Guilt of 
2ny, in affetu, in the. Aﬀection 
or Wiil; when a Man hath an- 
inward. Deſire or. Purpoſe of 
Heart, and. Intention; Fe to; 
uy 


C0 


buy or ſell any Sacred. Office, or 
Spiritual Thing, by any Com- 
pat or Condition for Money, 
or any thing anſwerable there- 
to. And therefore ( as I have 
tald before ) it is: defin'd by the 
School-meri and Canoniſts, to be 
Stadioſa woluntas, vel cuprditas, 
@*c. © An earneſt WuYll. and De- 
<« fire of buying or felling Spt- 
< ritual Things. And this very 
Deſire and Purpoſe in the Heart. 


| of Siam Magas, did the Apoltle 


Peter look upon as fuch: a fan, 
that he uttered agamſtit this ve- 
ry *ncrepation, Thy Money periſh 
with thee, becauſe thou haſt thought, 
that the Gift of God: may be pur- 
chaſed with Money. —-- And, 
Thy Heart 1s not right in the feghk 
of God. And therefore, tt 15 
rightly obferved by the Caro- 


ſts, That Intentio facit homme Bernard. 


Srmonacutm:s © The Intention 


* renders a Man guilty of Sz22- Greg. g. 
© 2. 3 do not fay, That the eo 


Deſire 
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Deſire or Purpoſe of the Heart 


to have a Spiritual Office, is et- 


ther Sizzozy or Sin: For, the 


i Tim.1.3- Apoſtle Paul ſaith, 1F a Mar de- 


fire the Office of a Biſhop, he deſe- 
= a ke Work: But, to 7 
ſire to come thereto in the way 
of Bargaining, or by Bribery, 
that is the Sin; that by a pre- 
poſterous way, he will buy from 
the Hand of Man what he ſhould 
wait for from the Hand of God. 
And a Deſire to enter thus, be- 


| fore God open the Door, is, no 


doubt, for an evil end, and with 


an Eye more to Preferment or 


Gain, than to God's Glory. 
2dly, The Guilt of Szory 
may be 1ncurr'd 7 Conatu expri- 
mente affetum, 11 the Endeavour, 
whereby the Aﬀection or Defire 
is expreſſed or manifeſted. And 
thus, whoſoever ufe any Endea- 
vours to purchaſe by Money, 
Bribes, or ſuch unlawful Means, 
a Place, or Office in the Church; 
ar 
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or to procure a Preſentation, 
Title, or Order thereto, ( whe- 


ther theſe Endeavours produce 


the effect of their Defire, or 
not, ) they are guilty of Sz6- 
zy, whether they be the Buy- 
ers or the Sellers. It was but 
2 fruſtraneous Endeavour that 
$5104 uſed, when he offer d the: 

Apoſtles Money ; it was neither - 
accepted, nor did he thereby at- 
tain his end ; yet was he there- 
fore condenmn'd by- $7420 Peter. 
And it was but in vain, that 


Korah conſpir'd with Dathan Numb. 16. 


and Abiram: by Force- and Tu- ” 
mult, to be poſleſſed of the 
Prieſt's, Office ;z and yet, not on- 
ly did Moſes rebuke him for it, 
but the Lord alſo by a viſible 
Judgment condemn'd. the At- 
tempt. And whoſoever uſe ſuch 
Endeavours, their Heart 1s not 
right in the ſight of God. Hence 
It is, that all Offers, Promiſes, 
Conditions, CompaQs, Inſinua- 
tions, 


Conc1l. 
Toler. 4. 
Can. 8. 


Bernard. 


Compiſt. 
in Decret. 


Greg. 9. 


De S1mI3- 
14a. cap.12, 


$4« 
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tions, Force or Fraud, and all 
{ubdolous. Arts and Machinati: 
ons, whereby. Men aſpire to 
Sacred Offices, or go. about to 
abtain the ſame, being fuch En- 
deavours as do expreſs their in- 
ward Simoniacal Afﬀection and 
Deſire, are--juitly condemn'd as 
01013. As by the 4th Coun- 
cal of Toledo, They are con 
demn'd as unworthy of the 
Prieftly Office, -2xz. Honorem it 
lum mmuneribus obtinere motinn: 
tur > © Who'do but endeavour 


- <tq obtain that Honour by Giftz 


And the Canoniſts determing, 
That Solz promijſeo eft Simoniaz 
The Promiſe alone is. 9720ny.; 
and- that: no - Offer, or. PaCtion, 
or Condition in Spiritual Things, 
is free from - this Vice. And 
therefore Athalaricus, that Ge 
thick King of Italy, about the 
Year 531. having by that Edi# 


of the Marble Table, condemns 


Sizeony > He doth alfo, by bi 


confir-l- 
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confirmation of the. Decree of Epiſt. aq 
the Senate againſt it, condemn {;Concil. 
to thoſe as Simoniacal Perſons, who Tom. 2. 
to ſhould be found res ambitus, *** *: 
4 F cuilty of going about, or ambi- 
1-Itioully compaſling, or by frau- 
nd qulent Machinations ſtudying 
aFto enter upon Places in the 
IN-J Church, and denounceth them 
Mt fInfamous. So then, whoſoever 
hefſhould go about to invade an 
-E Office in the Church, by ſuch 
"ri ways as Vigilans. did the Papal 
LI Chair, who, by Calumny and 
Force, extruded his Predecefior 
Nh Sieerms, and. by diſhoneſt Pro- 
43] miſes made to Theodora Auguſta, + 
J:Jof Favour to an Heretick, got 
I bimſelf Promoted;;- or by fuck 
| an Artifice, as BenediFns Caje- 
ndf tarns ( called afterwards Bori- 
3-1 face the Eighth, ) went about to 
hef mount to the ſame Place, whilſt 
it by a. counterfeit Voice tran(- 
16 mitted thorow a Wall, by an 
uw] hollow Engine, ( as if. it had 

| been 


Y 
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been an Angel, or fome-Divineſ 0 
Warning from Heaven,)he fo-2-j| R 
buſed the Simplicity of Celeſtinu, | h 
his Predeceſfor, as he made himfj w 
betake himſelf to an Hermitage, 
to make-room for him ; who- 
ſoever (I fay ) ſhould go about 
by any ſneh kind of ways, either 
of Force or Fraud to enter, whe- 
ther they ſhould prove ſucceſsſi t 
ful or not,even upon the account 
of theſe diſhoneſt Endeavours, 
they were juſtly to be repute 
Simoniacal Perfons. + 
34ly, - The Guilt. of S: 01 
may be incurr'd 7» effe&r, in the 
Effector Deed ; and that is,when 
Perſons by any real Bargain, 
Compada, or Condition, do buyſ * 

and ſell, or make Merchandilt | 
of any Spiritual Benefices andy 
Offices in the Church : Who-ſ A 
foever doth fo, whether it be he F 
n 


that 1s to receive the ſame, ory - 
the Patron that gives Title, ofÞ'R 
he that Ordains and Conſecrates| I 
01 


TH) 


| or he that hath, any kind of 


Right, or Suffrage in EleCtion, 
he is guilty of Sizony. And 
whereas, this may be "= Cl- 
ther by real Money, or other 
things commenſurate by Money, 
or by what may ſtand one in as 
good uſe as Money ; therefore 
| does Gregory the Seventh and 


the Pr ph pi obſerve, That the Greg Te 


Sin of Simony may be commit- 
ted in the Eftect or Deed, theſe 


Epiſt. 34+ 
Thom,22& 


three ways; eres are : COM- QU. 100. 


Os, aut = of 10 : 

s Gift, either by the Hand, or 

$ * by the Tongue, or. by Ho- 
< mage. or Service. '.- 

Firſt, This Sin may. be com- 


mitted by a Gift. or, Bribe, 


Manu, by the . Hand; that is, 


by Tranſa&tion for Money, Or 
for. In Og thing Moveable or Im- 
"move 

room of Money, as. a Price laid 


» which- comes in the 


out 


x 
? >. 


Art. 5. 
Durand. 


(46) 
out of the Hand for the thing 
tranfacted:- Thus, when any 
Perſon 'doth purchaſe a-Preſen- 
tation and Title to a Spiritual 
Office, 'or Eccleſiaſtick Charge; 
or procures Ordination thereto; 
or obtains Suffrages for' his Ek- 
tion, by Money, or any -Gif 
or Bribe whatſoever, given by 
Himſelf, or others'in his behalt; 
or, when any Patron beftows1 
_ Preſentation, or any. Biſhop, '/& 

Ordinary gives Ordination,” 

any Man gives [his Voice fe 
. . Eleftion'to fuch-an Office, upd 
the .condition of receiving -atiy 
Money, Gift or Bribe ; ſuch ar 
in 'effett (guilty of palpable 
mony. , For, if'it was 1in-in'SÞ ©: 
m0# Magus to offer the like; much} « 
more is it in 'effe& to' give; tit 
receive it: For, this'is nþt the] b; 
way that God, *wHl "have lis} Cl 
Prieſts made ; butthe ay after tic 
which, -by 'the” contrivance' dh] nz 
Feroboam, (as Abijah upbraids 


6 4 & vv RAS fo in foo ff. Woe be 


ES - - 
him,) the Prieſts of the- High 
Places were made, that whoſoever , cron. 
came to Conſecrate himſelf ( or as 13. 9. 

it is according 'to the Original, 

N27, ad Implendum, to fill his 

Hand,.) with a Young Bullock, and 

ſeven Rams, theiſame might be'4 

Prieſt of ther who are no * Oolt's - 

And therefore, all ſuch Tranſ- 

ations for ſuch Offices, by Mo- 

ney, Gifts, or Bribery, -are juſtly 

condemn'd as groſs Srmony: SO 

concludes” the Carox-Law of hitn 

who by: PaRioti/obtains a Right - 

from a'Patron; Sz Ordinardus roy 

preſentatori ſuo, - Ec. If 'he Debi = 

*who is to be - Ordained give nia. cap.20, 

*unto him - who Preſents him, 

< any thing by way-of Pattion, 

<*.;t is a Simoniacal Bargain, ' D' " 

likewiſe, when-one" pradtiſcth De Simo- 
by a Padtion with | any of the 2 P-11- 
Clergy, for the beſtowing of Ot- 

tices 11 theChurch.z or with a- 

ny Prinice' or 'Taick Perfon,' by 

Moncy, to give conſent; 'or to 

further 


(49) 
Further his EleCtion to a Biſhop- 

rick, or any .High Place in £ a 

Church, he falls under the Sen-| * 

tence of a Simoniacal Perſon, | * 

And upon this Account likewiſe, | © 

the beſtowing of a Preſentation, | 

with a Reſervation of any Por: 

tion of the Benefice, or with n 

a Padtion of yielding ſome year-ſ j 

1y Benefit thence, is juſtly con-ſ 

cluded to be Simony - So ſays} © 

anyonk. - the Third Lateraz: Council, Refi © 

iroyolggs " Sacraut poſſideatur, ec. © W hill jy 

Part. 49. * for the obtaining of the Enjoy- 

Cap-7- © ment of a. thing Sacred, any 

_< thing is given, or promiſed, 

< or ſomewhat upon that ac 

* count 1s. retain Q, -*t I ears R 


s  ., & & a 7 


Thom.228. | quinas, 44 Epiſropus. ab eo. CHU ; By 
Art.q. | Peficinm confert, Se. « If .a By 


a 
0 


« Qhould Ka. & from him a Rds Ot 
© 20 
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& 3nd is not free of $720ry : For, 

as ſay the Canoniſts, Remiſſio Bernar. 
n.| * that Right which ſhould be- Greer, 
ſe, | © fall one by Virtue of a Preſen- Be Simon. 
Mn, | © tation, 1s as much as to give 

or-| © ſomething. And who knows 

ith} not, that in ſuch caſes, Remi/ſro 

ar-f| juris propriz, cadit ſub rationent 

20-|| preti; - - © A Man's yielding up 

ays]| © of his own Right, 1s of the 

Rell *fame nature with a* Price paid 

th © for what he Tranſfaas about. 

op-f And the Council of Txroz con- 

am demns the Advancing of any to 

&d the Government of Churches, 
ac-|{-Wub. 47140 pretio, for a Yearly Can. 5. 
2an0 Rate, as a making of the Prieſt- 

 +|| hood Vendible. And upon the 

Beff ſame account, the beſtowing of 

BrJa Preſentation, or the giving of 

1 be Ordination with a Condition, 

any whereby the Hands of the Per- 

Be-yfon Preſented, or Ordain'd, are 

' heſbound up from Suing his Patron, 

ibegor Ordinary, for any farther juſt 
and}. C Proviſion, 


n-| Juris, 6. © A paſling from jompoſiel. | 


| 
i 


' 
bo 


Decrertal. 
-Gregor. 9. 
De Sim. 
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(50) 
Proviſion, is juſtly judged, and 
condemn'd as Szmony. 9% + quis 
Ordinaverit, &c. * If any Man 
* Ordain, or Preſent to Ordinaty 
* on, any Perſon, taking of him 
© a Promiſe, or Oath, that he 
* ſhall not. trouble him for his 
* Proviſfion, they are by the 
© Law, made liable to {ſevere 
* Cenſures. And by the Second 
Aurelian Council, and by the 
Council of: Paris under Gregor 
the Fourth, the exacting of Mo- 
ney, Or any thing elſe, for Ueſ 
Fions, or Ordinations, 1s con; 
demn'd as Simony, and as wnged- 


| ty Corruption and execrable 1mjit} lol 


#z. And thus it appears, howJth 
Simony is incurr'd by a Gitt dito 
the Hand. W077 

2dly, Perſons may fall undeÞwh 


the Guilt of this Sin, 2uunert irie: 


Lingna,, by a bribing ['Tongueor | 
For, ' Bribery may. be: practiſed pol. 
well with the Tongue, as wilfart 


the Hand z and by the one, por: 


( 51) 
well as by the other, a Man may 
be brought in a Snare. Thus 


Abſalom by his fair Tongue, , 5am, x4. 


bribed the AﬀeRtions of the Men 
of ſjrael, and by ſtealing away 
their Hearts thereby, enſnat'd 
them 1n a courſe of Rebelion 
and Treaſon againſt his Father. 
And thus, by the Peopks 
Tongues, was Saul bribd to 
Ipare Agae, and the fat Cattel 


of the Amalekites, and fo was *, 


enſnared inthe fin of Rebellion 


againſt God z fearing, leſt: if 2M 


he ſhould not have: hearkned 
to their Voice, he ſhould haye 
loſt their Favour, and incurtd 


_their Hatred Therefore {aid he 
to Sarmel, TI feared the People, x Sith. 13. 
Yard obeyed 


| their Voice, And {0, 24 
when by Complement or Flatte- 
ries, of by Minaces of Thteats, © 


gegor to gratific 'the | Intreaties, of 


daSolicitations, or. Imporcunities oft 


yiticarnal Friends, of -great:;Perſons, 


'aor conciliating theit Favour, of 


C 2 far 


Bernard. 
Compolt. 
-1n Decret. 
Gregor. 9. 
De Sim. 


CaP. I 4. 


51 Tim, 5. 


: God-rand his Angels, to obſerve 


(52) 
for''fear of incurrtng their Dif- 
pleaſure, one®is moved to Pre- 
ſent, Ordain, or Advance any 
Perſon to a Spiritual Office, 
without conſideration of his 
Worth ; or, to' prefer any by 
Partiality, he falls under this 
Guilt of $:-0zy by the Tongue: 
For, as the Canoniſts rightly 
conclude, Favor, vel gratia, vel 
odinm, fſuccedit loco pretii: © Fa 
* your or good Will, or Hatred} 
* (in ſuch caſes, falls in place 
*of a Price. And I am ſure, to 
promote one upon ſuch carnal 
Reſpedts, agrees not well with 
that Apoſtolical Canon which 
the Apoſtle Pax wrote to ' Ts 
mothy, and charg'd him befor 


without preferring one before ani 
ther, doing nothing by Partiality 
and ſaying, Lay Hands ſudden 
1y 'on no” Man, neither be partak 
of other Men's Sins: Fro 
which, how he keeps b 
Hand 


( 53 ) 


Hands: pure, who, to gratifig 
the Solicitations and Importu- 
ay | nities of carnal Friends, incon- 
c&, | fiderately advanceth a Man to a 
11s | Spiritual Office, I tee not. 

by Yet this 1s not fo to be un- 
his deritood, as if all- Interceſhions 
e:Þ in Aﬀairs of this nature, were 
tlyſ cither: Simoniacal or: Sinful ; but 
ze it. muſt be confidered, whether 
Fa-f the Perſon in whoſe behalf 
ed Friends do interceed and intreat 
ac} for, be a Perſon worthy ; that: 
,tof} 1s, Holy, and well Qualified for 
nal} fuch a Sacred Fun&Eton 5: or' un- 
ith} worthy, and unſuitable for it: 
ich} If he be unworthy, then certain- 
Ti Iy he ſins hainoufly who inter- 
fore} poſeth in his behalf:: For he, 
rvel facrifiecth the Glory of God; 
an and the Blood of poor 'Souls, to 
ty the intereſt of his unworthy car- 
der nal- Friend or Favourite ; and 
akej lo doth he, who, to gratifie 
ron Man, is mov'd by Intreaties, to 
J inveſt him with ſuch an Office: 
C 3 Burt. 


Aﬀts 18. 
27. 


Cs 
But if the Perſon be worthy 
then he who interceeds for him, 
muſt conſider, upon: what Prin- 
ciple he doth fo: If it be out 
ot 2 pions Aﬀection to the good 
of the Church, and a well 
grounded Hope of his being a 
good. Inſtrument tor the Glory 
of God ; upon ſuch a ground 
one may not only without fin, 
but very commendably recom- 
mend {uch a Perſon, and even 
uſe Entreaties and Solicitations 
for his Advancement to ſuch 
an holy Function ; nay, and fo 
much the rather; if he be a Per- 
fon in whom he hath an Intereſt 
of natural Relation : ( ForRe 
ligion doth no way weaken, but 
rather corroborates the Bonds of 
natural Aﬀection.) Neither doth 
tach Dealing want Precedents 
which may tufticiently warrant 
it: The Brethren at Epheſus 
did recommend Apollo by 'Let- 
ters. to. the Brethren, in Achare, 
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mtreating them to receive him: 

The Apoſtle Paul recommend- 

ed Epaphroditus to the Philippi- Philipp. 2:- 
ans ; as likewiſe Marcus, the St- *7> 37: 
ſter's Son of Barnabas, did he cy. z.. 
recommend: to: the Coloſſrars « 10. 
Nay, and though carnal Aﬀecti- 

on was no ingredient in Our Sa- 

viour's Choice of his Diſciples ; 

yet it is manifeſt, that Jobz,, his 

Couſin according to the Fleth, 

was taken into the number, and 

is more than once called, The Jo. 20m 
Diſciple whom. Feſus: loved. But ns 
though the Perſon for whom and22. 20... 
one interceeds, be never ſo wor- 
thy ; yet if his Intercetiions tor 
him, proceed? not from a Reli- 
gi00s, but only from a carnal. 
Principle, to promote a worldly: 
Deſign ; then is the Interceſlour 
guilty of. this Simony by. the 
Tongue, whilſt his End therein 
is not to-ſferve the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, but only a carnal Inte- 
reſt. 

G4, More- 


Morcover, Some Parents, it 
may be, may have in their pi- 
ous Intentions, deſign'd a Child 
to the Minifcry of God's Houſe, 

So 1 ( as Hannah did her damel; ) 
'__ chooling rather to have him | 
icrve God at the Sacred Altar, 

:han m any Secular Employ- 

ment ; and, upon this Account, 

have ſtudied to have him qua- 

lifed for that work. Now. for. 

{ſuch a Parent, when occaſion 
oftereth, to interpoſe for a Child 

whom he finds competently en- 

dowed with Gifts and Graces 

tor the fame, to have him pla- 

ced in the Sacred Function, 

( not deſigning it meerly as a 
 Frade of Lucre,and Livelihood) 

| 1s not only lawful, but laudable; 
| . x Sam, 2. as it was in Hannah, whom El; 
| 2221 praiſed for this Devotion, and 
| for which the Lord rewarded 
her with the Bleſſing of more 
Children. Nay, he who out of 
zeal to the Glory of God, = 
| tne 
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the ſimplicity of his Heart, (not - 
with a covetous Eye to Gain; 
nor with an ambitious Eye to » 
Preferment ; ) hath made it his . 


| ſtudy to furniſh himſelf tor the - 


holy Miniſtery- of the Church, . 
may even lawfully. offer himſelf, . 
and .expreſs his Deſires. to thoſe . 
who have Right and Title to 


-advance .him thereto, ſo he. do 


it modeſtly, and without a pre+ - 
poſterous thruſting himſelf up- - 
on the Sacred:Function :.. For to 
this, he hath. the approbation. 


of the Apoſtle, ſaying, IF « Man * Tim. 3-1--. 


deſire the Office of a Biſhop, he 
deſireth a good Work. And, ſo - 
his Deſire is good, if it proceed , 


zeal of Charity ſtirr'd up by God. 
And for any to comply with }. 
the deſire of ſuch a Perſon, upon - 
the confideration of his Worth, . 
5 neither. Simoniacal, nor Sin+ 


tul. . 
C5 JAY... 


( as Gregory faith, ) A. zelo Chas _ 


ritatis Dromitus excitato'; from a &P+ 3 


CF) 

3dly, The third way of. Brt- 
bery, whereby the Guilt. of. Si 
2:0ny may be incurr'd. in Deed, 
is, Ab obſequio, by. Homage ot 
Service. Thus, he who either 
for the preſent, or by. any Obli- 
gation tor the future, doth .Ser- 
vice or-Homage ;,or by any good 
Otkces, miniſters to the Intereſts 
of. Man, upon deftgn to procure 
his' own Advancement to a-Spi- 
zitual Office, 15 guilty of Si 
4y; as the Buyer ; and fo 1s he, 
as the Seller, who, upon the aG& 
 Equat thereof., promotes him 
thereto :. For, whilſt by ſuch 
Service, the one bribeth,. and 
the other is bribed, it is.all one 
25 if the Merchandiſe were mads 
by Money. When Jacob did 
purchaſe his. Wives by. his Ser- 
vice from Labax, they account- 
ed'themſelves as ſold for Money. 
And fs, the Homage or Service 
which one payeth for - Spiritual 
Lhangs, is nothing elſe but the 

| | Money 
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Money 'of ' $:720# Magus, tran(- 
mitted with . another Impreſit- 
on, from a different kind of 
Mint. Therefore ſays the Ca- 


non Law, Simoniacum eſt, pro Pecret. - 


GTCgor. $o-- 


temporals obſequio Beneficium . Ec- 1 Sim. 
clefraſticum promittere « * To Cip-12- - 
* promiſe an Eccleſiaſtical -Bene- 
*fice for Temporal Service, 15 - 


* Simony. And again, Pro ha- ©P-. 17%" 


bendis Spiritual ibus thomaginm fa-- 
cere, Simoniacum eſt :.. * To do- 
* Homage for enjoying of .Spirt- - 
*tual Things, 1s Szmory... And - 
therefore, how they. can waſh - 
their Hands from the loathſom - 
Stain of this Sin, who pay their 
Servants Salaries by a Spiritual -: 
Benefice ; . or, who ferve.. any- 
Man with a deſign to earn a - 
Church as their Wages, I can- - 
not ſee. Nor are. they -leſs-. 
guilty, who make their Matches - 
an Engine to promote them to-a + 


_ Charge ; -or, who make the. Do- - 


nation . of . a Church: a-:Mean,”-. 
march 
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Marriage of an Hand-maid, or 
to procure a Fortune unto, or to 
ſupply the place of a Dotal 


Neice or Couſin ; which 1s, not 
unfitly, termed by our Coun- 
try-men, Smock-Simony ', be- 
cauſe, by ſerving of ſuch Inte- 


they may well be brought with- 
in the ſame Predicament, who 
make a Spiritual Benefice a Pa- 


the Penury of an uſeful Friend 


account, the Canon Law decrees 


| ure Pa- 
| tronaz *©of Patronage, that he may 


 <2P-6 © Preſent a Son, or a Nephew, 

* or any whom he pileaſcth, 

* ought to be depriv'd thereof. 
i And this is an Evil that Ferom 
_ aoer. much complains of, That Attini- 
| Lib.:, ty, or Confanguinity, or Service, 
ſhould 


| gefref: Oc. ©He who buys the Right 


much more a Condition for the 


Proviſion, for an indigent. 


—_ mm 4 oO 


reſts, the Church is ſold. And 


trimony unto, or a Reſcue for 
or Kinſman : Upon whuch 


| Decret. thus; Qi emit jus Patronatus, 


on -—_ 


pri, ED * ©Q&5 


CO #7 
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ſhould be the ground of prefer- 


ring Men to Spiritual Offices, or 
Degrees, as if they were to be 
beſtowed,. as Men are Advanc'd 
to Military Offices in the World. 
Yet Ido not ſay,but that any Man 
may lawfully prefer to an Eccle- 
faſtick Charge, a Friend, or Re- 
lative, who 1s well qualified for 
the Office : For (as Ii have ſaid 
already, ) Religion doth not 
weaken, but rather ſtrengthens 
the Bonds of natural Aﬀection ; 
ſo that it were Injuſtice to deal 
worſe with Relatives, than with 
Strangers; Or, ceteris paribxs,not 
to prefer them to others. But 
to do ſo, meerly upon a car- 
nal Account, becauſe they may 
ſerve better our Temporal Ends 
and Deſigns; or to prefer a Per- 
ſon unfit, becauſe he 1s a Friend, 
bewrays an Eye more to carnal 
Intereſt than to God's Glory. 
Neither do :I ſay, but Durandas 
is in the right, in ſaying, That 

one 


ib. 4- 
Dilt. 25. 
Que 44 
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one may lawfully confer an Ec-- 


clefiaſtick Office or Benefice upon 
him, who hath ſerved him, 


through a ſenſe of that Worth. 


he hath learned to be in him, 


by Experience and daily Con-- 
verſe ; if fo be he do it in con-- 
templation of his Worth, and 


not of his Service : But, if re- 
ſpe&t to this be the Principle 


that ſways him, he is guilty of. 
S:20nuy. Wherefore, I cannot 
but judge them exceeding guil- 
ty in the fight of God, who 
promote Men to any degree of. 
the Sacred Hierarchy, not upon- 
2- conſ{1deration of their SanCti- 
mony, or Abilities to ferve God. 


there, but out of a Deſign to 
ferve ſecular ends ;. and there- 
fore do make choice of ſuch, 


from whoſe Inclinations they- 
can expect, and promiſe to them-- 
felves, that they will prove fit-- 


teſt Inſtruments for abetting their 
publick or private. Intereſts ; the 
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expectation of which. Service, 
( much more, if. it. be made a 
Condition in- the Bargain, ) is 
no leſs the.Price of. ſuch a Pro- 
motion, than.if it were ſold for 
Service already. done : And not 
without. reaſon: may it be ſaid, 

That thoſe Merchants. do trade 
for ſuch. Creatures, not to be 
Miniſters to God, but Slaves to 
themſelves. But much mozc 
doth he. incur this. Guilt, who, 
tor the purchaſe of ſuch a Pre- 
ferment, mancipates. his. Con- 
ſcience implicitely to follow the 
Dictates of his Promoter ; by 
whom, whilſt he 1s: advanced 
ypon- the Condition, or ExpeCt- 
ation of ſuch a- blind Obedience, 
I'm ſure God hath no hand m 
the Bargain. But, I think I-need 
fay no more for the diſcovery 
ot theſe Rocks, whereupon the 
Principal Agents 11 {ſuch -'pirt- 
tual Traffick. may. chance to ſplit, 
in the way of Entrance upon Sa- 


Eph. 5.11. 
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 T proceed next, to ſhew how 
the guilt of Siz20zy may. be -in- 
currd by others, as being Inſtru- 
ments and Abettors thereof: 
For who are thus . partakers 
therein, by walking contrary to 


the Rule of the Apoſtle, who 
hath ſaid, Have zo fellowſhip 


with the unfruitful Works of Dark 


eſs, but rather reprove them; 
they become Sacri Criminis, Com-. 


panions in the Crime and Guilt, 
And thus Men may. be guilty 
ſeveral ways. 

Firſt, A Man may incur this 
Guilt by promoting of a Simo- 
nical Deiign, in becoming a 
Mediator, or ſecret Agent; el- 
ther by Advice and Counſel, or 
by tranſacting betwixt the Par- 
ties, or in behalf of either of 
them, in any Condition, Com- 
pact, or payment of Money; 


..or by ufing any ſiniſter Devices 


for that effect. And, that he 


who doth ſo, becomes in the 
| fight 


| ( 65 ) 
ſight of God guilty of this Sin, 
he may be eafily convinced, if 

he conſider, That a Fellowſhip 

in any Sin, by Advice and Coun- 

ſel, doth ſtir up the Wrath of 

the Almighty, as well againſt _ 

the evil Counſellor, as againſt 

the Perpetrator thereof ; which 

is evident from that Command ; 
which the Lord gave to Ezekzel, Ezck. 11. 
to Propheſie againſt thoſe that 2, 3» 4+ 
did deviſe Miſchiet, and give 
lf vicked Connſel in Jeruſalem ;, and 
? I that the Tranfactors for others 
in wicked Purpoſes, are lyable 

to the ſame Puniſhment with - 

them ; whereof God's Judgment 
denounced againſt Jezebel, for * King: 2» 
her ſecret Tranſa&ions to poſ- 3 
Tf els Ahab of that bloody Pur- 
chaſe of the Vineyard of Na- 
both, is a pregnant Teſtimony. 
| And ſo do thote, who by ſecret 
) | Tranſactions and Conveyances, 
meddle as Inſtraments, to pro- 
mote Simoniacal Deſigns, un- 

| volve 
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Can. 2, 


Decret.. 
Greg. 9. : 
De Simon. 27A4C eſt 
CAP. 27. 


C.- 


volve themſelves in the fame 


Guilt with thoſe, tn behalt of 


whom. they deal ; and fome- 


times into more, when they do 
it without the Party's privity or 
confent. And therefore, were 
the Fathers of the Council of 
Chalcedon, fo ſevere againſt ſuch, 
as.to decree, That þ quis media- 
tor in tam turpibus & nefandis 
datis vel acceptis extiterit, Os. 
* If any Man ſnould be found to 
*be a Mediator in ſuch filthy and 
*nefarious Bargains, of giving 
* and receiving any thing for 
* Spiritual Offices; being a Cler- 
* gy-man, he ſhould lofe hs 
* Degree; or, if a Laick, of 
*Monk, he ſhonld be Anathe- 
* matiz'd. And, left by this means 
any ſhould be entred into the 
Church, the Sentence of the C4- 
non Law is ſomewhat more {c- 


vere, which ſays, EleFio Sime- 


Z caſſanda, fata, Ot. 
* A Stnoniacal Election 1s to be 
© made 
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$ made void, if it have been 
© made by other Men's Promiſes. 
© of Money, although he who 
«js Elected be ignorant thereof ;, 
{unleſs it have been done of a 
* fraudulent Purpote againſt him. 
And the ground hereof 15,. be- 
cauſe, though he have no band. 
therem himſelf, yet it 1s by a 
Simoniacal Paction that he 1s 
mtroduc'd into the Church. 
24ly, A Manincurs this Guilt, 
when he complies therewith by 
Conſent or Approbation. That 
Conſent or Approbation renders: 
a Man guilty of the Sin to which. 
he conſents, and. wherein: he al-- 
lows the Sinner, IT truſt none 
will queſtion, who hath ever- 
read theſe Words, whereby God: 
declares a Man: unworthy upon 


| this account, to. take his Cove-- 
nant in his mouth, ſaying, Whez Plal.50.18: 


thou Jaweſt 4 Thief, then thou con-- 
jentedſt with hinz + Or, the Words 
of Pax confeſling it- as his Sin, 
that 


"1 ny 


AQ.22,20. that he was. conſenting: to the 
ſhedding of the Blood of that 


Proto-Martyr Steven. And, 1s 
not he then guilty before God, 
who, ſeeing one as a Thief and 
a Robber, climbing up into the 
Sheep-fold of Chriſt by Simonk 
cal means, yields his conſent 
thereto.-2 Wholoever: then, be- 
ing conſcious. to. a Simoniaal 
Tranſaction made by any per- 
{on, for procuring of a Title or 
Right to a Spiritual Office, or 
Benefice, doth conſent to give 
him Ordination, or - Collation 
thereto, by this ſinful compli 
ance becomes guilty of S209; 
And whoſoever, having notice 
of-{uch a Franſaction, concurs 
with his conſent to the EleCtion, 
Ordination, or Collation of ſuch 
a Perſon, involves. himſelf mn 
the ſame Guilt. 

3dly, A Man may incur thi 
Guilt by Connivance ;. when, 
being privy: thereto, he wink 
thereat, 


—_— — - 


— wg ae Co Fl yl, mw wo © f&o £& of 


bad «© bob vom gplend piulfeny A By me 


[em il 


( 69 ) 


thereat, or forbeareth, accord- 
1 ing to his Place and Calling, ei- 


ther to oppoſe hinielf thereto, 
or to cenſure the ſame. How 
gnty Connivance, or Forbear- 
ance of Sin, rendereth a Man, 
may appear by the Lord's Com- 
minations againſt thoſe who 
would Hide their Eyes from the 
Man who giveth of his Seed to 


Levit. 20, 


Molech ; and againſt Eli, for 1Sam. 2. 
conniving at the Wickedneſs of __ 2” "M0 


his Sons ; and againſt the Church 
of Thyatyra, for ſuffering Jeze- 
bel. Wherefore, for any Man 
to be privy to a Perſon's Simo- 
macal ways, whereby he ſtudies 
as a Thief, to'creep into a Charge 
of the Church, and not to re- 
preſent it to thoſe who ſhould 
by their Authority obſtruct him ; 
by his Connivance, he becomes 
guilty of Fellowſhip with him 
in his fin. But ſo much the more, 
if he be filent at his taking of 
that Oath which is uſually ten- 


dred 


Rev. 2. 20» 


(C903 


_ Ered to thoſe that take Inſtitution 


0 YOVe - 9s 
24. 


for purging themſelves of that 
Crime: For which Guilt, I leave 
him to conſider what Solomon 
ſays,Whoſo 3s Partmer with a Thief, 


. hateth his own Soul : he heareth 


Curſong, and bewrayeth at not. And 
much more then do they render 
themſelves guilty ofa Fellowſhip 
with ſuch in their Sin, who by 
their Authority ſhould punfh the 


ſame, and yet wink thereat; 


Apud Gra- 


tian. Cauſ. 


T. Queſt. 1. 
Can. Quiſ- 
quis per 

Pecumam. 


and therefore ſays Gregory, Par | 


ticipem ſe reddit alicene Simone, 
quiſquis contra Simoniacan Here 


fm, pro officis ſui loco, wehemen- 


ter non exarſerit, &c. * He ret 
* dereth himſelf partaker of ano- 
* ther Man's S:7-:0#y, wholoevet, 
* according to his Place and Cab 
< ling, 15-not vehemently zealow 


< againft that Herefie of $::0n9j. 


*and let not that Man doubt 


*but he ſhall have his Portion 
< with him who firſt committed 


< that hainous Crime, | 
4Þly, 


ed 
y, 
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4thly, A Man may incur the 
Guilt of Siz-ony by Patronizing z 
to wit, when he takes part with 
Simoniacal Perſons, and bears 
them out, either by countenan- 
cing them in their fin, or by 
pleading for them, or by ſetting 
himſelf out to juſtife and de- 
fend them therein. And this 
indeed is ſuch an high Degree 
of Fellowſhip in this Sin, as he 
who doth ſo, eſpouſeth the In- 
tereſt of Star, .as well as of S:- 
#or, and ſtands upon his {ide a- 
gainſt God. But to him who 
taketh ſuch a Plea in hand, 1 
may uſe the like Words, as the 
Father of Ferubbaal did to the 
Men of his City, who roſe up 
againſt him, for his Son's throw- 
wg down of Baal's Altar, ſay- 


Ing, Will ye plead for Baal 2 will Judg. 6.31, 


# fave him © 30 1 may ſay, Will 
yeplead for Simon Magus 2 wilt 


ye defend him? And ns Jebz 


the Seer aid to Jehoſhaphzt, for 
| a{lſting 
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2 Chron. aſliſting Ahab, Shouldſt thou hely 
19.2 the Ungodly? And what he 
who doth ſo, will anſwer to 
Exod. 23- him who hath ſaid, Thos ſhalt 
p not countenance a poor Man in his 
Cauſe, I know not : For, even 
though - his Poverty might 
plead ſor our Charity, yet our 
Charity muſt not make us yield 
our Patronage to an evil Cauſe, 
And he may think with himſelf, 
what he can expect from the 
Hand of the Almighty, who 
hath threatned ſevere Wrath a- 
Jer. 23.14, gainſt thoſe. that ſtrengthen the 
roy Hands of evil doers. 


- Thus have Iſhewed the ſeve 
ral ways whereby Men maybe 
guilty of S;-oxy, either ' as the 
Principal Agents, or as Inſiru- 


— 


the 
On: 
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ments and Complices with them 
in their Sm. By which ways, 
whoſoever entereth into the Sa- 
cred Offices of the Church, is 
intraded by ' the' Artifices of 
Man; 


lin 

Bea: 
ay 
at 
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Man ; but they may hear God 


ſaying of them, I have not' ſent Jer. 23-24. 


theſe Prophets, gt they 1 ran. 


CHAP HB 
How Simony 7s prattiſed E77] 


the Adminiſtration of & 


Spiritual Office. 


HE Sin of S110ny doth 

not confine it {elf within 
the compaſs of their TranſaGti- 
ons, who practiſe the fſaine for 
making way for their Entrance 
upon the Holy Calling in'.the 
Church z but extendeth it ſelf 
alſo,to the Exerciſes of that Cal- 
lng in the hands of many who 


YS Ibcar Charge: So that, as there 


of 


IN; 


ay be Guilt by a mercenaty 
atrance into-aySpiritual Office, 
0 there may be rauchy Guilt al- 

D {0, 
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do, by the mercenary Adminiſtra- 
_ tion of Spiritual Things 1n that 
_- Office; as, when Merchandiſe 
1s made of the Word and Sacra- 
-ments, of the Sentences of the 
4(Church, and of the Exerciſe of 
any Ads and Duties which be-f ; 
long to the holy Miniſtery : For | 
theſe Spiritual Things being thef / 
free Gitts of God, and ſo inf | 
proper Matter of” Merchandiſe;ſ 1 
whoſoever, either in the inter- c 
nal Aﬀection, or external PrxJ p 
-Ctice, makes them the ſubject off 0: 
Buying and . Selling, is a Diſc 4 
ple of $720» Mags, who (aslf th 
Have told before, in the Words «: 
of Gregory and Nicolaus de Ty jor 
r4,;). would have bought the £ 
Power of ' Giving the Hoh «. 
Ghoſt, that afterwards by Exer/ 0; 
cifing that Power, he might pury. thc 
chate Gain to himſelf. For, 3 
he who doth but deſign, or de 
fire by the Miniſtery of the Gof 
ipd, to gratifie his Corea 
n 


C7%) 
nels, 1s guilty of Sizroxy in the 
Will, and Aﬀections of his Hearts 
{o he, who in the Exerciſe of 
that Sacred Office, ſets the Mt 
niſtery of Spiritual Things to Sale, 
and makes the ſame a Matter of 
Merchandiſe, and ſubſervient to 


| lys Gain, incurs the Guilt of yz 


1mony, in Eftect and Deed, And, 
how dreadful a Guilt this 1s, 
may appear by that grievous In- 


.| crepation uttered by the Pro- 


phet Mzcah, againſt the Houſe 
of 1ſrael, ſaying, The Heads wiic. g. 1x, 


| thereof judge for Reward, and * 


the Prieſts thereof teach for Hire, 
and the Prophets thereof divine 


oj for Money , ----- Therefore ſhall 


Zion for your ſake, be plowed as 
« Feld, and Jeruſalem ſhall be- 


4 come Heaps, and the Monntain of 
4. the Houſe as the high Places of 
| the Foreſt. 


- Now the Miniſters and Pa- 


ſtors of the Church, may incur 


the guilt of this Sin two waysz 
I 2 Le 
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fo wit, whilſt, either for their 
Advantage and Gain, they ob- 
trude Falſhood and Errour for 
Truth, and miniſter to People 
corrupt, inſtead of wholſom, 
Food ; fo ſelling for Upright, 
what 1s but Sophiſticate and 
Counterfeit z or, whilſt they in 
their Admimulſtration, make the 
true and holy Ordinances of 
Jeſus Chriſt vendible, by ſetting 
theſe Spiritual Things. to Sale, 

Firſt, The Guilt of S079 is 
zncurrd in the Adminiſtration 


- of the ' Spiritual Calling, and 


that in an high meaſure; when 
thoſe who exerciſe that Calling, 
do, for ſome Temporal- Advar- 
rage, corrupt the Spiritual Ordt 
nances of the Goſpel, ſetting 
forth things Counterfeit for Up- 
11zht, and Falſhood and Errour 
for Truth and found Doctrine, 
And this Men do, either whilſt 
by preſent Profit, or expectation 
of ſome future Gain, or by fear of 


Piſplea- 
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Difpleafure, or for conciliating 
of Favour, or by hope of Pre- 
ferment, their Tongues are brib- 
ed to teach Complacencies, to 
footh and flatter Men in their 
Sins, to forbear Reproots and 
Cenſures, to: {mother tie Truth 
and Counfel of God, to adapt 
their Doctrine to humane Hu- 
mours and [Inclinations, and to 
comply with Men in their Er- 
rours or finful Courtes or, 
whilſt out of a ſecret Detire of 
Vain-Glory, or ar! ambitious 


Deſign of ſetting themſelves up 


3s the Heads of Sects, and draw- 
mg Diſciples after them, they 
forge new and falſe Doctrines, 
broach and vent Errours and He- 
refies, and difleminate their own 
wild Fancies, filling the Heads 
ot People with corrupt Princt- 
ples, which when they have 
made them to drink in, by 1m- 
poſing upon their weak and un- 
wary Underſtandings, they eaſt- 

D 3 ly 
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ty betray their Aﬀections, and 
Profelyte them to their Party. 
All which Practices are nothing 
elſe but groſs S:;z7o7y, whilſt 
they ell the Truth, and make 
Merchandiſe of Souls whether 
the Price be the preſent Profit, 
or the hope of future Gain, or 
humane Favour, or Fear, or Am- 
bitious Deſigns, or Vain-Glory; 
tor all theſe are the current Mo- 
ney of Simor Magus. And of 
tuch cheating Merchants in the 
Church, the Apoſtles have ſuf 
clently warned us, giving them 
their proper Charaders. © The 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of tuch, 

Tit. 1. 10, CallS them zruly and wan Talk 

No ers, and Decetvers, ----- teaching 
things which they ought not, for 
filth by Lucre's jake. And he warns 
the Overſcers of the Church to 

a. 20.30, Watch againſt ſuch, faxing, Of 

>t, your own ſelves, ſhall 7 Men ariſe; 
ſpeaking perverſe things, to araw 
eway {iſciples afier them 5 there- 

fore 
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fore watch. And he gives a Ca- 


veat to all, to avoid ſuch, - as: 


Men that ſerve ot onr Lord fe- Rom. 168. 
ſus Chriſt, but their own Belly ;,"7 **- 


and by good Words, and fair 
Speeches, deceive the Hearts of the. 
Simple. And ſo doth alſo the: 
Apoſtle Peter, warn againſtſuch, 


ſaying, There fhall be falſe Teach- per. 5. « 


ers among you, who privily ſhall 3- 
bring in damnable Hereſtcs, &c. 
find through covetouſneſs, fhall 
they with fergned VWords make 
Merchondif: of you ; whoſe Tudg- 
ment of a long time lingereth not, 
and their Dammation ſlumbereth: 
nt. And what Character the 
Apoſtle Jade gives of ſuch, may: 
be read 1m 'his Epiſtle at length. 
And fach Paſtors under the 
Goſpel, may be well ranked in 
the Predicament with thoſe 
Prophets under the Law, of 
whom” the Lord complains, thar 
they. did pollute him amongſt 


"0, 0H | | oF. .. Ezek. 1202 
his.People, for handfuls of Bar 19 _— 


D. 4. [ 7, 
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Mal, 2.849. 
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ley, and for pieces of Bread, --—= 
by Lying, and ſtrengthning. the. 
Hands of the Wicked and they 
made his People to Err, pleaſing 
the Wicked, in crying Peace to 
them, and preparing. War a- 
gain{t thoſe that put not into their 
Months ; and with thoſe Prieſts 
that corrapted the Covenant of L- 
2, --— and were partial in the 
Law. They may well (I fay) 
be ranked in the Predicamient 
with theſe, ſince the likeneſs of 
their ways. declare them to be 
Animalia ejuſdem ſpecier, Crea- 
tures of the ſame kind. But it 
becomes all who would with ta 
approve themſelves the faithful 
Miniſters oft Jeſus Chriſt, to en- 
tertain anabhorrency of all fuch 
corrupt Dealing, winch etther 
humane. Favour, or Gain, or 
Glory, bribes Men to; that fo, 
with the Teſtimony. of. a good 
Conſcience, they may be able 
to. ſay, both 1n. the ſight of 

| God. 
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Ged and Man, with the Bleſſed! 


Apoſtle. Paxt, We are not as a= » Cox: 2c 


ny, which corrupt the Word of 17- 
God :, but as of Smcerity, but as: 
of God, in the fight of God ſpeak 


we in Chriſt. And our Exhorta- 1 Theff. 2.. 
tion was ot of Deceit, nor of On-3, 4 5, 5 


cleanneſs, nor in Guile, But as 
we were allowed of God to be 
put in 6% with the Goſpel, evers 
not as pleaſing Mer, 
but God, which tryeth our Hearts ©: 
For neither at any time uſed. wo 


flattering Words, as ye know, non 


a Cloak of Covetouſneſs, God is 
= Nor of Mex ſought we 
wlory. 

<M Not only arethoſe guil- 
ty of $72z0ny in their. Adminr- 
[tration, who cheat People with 
corrupt and counterfeit: Ware 5. 
but thoſe alſo, who, pretending, 
to- be the Paftors- of Chrilt's: 
Flock, fet to: Sale upright and 
trae Spirituat Things, and. Or-- 
Wnances of the Lord Jeſus, com-- 
D 5, mitted} 


GD 
mitted unto their Diſpenſation, 
making the free Giits of God 
vendible. And thus are they 
guiity, who make uſe of the 
Word of God, of the Sacra- 
ments, of their Preaching, Ex- 
hortations, Admonitions, Conlſo- 
ations, Prayers, Benedictions, 
and of the Acts of Diſcipline Cen- 
{ures ofthe Church,or anyMatter 
of the Paſtoral Office,as the gain- 
tut Commodities of their Shop; 


| feiting them forth, or ſhutting 


them up, according as they may 
beſt contribute, exther for their 
Profit, or for their Praiſe : For 
aot only doth he play - the $ 
moniack, who ſells. the Goſpel 
for Money or real Bribes ; but 
he alſo, who preacheth to pur- 
chaſe to himſelf Applauſe, and 
the praiſe of Men: For thus 
his . Pxaiſe is the price of Is 
Preaching; at which, whilſthe 
a1ms, he preacheth not C - 
| | u 
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but himſelf; and it may be, he 
j | lath his Reward ; bur he ſhall 
7 | come ſhort of that Reward 
> | which he now enjoys, who ſaid, 
. | We preach not our ſelves, but 2 Cor. 4-54: 
- | Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: Norcan- | 
. | thoſe Paſtors, who for their 
, | Gain, baſely make Merchandiſe : 
.| of thoſe Spiritual Things com- - 
r 


mitted- to their Difpenſation, 
expect '- that Reward of the : 
, | Crown of Glory, from the Hands - 
7 | of the chiet. Shepherd, whilſt, 
' | 12 order to the obtaining there- - 
r | of, they diſcharge not their Du- - 
r| fy upon the right Principle, nor- 
-| according” to that Rule preſcrib- - 
1] ed by the. holy 'Apoſtle Peter, 
t| faying, Feed-the Flock: of Gail Pet. 3-236 
| Thich is among you, taking the. 
df overſight thereof; not by conſtraint; 
but willingly; Nt for r flthy Lacre, 
but of *a ready” mint... Where- - 
fore, Fre have their Lu-- 
| cre in their Eye, in- the Admi- - 
| ufiration of the Miniſterial Ot- - 
hoe, : 
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tice, and: limit their Labours to 
the. expectation of their world- 
ly Gain, are juſtly to be repu- 
ted Mercenary, and Simoniacal 
Perſons. And therefore, many 
Councils have ſtrictly inhibited 
and condemn'd ſuch Merchan- 
diie: That Council holden in 
irullus of Conſtantinople, called. 


Qumi-ſextum, hath a particular ' 


Canon to this purpoſe ;, where- 


i2 (beſides other Words, ) it is 
laid, S; quzs. eorurn,. Ec. © Ifa- 


*ny -of the Clergy be found 
* to exact any kind of, Price from, 
* bim-to whom he. imparts the 


* Holy Communion, let. him - be. 


* Depoſed, as an-imitator of the 
* Errouxg, and. Wickedneſs of S$;- 
* #07, And that Council, of, 
Rhemes, under Leo the. Ninth, 


forbids, under the pain. of au. 


Anat hema, Ne quis. pro Sepulty-: 
ra. vel.” ee... © That none ſhould 
* exactany. thing for Burial, or 
« for Baptiſm, or for the Eucha- 


(85 
*xiſt, or for viſiting of the Sick. 
And not only by theſe, but by 
{zveral other Councils, and Sen- 
tences of the Canor Law, the 
fame 15 condemn'd, which like- 


wiſe decrees it as Szmony, Pretio, Horne 


vel Favore, &c. © For Price or © 


* Favour, to concea] what ſhould. cap. 14. 


© be brou! ght to publick Penance ; 
* or, to reconcile to. the Church 
«( or Abſolve) an impenitent 
| ©Perſon; or, to remove from 
*Reconciliation (or Abſolution) 
'a Perſon truly penitent. And, 
againſt ſuch Merchandiſe in the 
Adminiſtration of Spiritual 
Things,. ( beſides Camoniſts and 
School-men, ) the whole Stream. 
of all. the Antients, which ever 
I did read, where they fall up- 
on this Subje&, do clearly run : 
condemning fuch Paſtors, and 
comparing them ta Gehazz and 
Simon Magus ; becaule, for theſe 
tree Spiritual Gifts of God, they 
lurreptitiouſly take a Price, as 
Gehaze 
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Gehazz did, and account them 
Matters which may be bought 
and ſold for Money, as did S$:- 
2101 ; and therefore againſt ſuch, 
have commonly made uſe of 
thoſe Words of our Saviour to 
his. Diſciples, when he ſentthem 
torth upon the Work of the 


Miniſtery, Gratzs accepiſtis, gratis 
Matth. 10. date 5 Freely ye have received, 


freely gue: 
- Which Words. are notwith- 


ſtanding cautiouſly” and rightly 
to be underſtood; and not- as 
fome Sacrilegious Tongues and 
Pens of perverſe Men ( to whom, 
what 1 allotted tor the Main- 
tainance - of the: Goſpel, is an 


eye-fore; ) have perverted - the. 


ſenſe thereof, to the prejudice 


of all Eccleſiaſtical Benefices; 
and with a deſign ( fo 'far as in 


then 1yes, ) to rob- the Church 
and Paſtors of what the Chari- 


ty of devout Perſons hath mor- 


tified, or- what the -Munificence 


of. 
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of pious Princes hath by their 


' Laws allowed, or what 1n juſtice 


1s due, for the accommodation 
and livelthood of the Labour- 
ers 1n the Vineyard of the Lord. 
Which, whilſt their covetous 
Hearts are panting after, that 
they may flatter their own Con- 
ſciences into a liberty to invade 
the ſame, and caſt ſome cloak 
upon their Sin, they impudent- 
ly cry out againſt: the Paſtors, 
reproaching them as mercenary 
Prieſts and Hirelings, who preach 
the Goſpel for Money, and fell 
the Giitts of God, which they 
ſhould freely give, according as. 
Chriſt gave Command to this 
Diſciples. So do they reproach 
every one who enjoys any Sti- 
pend for his. Service in the Mt- 
niftery. 

For the ſtopping ofthe Mouths 
of theſe croking Vultures, ( who 
would rapacioully devour the 
1cu. of the Altar, and ſtripthe 
Church 


Church of her Patrimony 5) I |; 
thall not ſay with ſome, That | ,F 
theſe Words of our Saviour do |, 
relate, not to the preaching of | :. 
the Goſpel, but to thoſe Gifts | ,+ 
of working Miracles, wherewith gh 
he ſent forth his Diſciples endu- | |, 
ed, for the Confirmation of their | ; 
Preaching ;, nor that theſe | ..: 
Words were intended only tor || ,;- 
the Apoſtles, -and not for the or- |, 
dinary Miniſters of the Church. | + 
(Although indeed, the difference of 
be conſiderable betwixt extraor- | 1, 
dinary Perſons, who have by | x, 
an immediate ACt of Divine In- | 5 
fpiration, received a {upernatu- || ,- 
ral Faculty of diſpentingthe Spi- | þ, 
ritual Things of the Holy Cal- | gy 
ling, and thoſe ordinary Perſons, | tg 
who by Study and Induſtry, have | th 
acquir'd Abilities to fit them, and || th 
mult be at a{ſiiduous pains to fur- || 6 
nith themſelves for the Diſpen- | (1 
fation thereof..) But, that our 
Saviour never intended by theſe 
Words, 
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Words, - to ſtrip either the extra- 
ordinary or ordinary Paſtors of 
his Church, of the expeCation. 
of due Maintainance tor their - 
Labours, 1s. evident to any Eye, 
in which there 1s not ſome Beam 
of Prejudice : For, as at the 
gving of their Commiſſion for 
the Diſpenſation of theſe Divine 
Gitts, he ſaid, Freely ye have re- 
cerved, freely grove; ſo immedi- 
ately ( difluading them from 
care to provide for themfeives, ) 


be ſays, The Workman is worthy Matth. 10. 
of his Meat. And ſo ſaid he to 77 
the ſeventy Diſciples alſo, The Luke 10. 7. 


Labourer is worthy of hzs Hire. 
50 that. the Lord Jeſus would 
not have them ſuppeſe, that he 
bad ſpoken to. debar them from 
due Maintatnanceat their hands, 
to whom they were to Preach 
the Goſpel, but rather allowed 
them to expe& the ſame. And 
fo. affirmeth the Apoſtle Pan, 
(who. much better —— 

S. 


EC 
tris meaning, than all theſe pre- 
judicate Gloflers : Y For, 1 Cor, 
9. pteading in behalf of the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, after he 
bath ſhewed, that they have as 
good a right to their Maintain- 
ance, as a Soldier in the War 
hath to his Wages, as the Plan- 
ter of a Vineyard hath to the 
Fruits thereof, and as he that 
teeds a Flock, to eat of the Milk; 


declaring it to be no great matter, | 


to reap carnal "Things at their 
hands, to whom they ſow ſpt- 
ritual Things ; and having urg- 
ed, that by as good right the Mt- 
niſters of the Goſpel ſhould have 
their Maintainance thereby, as 
thoſe under the Law, who mi- 
niſtred about Holy Things, dil 
live by the Things of the Tem- 
ple and Altar; (and how libe- 
ral a Maintainance that was, he 
underſtands little of the Jewiſh 
Law, who knows not:) He 
| then pleadeth our Saviour's Au- 
thority, 
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thority, for confirmation there- 


of, ſaying, Ever ſo hath the Lord 1 Cor. g. 


ordained, that they which preach'* 
the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Go- 
þ:T. And therefore alſo doth 


the ſame Apoſtle ſay, Let hizz Gals. 5. 


that is taught in the Word, com- 
municate unto him that teacheth 
him, in all good things. And a- 


gain, Let - the Elders that rule r Tim. 5. 
well, be counted worthy of double "7" 
| Honour, eſpecially, they who la- 


boxur in the Word and De@rine + 
For the Scripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
wot muzzle the Ox that treadeths 
out the Corn and, The Labourer 
is worthy of his Reward. So that, 
when our Saviour ſaid, Freely 
ye have received, freely give ; it 
was nothing of his Intention ta 
debar the Labourers in the Go- 
tpel, to whom he had committed 
the * Diſpenfation of Spiritual 
Things, from their Maintain- 
ance; but, that they ſhould not 
make Merchandiſe of theſe Spi- 
ritual 


Eib. De 
paif-C3p.2, 
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ritual Things, nor ſet them to 
Sale, as Matters that might be 
bought or fold ; but ſhould dil- 

enſe them as the free Gifts of 
bod. to which no Money nor 
Femporal Thing can be a Price 
proportionable z which 1s no- 
thing inconſiſtent with their re- 
ceiving, and enjoying a tufhci- 
ent Maintainance and Livel:- 
hood by their Labours: and 
which to require, 1s neither S- 
mny nor'vin. For it is received, 
( as it is faid in the Schools,) 
Non tanguam merces operis, ſed 


wt ſtipendinms laboraniis , non 


tanquam pretium Spiritualium, ſed 
ut ſuſtentationis ſtipend:um neceſ- 


farium.s * Nat as the Reward of 


* the Work, but as the wages of 
* the Worker ; not as the Price 
* of Spiritual Things, but as the 
* neceſſary Stipend for his -Su- 
* ſtentation that difpenfeth them. 
And therefore ſays Auguſtine, Ac- 
cipient ſuſtentationem neceſſitatis « 


populo, 


Ss << FF uo Th bn... tend. 
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populo, mercedem Diſpenſationis 
i:Domino ; © They ſhall receive 
{their necef{ary Suſtentation from 
*the People, but the Reward of 
*their Diſpenſation from the 
Lord. 

Thus it 1s evident, that the 
Paſtors of the Church are not 
to be reputed Hirelings, or S1mo- 
macal ' Merchants of Spiritual 
Things, upon the account of 
the requirmg and exacting of 
their Stipends, and the Fruits 
of their Benefices due from the 
People for their Maintainance ; 
if fro be the Benefice be not the 
end they aim at, and their Tem- 
poral Commodity the deftgn 
of their Labours z but that they 
teed the Flock for love to Chriſt, 
and not for filthy Lucre, not 
making the Matters of their Cal- 
ling, the ſubject of TranſaGtions 
tor worldly Gain ; which, who- 
lo doth, deals as an Hireling in- 
ded: For the Paſtoral Office, 

| IS 
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ascalled, A Warfare ; and as it isin 
the ſecularWartare,ſo 1s it in the 


caſe of the Church Militant: | 


There be many Soldiers in the 
War ; all have their Wages; 


But, in ſome, the deſign of their | 


Service 1s, the Safety of their 
Country ; in others, the defign 
1s, only their own Gain; and 
upon this account, they li{t them- 
ſelves in the War: They both 
require, they both exact, they 
both receive their Wages ; yet, 
he who deſigns his Service tor 
the preſervation of his Coun- 
trey, is not to be reputed a mer- 
cenary Soldier, becauſe he ha- 
zards himſelf, not for his Wages, 
but for his Countrey, howlo- 
ever he do require his Wages as 
well as the other, that thereby 
he may be ſuſtzn'd to attend his 
Duty : But the other is to be 


accounted Mercenary, becaule 


the deſign of his Service, 15 not 
the Countrey's good, but his own 
| © Sanz 
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gain 3 and he hazards his Life 
only for his Money : So, in the 


| Church, the Miniſters of the Go- 


ſpel do all require, and receive 
Wages and Maintainance ; but 


it may be, all deſign not the 


ſame thing: He, whoſe deſign 
is the Glory of God, ard the 
feeding of the Flock, may law- 
fully require his Stipend, and 
the due Fruits of his Benefice ; 
nay, ( as Aquinas ſays rightly, ) 
he may exact the ſame, 4 noler- 


*thoſe who are able to pay, even 
' though they be unwilling : 
For he exaCts but what is his 
own, and what others have nei- 
ther juſt Title to, nor can law- 
fully poſſeſs; yet ts he not to 
be reputed mercenary for all 
that, becauſe the end of his La- 
bours is not theſe things, but 


' the Edification of the: Church ; 


and only he requires his Wages, 


or$tipend, i as ithe matter of his 


Mazan- 


; Thom.22. 
tibus,&* valentibus ſolvere ;, * from 9190 


ATI. 3. 


Cy 
Maintainance, that he may attend 
without Diſtra&tion,to the Duties 
of his Calling. But he, whoſe 
deſign is Gain, -and not the Glo- 
ry of God, nor Edification of 
Souls ; but only exerciſeth the 
Office, that he may Have the 
Benefice, is the mercenary Man 
that makes Merchandiſe -of his 
Office. Mercenarins quippe eſt 
(lays Gregory, ) qui locum qui» 
dem Paſtoris tenet, tucra anutem 
animarum non querit, ſed terrenis 
commodis inhiat : * He truly 1s 
© the mercenary Man, who holds 
* indeed the place of a Paltor, 
* yet ſeeks not the benefit of 
* Souls, but gapes after earthly 
* Commodities. And ſo much- 
the more mercenary 1s-he, if, be- 
fides the Aflowance of that Main- 
tainance, which 1s ſet apart for |. 
him, as a Steward in God's 

Houſe, he' make alſo his Advan- 
tage of thoſe Spiritual ' Things 
which are committed to' his Di- 
ſpenſation, 
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penſation, and gives not to eve= 
| ry one their Portion 1n due ſea- 
. | fon, bit limits it to the Teaſons 
| and meaſure of his Gain ; 5 nor 
e | doth diſpenſe the Bread and Wa- 
. | ter of Life indifferently to all, 
. | but keeps back, or lays out, umn» 
; | pairs, or augments the Portion of 
. | the Children, according to the 
; | expectation of either the Benefit 
. | or Favour he may reap thereby : 
, | Such a one, is indeed but a-baſe 
, | Simoniacal Pedler, making Mer- 
, | chandiſe of the Gifts -of: God, 

- {But ſuch is not he, who requires 
but his Allowance of theſe due 
e [Accommodations which the di- 
; [gent Attendance to his Duties 
1 


call for, wherein he exerciſeth 
himſelf without any baſe deſign, 

- [ing unto every one their por- 

4 [ton in que ſeaſon 5 nay, this 

[the faithful and wiſe Steward 3 Luke 12 
S 


(and blefied ſhall he be; when at 42z 43» 
the coming of his Lord, he ſhall 
te found ſo doing,” 


E CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of the hainonſneſs of the Si 


S1mony. 


F the hainouſneſs and impie- 

| ty of this Sin of S:zz-ozy were 
{erioully conſidered, it could 
not but. beget a perfect deteſta- 
tion and abhorrency thereof, in 
the Heart of any true Chriſtian, 
Wherefore, having ſhewed what 
9172019 1s, and the ſeveral ways 
whereby the Guilt thereof may 
be incurr'd ; I proceed now to 
{et it forth in 1ts own Colour, 
and to ſhew, how great and 
hainous a Crime it is. And this 
I hope to make appear, by. Ar 
guments of good and ſolid Rex 


SO AAR o©c. 


fon; from the grievous Chara 
Cters put upon it, and Evidence 
of God's Wrath againſt it, { 
dow 


{F75%\ 
1 . 
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down by the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Scriptures 3 and from the Senti« 
ments the Holy Fathers and 
Church of Chriſt have had there- 
of, and Cenſures they have judgs 
cd it lyable to. 
 Frft, How great and hainous 
a ſin S7zz0ny is, may appear by 
* | theſe Reaſous following, 
1/7, Becauſe S:mony is a kind 
of Theft, and that of an high 
"| nature. We juſtly account him 
a Thief, who, being a Steward, 
and put in truſt with his Lord's 
Subſtance, giving charge to di- 
Ipenſe the ſame for the Proviſion 
and: Maintainance of his Houſ> 
hold; and Anthority - freely to 
ll all the places of, Office in the 
| Family with- worthy and faith« 
tal Felow-lervants; if he ſhould 
{0 abuſe this Power and Truſt, 
Jas either to 'emberzle his Maſter's 
Godds, or converts them to his 
{owh uſe, by ſelling. of Offices, 


12nd) putting Men in charge tot 
16{9 1408 FE, 2 Bribes, 


'{ 00& 
Bribes, without conſideration of 
their Worth and Fidelity, and 
_ by making Merchandiſe of his 
Maſter's Wealth for his own pri 
vate Gain ; we juſtly (I fay, ) 
account ſuch a one a Thief, and 
guilty of a Theft-of the higheſt 
nature, as being Far i» Officio, 
A Thief in his Office and Cal 
Ling, betraying his Truſt, and 
ſelling away, as his own, that 
whereof he is not the Lord, or 
Owner, - but 'the Steward z © and 
as enſnaring others alſo into the 
guilt of his Crime, by making 
as many Thieves as he hath Re 
ceivers of his Theft. Now ſuch 
Thieves are Simoniacal Perſons, 
who ſell' and make Merchandie 


of Spiritual Things, which are] 


not the proper ſubjects of -Buy- 
ing or Selling, but the free Gitts 
of God, whereof-they- are nd 
Lords, ' but: Stewards, to whom 
the free: Diſpenſation of theſe 
things 'i$ committed , and. 

whom 


Pa T 


whom 7t 7s required, that they be 1 Cor. 4 
found faithful. And, if that fly- '> © 


ing Roll of the Curſe ( as the 
Lord of Hoſts hath faid by the: 


Prophet, ) ſhall enter anto the Tech. s. 4. 


Houſe of the Thief, --— and ſhall 
conſum it, with the Timber there- 
of, and the Stones thereof. Their 
Houſes, I'm ſure, are in a totter- 
ing ſtate, who are guilty of this 
Simoniacal - Theft, of making 
Merchandiſe of. the Offices of 
God's Houſe, and converting the 
Spiritual Things committed to 
their Truſt, to their own private 
Gain ; whereby, they are not 
only Thieves, but murthering, 
Thieves, whilſt by ſuch Mer- 
chandiſe they make Merchandiſe 


allo of the Blood of Souls. And 


lo much the greater is their Dan- 
ger, as the Matters are Sacred 
which they thus embezzle ; and 
im ſo much as that Lord* to 
whom they betray their Truſt, 
E 3 1s 
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is not Man, but that God: who is 
Bzb..12.25. 2 conſuming Fire. ok 
2aly, By Sizzony Men mcur 
the hainous guilt of great Ingra- 
titude, and contempt of God, in 
{etting his Spiritual Gifts. at a 
low rate. -It ſome great Prince 
or Royal Perſon, ſhould fall in 
tove with the Daughter of a 
Beggar, and fhould beſtow up- 
on her {ome rich Jewels, as the 
Pledges and Tokens of his love, 
and fuch Grits as. might raiſe 
her to, and- ſupport her, and 
ſuch Servants as were requiſite 
tor her Attendance, in a gran- 
deur: ſuitable for a Perſon of 
fach high Pretenfions, as the Mi- 
ſtreſs, or future Spouſe of a King; 
and. then. this Woman ſhould 
eſteem. ſo light of all thoſe Jew- 
els.and Gifts, as. out of a baſc 
covetouſneſs to - ſell them; 
or; out of ſome carnal Re- 
ipet:, to. throw them away 
pon 
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upon ſome baſe Relatives, or 
lewd Paramours, or Favour . 
rites of her own 3 might ſhe 
not juſtly bear the Character 
of a Perſon of monſtrous Ingra- 
titude, and foolt{hly to have con- 
temned fach a Royal Lover, in 
prizing fo lightly all his Pre- 
tents? Anddid ſhe not deſerve 
to be caſt off with ditgrace, as 
one unworthy ever for the future, 
to pretend to any Intereft in 
him 2 Now, ſuch 1s the Deal- 


ing of theſe Simoniacal Perfons 


with Jefus Chriſt: This great 
King of Glory, out of his tranſ- 
cendent Love, hath come down 
from the Throne of Heaven, to 
purchaſe us, an Off-ſpring of 
Beggars, and Muſhrooms of the 
Dunghill.to be his Royal Spouſe; 
and for preparing and fitting us: 
for our eternal Marriage with 
him, hath beſtowed upon us (as 
Pledges of his Love, ) the Cele- 
ſtial Jewels. of theſe free Spiri- 

EK 4 tual 
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ritual Gifts, wherewith he hath 


Foh. 4. 12. endowed his Church, for the per- 


fefting of the Saints, for the Work 
of the Mini/tery, for the edifying of 
the Body of Chriſt, Wheretore, 
thoſe who ſell away theſe in- 
eſtimable Gitts, or any way pro- 


{titnte them to Merchandile for 


any Temporal Thing in ex- 
change, are guilty of moſt high 
Ingratitude, and of hamous con- 
tempt of Jeſus Chriſt, as under- 
valuing the Pledges of his Love, 
and ſetting them at a more dul- 
proportionable rate, than 1s be- 
twixt the fmalleſt Farthing and 
the moſt pretious Jewel that the 
richeſt Mines of this World can 
Yield ; and therefore, deferve to 
forfeit his Love, whoſe Gifts 
they have fet fo light by. 
34ly, Is it not an hainous Of- 
{ence, and fearful fin, to give 
occaſion of Blaſphemy againſt 
God, and of bringing up an 
evi Report upon his Church? 
Tat 
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That it 15 ſo, we may eafily.con- 
clude from. the ſevere Anger of- 
God againſt David upon this 
account, 2 Jam. 12. Becauſe he 2 Sam. 12... | 
had. given great occaſion to the 4 
Enenes of the Lord to blaſpheme. 
And.-ſo indeed do they who 
practiſe S$zz20y, and make Mer-- 
chandiſe of Spiritual Things, 
give occaſion of. blaſpheming. 
God, and of reproaching him. 
of Partiality, as if he had more. 
reſpect to the Rich, as more ca». 
pable of. his Gifts ' and Graces, . 
than the poor ; and, as if his. 
Church were a Shop, or Ware-- 
houſe, where they ſpeed beft,. 
who have moſt Money. . And 
how, alas! doth it. operr the-: 
Months of many, when they. 
fee. theſe Sacred Things diſper--- 
fed to the rich, whereof. the. 
poor are: deprivd becauſe. of: 
their :Penury ;. and. Bribes. ma- - 
king an caſte, Paſlage for ſome- 
into; the Church, whilſt : the - 
E $. doors: 
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doors are ſhut againſt thoſe that 
want Money ; and Wealth, and 
not. worth the Argument of 
Promazion to Spiritual. Offices? 
How doth it (I ſay ) open the 
Mouths of many, to cry out in 
the Words of that. old Satyr : 


====—n Cunta venalia nobis, 
Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria, S4- 


cra, Ec. 


<All. things are to be fold a- 
*mongſt us, Churches, Prieſts, 
*Altars, Holy Things, &*c.. and. 
*what not: 


And: whether-it be a light. thing 
to. give ſnch occaſion of Re-. 
proach againſt God and: hs. 
Church, thoſe who do ſo, will 
fnd 1n the day of their Reckon- 
1NS:.. 

OY It is. no ſmall fin to ex- 
poſe. Sacred and Spiritual Things 
.to contempt,. and. to grve OCca- 


flan.to have. them: vilified and. | 
T |  deſpiſcd, 


—— 


| 
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| deſpiſed as Matters of little 
worth. It was upon this account 
that it was ſaid of Hophr and 
Phinehas, that the Sn of the 1 Sam, 2c. 
| Young Men was wery great be-*7-- 
fore the Lord; becauſe they: 
gave Occation for Men to abhor, 
and ſet light by the Offering of. 
the Lord. Ando do they, who. 
by their Simoniacal Bargains, . 
make Merchandiſe of. Spiritual: 
Fhings:. For- they give ſuch. 
Scandal by ſetting theſe things 
to Sale, as makes the multitude. 
have them.in the leſs eſteem, and: 
to account them no more worth: 
than the Price that is laid: out. 
for them; or the viſible Benefit: 
that is reaped by them, and. leſs. 
worth: than- ticte: Temporal 
Things. which-ſtand them. at a-. 
dearer. rate z. nay; and. in-end,. 
altogether to contemn:and? de-- 
{piſe them; reckoning} them: as: 
Matters of no moment; but on-- 
ly. as. Artifices of. Gain and:Ad-- 
Vantage- 


tuke 17.1, 
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vantage to Spiritual Pedlers., 


And whilſt they give ſuch Scan- 
dal and cccafion of Offence, how 
they ſhall eſcape that Woe, which 
the Lord Jeſus hath denounced 
againſt thoſe by whom Offences 
come, I lee not. 

Secondly, The hainouſnels of 
this Sin may appear from the 
grievous Characters and Eviden- 
ces of God's Indignation againlt 
it, which he gives-1n_ the Scrip- 
tures.. Let us but again. retle& 
upon the Words of the: Apoſtle 
Peter unto Sizzou Magus; that. 
firſt Parent of this Sin 1n the 
Chriſtian Church ; and upon the 
account thereof, we find he gives 
{uclh a, Character of him, as. 
might affright any Chriſtian 
from following his footſteps 
therein, whilſt he tells him, Thy 


Heart is wot right in the ſight of . 
(God. : And, Thou art ia the Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and. in the Bond” 


of Irniquity : And that his Sin 


WAS: 
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was ſuch, as that he could but 
doubttully promiſe to himſelf 
pardon thereof, in that he ſays, 


Repent therefore of this thy Wick- ver. 22. 


edneſs, and pray God, if perhaps 
the T7 ht - -- fan - In. may 7 
forgiven Is And in all our Foy 
viour's Life, we read not that e- 
ver he took the Rod in his 
hand, but when he was to ex- 
preſs his.Indignation againſt this 
Sin, and his zeal for the Puri- 
ty of his Church ; and then we 
find in the Goſpel, that he made 
a Scourge of ſmall. Cords, and 


drove therewith the Buyers and Marth. 21. 
Sellers out of the. Temple, and 72: 


overthrew the Tables of the 
Monez-changers, and the Seats of 


them that bought and ſold Doves « Joh. 2. 15:. 


Thereby intimating, with what 
Wrath: he would ſet his. Face 
againſt thoſe who would in his 
/Church make Merchandiſe of 
ppiritual Things. And what 
Character he gives of. ſuch, we 
may 
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may read in his Words, ſaying, 
Math. 21. Tt 3s written, My Honufe ſhall be | 
"= called, The Houſe of Prayer, but | 
ye have made it a Den of Thieves, J 
And whoſo liſts to read the An- } 
tients, who have Commented || 
upon theſe Words, ar written: | 
upon this Subject, ſhall find them: Þ 
applying theſe Words of the | - 
Goſpel to this purpoſe, and ex- | 
pounding it to have been the | 

deſign of our Saviour, by that 
AR, to intimate, with what dif- | 
pleaſure he would have the Buy- | 
ers and dOellers of Spiritual | 
'Ehings driven out of his Church, | 
But let us alſo look back, and | 
fee under the Old Teſtament, |} 
what Evidences of his Wrath 
God hath, given againſt ſuch 
Perfons.. And there we find, 
Numb. .22. That when. Balaazz would have: | |, 
made Merchandiſe of. his Pro- | | 
phetical. Gitr, and. would have | 
fbld; the Exerciſe- thereof. for' | 
Money and. Promotion, God: | 
Was: | 


— 


C exp 
was ſo incenſed againſt him; 
that he fent an Angel with a 
drawn Sword. againſt him in 
the way, and made. the Aſs. he 
rode upon reprove his Folly.. 
We find alſo, how God's An- 


| ger was. expreſled. againſt Ge-2 Kings 5 


azr, upon this account, who 
would needs take Money: and. 
Rewards. from Naaman, for the. 
miraculous Cure wrought upon: 
him, which his Matter Eliſba- 
had refuſed. to. receive. for the 
Diſpenſation of that Gift of 
God, who therefore made the- 
Eeproſie of Naaman the Syrian: 
cleave unto- Gehazz, and from: 
him to be prepagate to his Seed, 
whom. the Lord. would ſet up: 
as Monuments of his Difplea-- 
lure, to warn others of the. 
danger- of. making Merchandiſe- 
of. the free Gifts of. God, or of. 
uling- them.as means. of. diſho-- 
neſt. Gain., I might bring alſo- 
divers. Paſſages: from: the Pro-- 
phets; 


NIE Gate. an. coaches Pn "TOUR" _—_ v. 


Cxnn jj 

phets. to, this purpoſe 5 but I 
think, theſe already mentioned 
may be ſufficient to ſhew, how 
hainous a ſin 9:m02y 1s in the 
ſight of God, who will not have 
Men to ſerve themſelves and 
their worldly Ends of him and 
his Blefſed Spirit. 


Thirdly, The hainouſneſs of 


this ſin _ appear alio from this, 
That the Holy Men of God and 
Church of Chriſt, have always 
entertain'd grievous Sentiments 
thereof, and have. judg/d it a 


_ Crime 1yable to the. ſevereſt 


Cenſures and _Puniſhments., It 
were an.infinite Work, to bring 
the manifold Teitimonies of the 
{everal Fathers and Church-men, 
whereby they have expreſled 
their abhorrency of this Sin, 
and given fuch black Characters 
thereof, as they have not only 
called the PradQtiſers and  FErant- 
actors in this execrable Mepxchan- 
_ the Diſciples, of Balaam, 


Gehazs, 
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Gehaza, and Sim0# Magnus : But 
ſome have ſet it forth as more 
hainous than the Herelie of Ma- 
cedonins, 1n regard that the Ma- 
cedonians fuppoling the Holy 
(hoſt a Creature, made him 


only a Servant to Gad. Butthe 


d:m011acks, acknowledging the 
Haly Ghoſt to be God, yet make 
him a Servant to themſelves, and 
to their own covetous or am- 
bitious . Deſigns; nay, as their 
very Slave, they buy, and ſell, 
and make Merchandife of him. 
And ſome again have parallel'd 
it with the Treachery of Judas ; 
in regard, that as he fold and 
made Merchandiſe of YTJeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, ſo do 
they of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of God, Burt I deſire nei- 
ther to be at the pains to ſet 
down 1n writing, nor to put o- 
thers to the pains to read the 
ſeveral Paflages in their Works, 
Commentaries, Epiſtles and Ho-. 


milies, 


UM! 
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milies, wherein they paint tt 
forth as a Sin of the deepeſt 
Dye: The multiplicity where- 
of would make this Treatiſe 
iwell to a greater Bulk than [I 
deſign. Bur having given this 
thort hint, I ſhall proceed rather 
to ſhew, how, by the Judgment 
of the Catholick Church, and 
joint Suffrages of many Fathers 
together, Simony hath been ac- 
counted a Crime deferving, and 
Laws and Canons have been 
made for inflifting the higheſt 
Cenſures upon Perſons guilty 
thereof; who, according to their 
different Qualities, ( whether 
Ecclefiaſticks or Laicks, ) have 
been decreed lyable to Depoſt- 
tion, or Excommunication, and 
to be ftigmatiz'd and branded 
with a mark of Infamy. 

Let us then look firſt upon 
theſe, commonly called, The Ca- 
ons of the Apoſtles; ( which, of 
bow ſmall Authority ſoever they 

may. 
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may ſeem to be, in regard- of 
their ſuppoſtitious. Title z yet 
may, 1n regard of their Antiqui- 
ty, claim ſome Veneration. ) 
And thus againſt $7»-0xy do they 


decree oy Oz quis Epiſcopus, aut Can. 20> 


Presbyter, aut Diaconus, &c. * If 
* any Biſhop, or Presbyter, or 
*Deacon, obtain ' this Dignity 
*by the help of Money, let 
him be Depoſcd x. as Itkewilſe, 
*he who gave him Ordmation, 
and be ſeparated from the Com- 
* munion, as S:or Magus was 
© by Peter. More alfo I might 
thence cite, but IT proceed to 
what is. of more certain Autho- 
rity. 

Let us look upon the Sen- 
tence of that famous General 
Council of Chalcedor, pronoun- 
ced by the joint conſent of Six 
hundred and thirty Biſhops ; 


and there we find, Sz quis Epiſ- Cane 2+ 


cops: per pecunias, @c. © If any 
"Biſhop for: Money, or for the 
* filthy 


(ns) 


« filthy benefit of Lucre, Ordain | 


* either Biſhop, or Presbyter, or 
* Deacon, or any of thete who 
* are numbered among({t the 
* Clergy, he thall undergo the 
* danger, (or puniſhment,) of 
* the loſs of his own Degree. 
* And he who is Ordained, {ſhall 
* reap no benefit by his Ordi- 


* nation, but let him be driven 


* from that Dignity which he 
* hath acquir'd by Money. And 
* it any Man interpoſe, as a Me- 
* diator, in ſuch vite and wick- 
* ed Bargains ; if he be a Clergy- 
* man, let. him be turned off 
* from that Degree which he 
* holds ; but if he be a Laick 
* Perſon, or Monk, Arathemati- 
* zetyr, let him be Excommuni- 
* cate. 

Behold alſo, what the Second 
Council of Bracar ſays; Ne 
etiquo pretio gratia Des, ec. *Let 
* not the Grace of God and. Im- 
* polirion of Hands be ſold for 


© any 


| 
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any Price, becauſe the Antient 
© Sentence of the Fathers have 
* defin'd, ſaying, Anathema Dan- 
© 71, Anathema Accipienti « ' Cur- 
«ſed be the Giver, Curſed be 
© the Receiver. 

Behold alſo the Sentence of 
the Eighth Council of Toledo, 


Decernentes ommnino, &*c. © We arr. 3. 


* altogether decree, That 1t any 
« henceforth be diſcovered to 
© have offered any Gift for at- 
* taining the Dignity of ' the 
* Prieſthood, from thenceforth 
let him know 'himſelf to be 
* condemn'd with the Reproach 
* of Anathema, ( or a Curle,) 
* and to be ſeparated from - the 
©Communiton of 'the Body and 
© Blood of Chriſt, ec. And theſe, 

* who upon this account have 

*received Bribes, if they 'be 
* Clergy-men, let: them © be pu- 

« niſhed with the 'loſs :of that 
*Honour; but" if Laicks, Het 


: theta be condemned. into's per- 
5 petual 


( 118 ) 


< petual Curſe, or Excommunt | 


© cation. 

I coud cite more Acts and Ca- 
nons of later Times, whereby it 
1s evident, That notwithſtand- 
ing of the growing Corruptions 
in the Church, yet againſt S:- 
2:0ny She hath (till in Her Do- 
Urine, kept an Harmony with 


| the more ancient and purer 


Decret. 
Gregor. 9. 
De Simon. 
Cap. 6. 


De Simon. 
Cap. 10, 


Times: But for theſe, the De- 
crees and Sentences of the Canon- 
Law may {afficiently . ferve , 
wherein we find theſe Determi- 
nations: OJdicat Simonia peſtis, 
@*c. © As the Plague of S:mony 
* 1Sgreater than other Diſeaſes; 
* therefore how ſoon the: Signs 
* thereof are made to appear by 


* any Perſon, it 15 without de- 


© lay to be baniſh'd and. driven 
© out of the Church. And a- 
again, Convidas de Simonia, Oc: 
* He that: is, conyigt;.of Siwony; 
5 K to/be. Depoted, The; tame 
5.45 to be: ſaid of him Who! 4s 
* under 


( 119 ) 
© ander-the Scandal or Defama- 
£ tion thereof, and cannot purge 


£ himſelf. And again, Sz Con- Cap. 23s 


tradicens, &c. * It he who op- 
* poſeth in an EleCtion, be made 
* to forbear by Money, given 
*with the Will or Conſent of 
*him who 1s Elected ; he who 
*1s thus Elected or Choſen, is 
© holden to Renounce. And 


again, Tam ementes quam ven-> Cap. 38. 


dentes, &c. © Both the Buyers 
* and Sellers of Offices, and of 
* the Adminiſtration of Spiritu- 
* al Things, are to be condemn'd 
© 25 $710n1acks, and thruſt out of 
* the Church. Thus 1t may ap- 
appear, That Simony in all 
Ages of the Church, hath been 
judged a moſt hainous Sin, and 
to deſerve no leſs puniſhment 
than Depoſition and Excommu- 
nication. 

Moreover, as. if thefe. . were 
ſcarce ſufficient Cenfures for. ſuch 


. a Crime, they who: ſhould be 


found 


Can. 4. 


Co 


found guilty thereof, have been | 


alſo judged to deſerve to be 
ſtigmatizd with an indelible 
Character of Infamy. And there- 
fore King Athalaricus, by his 
Confirmation of the Edi& of 
the Marble Table, (contain in 
that Letter which 1 have men- 
tion'd betore, ) decrees Simonia- 
cal Perſons to be branded with 
a Note of Infamy. And it i 
Enacted in the Second Anrelian 
Council, Sz quis Sacerdotinm per 


pecunie nundinum, &c. © If any 


* Man ſhould aſpire to the Prieſt- 
* hood by the Merchandiſe of 
* Money, that he be thruft away 
©as a Reprobate. And what 
p"_ Intamy and Diſgrace can 

put.upon any Man, than to 
paſs under the Character ot 'a 


Reprobate? And it was decreed | 


by that Lateran Council, under 
T1znocent the Second, Five hun- 
dred and fortyYears ago ;(which 
yet is, by near halfthe time, _ 
LAN 
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than any I have formerly men- 
tion'd.) Qt emptor, venditor, 
@c. * That the Buyer, the Sel- 
*ler, and the Medler in theſe 
* $imoniacal Tranſattions, ſhou!d 
* be daſhed with a Mark of In- 
: famy: 


Now let any ſerious Man ſay, 
Whether what hath been here 
{aid from Reaſon, Scripture, and 
Authority of the Church, be not 
ſufficient” to make Simony' to be 


abhorred as a moſt hainousand 


execrable Crime 2. And whether 
it be. not 'a moſt dangerous 
Thing, to meddle with that 
which 1s hateful to all good 
Men; and whereupon God hath 
w ſuch Marks of his Diſplea- 
ure. fa 


"B-..7,CHAP. 


T-- 


12:CHAP:. V. 

IWhether they are to be re- 
puted the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, who enter by St 

MAB Fi og 


THAT 1s here propoſed 
"Y: Y. is'a: Caſe upon the Re- 
folution,«whereofdependetluthe 
SatiSfalton' and: Tranquility of 
the: -Confcience, both: of the 
Prieft and People, :of the Paſtor 
and-:of his Flock, in reference'to 
their reſpe&tive Concerns m the 
Adminiftration -of the. Minitte- 
rialiDuties.:| For, when he who 
by $7»-0ny hath procured an.En- 
trance into the Sacred and Spt- 
ritual Office, receives Ordinati- 
on, Collation, Inſtitution, and 
is inveſted with the- Charge of 


2'Flodk, he Preacheth the Word, | 


he 


£23) 
he Adminiftrateth the Sacta- 
ments, he Exerciſeth the Power 
of the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, he bindeth, he looſeth, 
and in a word, diſpenſeth. all 
things that belong to the Mi- 
niſtery. The People: ſee him 
dothed with Orders and Autho- 
rity from the Church ; and ſet 
over them as their Paſtor, from 
whoſe Hands they are invited, 
to expe& thole Spiritual Benefits 
which 'God hath promiſed to 
convey to Souls by the Miniſte- 
cy of the Goſpel, in thoſe Di- 
vine Ordinances. Now, if he 
be the lawful Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, all is ſecure enough'on 
both hands .;he may confidently 
Exerciſe the Ads of the Evange= 
lical Prieſthood, and by a good 
Titte Adminiſter the Sacred 
Things belonging thereto ; and 
they may confidently promiſe 
to themſelves, the gracious Ef> 
tets of his Miniftration. Bnt 

£ F 2 if 


'3 Sam. 13+ 
I2, 13. 


2 Chron. 


26. 18, 19, 


Att 19. 
14,15, 16, 
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if he be not, then doth he but 
boldly ufurp, and intrude him- 
ſelf, and hath no right to Di- 
ſpenſe theſe Myſteries; and 
may expect as little Thanks from 
God for his medling, as Saul 
had for preſuming upon a Burnt- 
Offering ; and as 2 aniah, for 
attempting to offer Incenſe in 
the Temple. Nor can the Peo- 
ple derive any Spiritual Benefit 
from his Miniſtery, who never 
received what _ he pretends to 
give, and, whoſe Adminiſtrati- 
ons can have no more Vertue, 
than the Exorciſms of the Sons 
of Sceva.. _ | 

_ For the Reſolution of tlus 
Doubt, it is ſeriouſly to be con- 
ſidered, What it is that conſti- 
cutes a Man in the Miniſterial 
Office. AndI lay it down as a 
ſure Hypotheſes, uncontroverted 
amongſt the Orthodox , That 
Ordination ( according to the 
Divine Rule of Eccleſiaſtical Oc- 
conomy,) 


( 25 ) 
economy, ) is the ordinary Way 
and Means appointed by God, 
for Conſtituting of Men in any 
Degree of the Sacred Hierarchy, 
and for Conſecrating them to 
the Prieſtly Othce in the Church, 
and making thenr the Miniſters 


_ of Chriſt; and that thereby, 


Authority and Power 1s con- 
veyed upon the. Perſon thus 
Confecrated, of Dipenſing the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, and 
Adminiſtring the Ordinances of 
God. - Wherefore, we muſt con- 
{ider;, That in Ordination there 
is a Divine Spiritual Power and 
Authority, and there 1s a Mini- 
ſterial Eccleſiaſtical Seal. And, 
howſoever this Power and Au- 
thority be conveyed by the 
hands of Man, as the external 
Agent and Inſtrument in con- 
terring the Eccleſiaſtical Seal; 
yet theſe external Rites of Or- : 
dination perfortn'd by Man, do 
not give the Power, but are on- 


F 3 ly: 


De Ecclel. 
Hier, 


CiPa 9. 
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ty Declarative of that Spiritual 
Power .and-Grace which is de- 
xivd from God. alone, ,and 
flows from the influence of his 
Blelled Spirit, as the Internal 


and Principal Author and Effi- 


client, upon the Perſon call'd by 
him thereto. And therefore, 
Dionyſus Areopagita ( or whoſe 
ever elle is the Author of The 
Eccleſcaſtical Fherarchy, ) ſays of 
the Perſon that confers Orders, 
That he is but *Ex@armegns, 
The Proclaimer, or, Declarer- of 
the Divine Eledion;, * Wh 

* (lays he, ) by his own Gitff 
© doth not advance thoſe whe 
* are Conlecrated unto the Ho+ 
© nour or Power of Ecclefiaſtical 
* Order: "Fhis he afcribes only 


to God, whom he ccalls there 


Tedsr4py©-, The Prince of Con- 
ecration, Or, chief Ordainer z and 

pleads the Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for afcribing this Power 
to God alone, and his Holy Spt- 
Tit. 


OY AY oe % CR te WW  I7TOACTW OmJiy VE TING GEE OO GO OE Oo OT NITITTS EE ENS 


k "Dd Ws oP & DAR. HOES oem coo I ” "= ——_—_ 


( x27 ) 
rit, Nor can it -be rationally 
ſuppos'd tobe otherwiſe ; for, 
if a Spiritual Power be. neceſla- 
ry, (as 15 undeniable, ) to the 
Miniſtration of Spiritual and Sa- 
cred Things, then this Power 
can be derived from no other 
Fountain than the Divine Spi- 
rit: And therefore did our 
Lord and Saviour, both by his. 
Words and Actions, imtimate 
the ſame, to flow from him up- 
on. the Perſons of his Apoſtles, 
whiltt at the gtving of their 
Commitiion, he told them, That 
the Authority and Power which 
he tranſmitted unto them, . was- 
but an emanation of that'Power 
which he had received from a+ 


bove, ſaying, 4H Power is giver Marth. 28; 
| unto me in Heaven and in Earth , * 19: 


go ye therefore, and teach all Na- 
tions, Baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy: Ghoft. ' And, As Job-20.21;. 
Hy. ather. hath ſent: me, ome * 


> 


Atts 1. 3. 
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I you: And when he had ſaid 
this, he breathed on them, and 
ſaith unto them, Receive ye the 


Holy hoſt - Whoſeſoever's Sins 


ye remit, they are remitted unto 


them ; and whoſeſoever's Sins ye 
retain, they are retained. And 
telling them, Te ſhall receive 
Power, after that the Holy Ghoſt 
7s comenpon you» And ye ſhall 
be Witneſſes unto me, both in Je 
ruſalerm, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto . the utter- 
moſt Parts of the Earth > Where- 
by he meaneth, That they have 
both the #Zvoar, and the Aya ju, 
both the Authority and the 
Power of their Miniſtery from 
the Holy: Ghoſt. And not only 
did our Saviour aſcribe this un- 
to him, in the Perſons of theſe 
extraordinary Minifters, whom 
he immediately Ordained, and 
ſent forth ; but the Apoſtle Part 
aſcribes it. alſo to him in .the 


Perſons of the ordinary _— 
' 
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of the Church, who were Cal- 
led and Ordained mediately 
by the Hands of Men, ſaying 
unto them, Take heed unto your Ad 20.28. | 
ſelves, and unto all the Flock, | 


over which the Holy Ghoſt bath. 


made you Overſeers. 

W herefore, from ſo clear Pre-- 
miſſes, we cannot but conclude, 
That to a right and ſufficient. 
Ordination, to conſtitute a Man: 


a true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, . 


and to endow him with a law-- 
ful Miniſterial Power, there muſt 
be - with the. external Inſtrument-- 
2 concurrence of the internal: 
Principal Efficient ; as it was in 
the Out-ſending of Barnabas and. 
Saul, who received their Power - 
and Authority from God, and 

the external Seal thereof from 
the Church ; the Holy Ghoſt 


gives the Command, and calls 


them, -and their Brethren gave Att 13-22, 
them Impoſition of Hands. And ** 
therefore, Ambroſe propaſethi-the 


F 5 Queſtion, 


{ib. De 
Dignir, Sa- 
cerdor. 
AP. 5. 
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Queſtion, Who gives the Giit 
or Grace of Ordination 2 And 
he anſwered, Szze dubio, Des; 
without doubt, God ; Sed tamen 
( ſays he, ) per hominem dat De- 


#5; but notwithſtanding, God. 


gives it by Man: Homo imponit 
manus, i Deus lareitur gratiam : 
Sacerdos imponit ſupplicem dex- 
tram ; @& Deus benedicit poteh- 
ti: dextra *©* Man lays on the 


- © Hands, God beſtows the Grace: 


* The Prieſt lays on the right 
* Hand of Prayer, and God. blc{- 
« ſeth with the right Hand of 
Power. And without this, the 


external Seal Adminiſtred by the 
Hands of Men, ſignifies, nq- 


” 


thing... 1: £03740; 
Henee then the Collection 5 
ealie, and the Concluſion evi- 


.dent, That he: who .enters, by 
by Sizony upon the: Sacred. Of- 


kice, is,not to he;reputed a; tre 
and lawfukt Miniſter -.-of: Jeſus: 
Chriſt ;, becauſe, - though he 

; have 


Cant) 


| have the external Seal from the: 


Hands of Man, it is but - infig- 
nificant, in regard. he hath net. 
received the internal Grace from 
the Hands of God : For. whilſt: 
he comes not thereto by. any 
Divine Call or Warrant, but in-- 
intrudes by Maney and. Bribes, 
the Holy Ghoſt. gives not his. 
eoncurrence to- conter the Spi-- 
ritual. Power and Authority :. 
And therefore of ſuch one; ſays _ 
Ambroſe, Per pecuniam acquiſe- Vid. 
oit indebitum Ordinem, & D4- 


um perdidit in interiori homine «© 


* By Money he hath acquird. 
* Orders he. had no right: to, 
* and. he hath. loſt. God. inthe 
* inward-Man. . And he ſhews at 
length, how no Grace. nor.Good. 
is conferr'd by ſuch.an Ordina- 
tion.: But; to: put-the: Matter 
quite. out. of. doabt,.' we: have 
the- Teſtimony. .of.' the: Holy 
Ghoſt hamſelf, witneſing, That 
Simaniacal.Perſons are not to be. 
DE reckoned. 


Aﬀts 3. 21, 


Joh. 10. 1. 


Cirift, but Thiewzs and Robbers ; 


( 132 
reckoned amongſt the Miniſters 
of Chriſt; for. behold, what 
upon this account he faith by 
Simon Peter to Simon Magus, 
Thou haſt neither part nor lot 
in this matter « And lo, neither 
can his Diſciples have any ſhare 
in the Miniſtery. And from out 
of the number of his Miniſters, 
doth our Saviour himſelf plain- 
ly exclude thoſe who come in by 
Windows, or Poſterns, or ob- 
lique Paſſages ; and that under 
a' very bad Character, ſaying, 
perily, verily, I ſay unto you, he 


that .entereth not in by the door, 


into the Sheep-fold, but climbeth 
up ſome other way, the ſame is 4 
Thief, aud a Robber. And 
I'm fure, none dare ſay, That 
they who climb up by the Lad- 
der of Simony, do enter in by 
the Door. And what are. they 
to be reputed then ? Not the 
true Paſtors or Miniſters of 


and 


ls. a Sd 


| an Yao San» + 


( 133 ) 
and that juſtly ſo, ſince they 
imitate ſuch in their way of 
Entrance. And theretore have 
the Canons of the Church been 
very ftrict, in debarring ſuch 
from the Miniftery of Holy 
Things ; becauſe they cannot 


fay with the Apoſtle, I thank : Tim. t. 


Chriſt Teſus our Lord, ---- that **: 
he hath counted me faithful, put- 
ting me into the Miniſtery : For 
Chriſt hath not put them in, 
but they have thruſt in them- 
ſelves, and fo are no Miniſters 
ors Nis. - | 
The Caſe ſtanding thus, it 
may give juſt occaſion to en- 
quire, What Effet then can 
{uch a one's Miniſtery have up- 
on People? For, ſeeing God, 
' who 1s the Fountain of Grace, 
hath made his Ordinances the 
Channels and Conduits, where- 
by the Graces of his Spirit are 
convey'd ; if theſe Ordinances 
in the hand of ſuch an Inftru- 
ſtrument, 


UMI 
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ftrument, ( who is not . the 
lawful Mmiiter of Jeſus Chriſt 
to whoſe Ordination the Holy 
Ghoſt hath not concurred, nor 
gtven. any Power, Authority, 
or Warrant to Adminiſter the 
fame ; ) ſhall produce theſe Spi- 
ritual - Efte&ts for . which they 
are deſign'd ; then is there no 
great neceſiity- of a diſtin Or- 
der of ſuch Perſons, as Prieſts 
or Miniſters in the Church, up- 
on whon- People are to depend, 
or wait for: the Diſpenſation of 
theſe Sacred Myſteries, fance: 
they may reap the ſame Fruits 
and Effects thereof.from [1s Mi- 
niſtration who 1s: no. Miniſter 
of Chriſt ::* And'fo, they may 
as well wait for theſe Bleſſings 
from:the Performance of every 
rude Artificer and bold Mecha-- 
nick, . who lfts to ſtep-up ut- 
tothe: Pulpit, . and dip his. hand 
m- the Sacred - Fant, - and! ap-- 
proach to. the Holy Altar, and | 
| tQ: 
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to aflume the Power of Ad- 


miniſtring all the Holy Ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel, as wellas. 
from his Miniſtery who is Con-- 
ſecrated, and ſet apart thereto, 
by the Rites. of Ordination and 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt. And, 
upon the other hand, It the 
Shnoniacat Entrance of ſuch a 
one, render his Ordination in- 
effectual, 1o as. his. Adminiſtra- 
tions ſhall have . no. Efficacy 
for the produgion:. of thoſe 
Graces and Bleflings for which '/- 
God hath. deſign'd the Mini- 
ſtery of. the Goſpel 5 to what 
pitiful Copdition ang hard Straits 
are the People, over ' whom: the 


3s. tt; tedue'd unto, .upon .his 


account |! And. what Scruples tt 
may. breed im them, un retererice 
to, his Adminiſtrations; and 
what Doubts:it may.make thert 


wreſtle under; ::iny xeference:!to 
their, own :Spirittal State cahd 
ma and: :what wotul 


Conſe- 


Apud 
Gratian, 
Cauſ. 1. 
Qu. I. 


Can. Qui- 4yzthema Danti, Anathema Ac- 


cunque 
Cr0s. 
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Conſequences may follow there- 
upon, -what confidering Man 
may not eaſily apprehend ! 

If, tor determining the Mat- 
ter of this Enquiry, we will 
take the Opinion of Gregory 
the Great ; he 1s very confident 
in concluding the abſolute in- 
cftectiveneſs and invalidity of 
ſuch a one's Miniſtery, ſaying, 
Durcungue Sacros Ordines ven- 
dunt ermmnt, Sacerdotes eſſe 
zon poſſunt , VUnde Scriptum eſt, 


cipienti, &*c.. * Whoſoever ell 
*and buy Holy Orders, cannot 
* be Prieſts ; hence it 1s that 
* it's written, Carſed be the Gi- 
* ver, Curſed be the Receiver : 
* This is Simoniacal Hereſie. 
* How then, if they be a Curſe, 
* and not Saints themſelves, can 
* they ſanCtifie others > And, 
* ſeeing they are not in the 
* Body of Chriſt, how can'they 
* either deliver or receive his 
* Body ? 


C3 - 
* Body > He who is Curſed, 
* how can he Bleſs > But how 
far ſoever we may go along 
with him, as to the ineffeftive- 
neſs of fuch a one's Miniſtra- 
tion 3 yet, in ſo far as he builds 
the ſame upon Arguments , 
whereby it would follow, 'That 
the  Efticacy. of the . Miniſtery 
ſhould depend upon the Grace 
or Sanctity of tHe Inſtrument, 
we cannot comply with him 
therein z the Conſequence be- 
ing dangerous, and ſuch as may 
ſeem to ſavour too much of 
the Leaven of the Donatiſts, 
Luciferians, and Apoſtolici, Oc. 
contrary to the received Do- 
arine of the Catholick Church, 
and refuted by ſeveral of the 
Antients, as Azgruſtine, Optatus 
Mievitanus, Ferome,. and many 
others z; ſhewing, That it doth 
not prejudice: the Increaſe, whe- 
ther he that ſoweth, do it with 


polluted or with pure — 
| 1 
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if ſo be the Seed be good, and 
the Soil be fertile, and the In- 
fluence of the Clouds and Hea- 
vens not reſtrained : And the 
Houſe may receive Light by the 
Taper which ſhines from an 
earthen as well as from a gol- 
den Candleſtick. - And if there 
were no/ good to be reaped by 
the Miniſtery of wicked Men, 
but that the Miniſtrations . of 
unſanified Perſons were -alto- 
gether ineffectual, Chriſt would 
never have commanded People 
to hear - the: Scribes and Pha- 
rifees z nor would he have 
tent- torth Judas amongſt the 
'F'welve, to gather in the. loſt 
Sheep of the Howe :of [ſrl ; 
of whoſe Miniſtery we. hear 
no leſs Effects than of the 
reſt. Nay, he tells plainly, that 
many Reprobates in the Great 
Day, fhall plead ' the Effects of 
their Miiſtery, ſaying, Lord, 
Lord, have we not Prophefied - 
Hy 
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thy Name, and in thy Name 

caft out Devils, and in thy Name 

done many wenderful Works 8 

To whom he will ſay; Depart 

from me ye that work Iniquity. 

And 1t the pravity of the In- 
ſtrument ſhould render the Work 
ineffectual, it ſhould have: been _ 

no. matter of rejoicing to Par, gg." E: 
that Chriſt was Preached by © 
tuch, who Preached him out 

of Envy and Contention, and 

not. fincerelty. . But whylit he 

lays, - We have this Treaſure 11 * Car. 4. 7+ 
earthen Veſſels, . that the excel- 

lency of the Power may be of 

God, and not of ws, he will 
have us to underſtand, That 
the Efhcacy of the Goſpel de- 
pends not, upon the Inſtrument, 
but upon the Author, who 
can render. a Bleſting effectual 
2s well from the Mouth of Ba- 
laas, as from the Mouth. of 
Aarons and: can . waſh a- Soul 
from Sin, as well by the: Bap- 
| tifmn 
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tiſm of Judas, as of John : For 
he may have eratiam gratis da- 
tar, who hath not gratian gra- 
tum facientem ; he may be en- 


dowed with the grace of Edi- | 


fication to fave others, who 
hath not the grace of Sanctiti- 
cation to: ſave himſelf, But all 
this while, we ſpeak of thoſe 
whom we {ſuppoſe to have Au- 
thority by a lawful Miniſter 
to diſpenſe the Myfteries of the 
Goſpel. 


But the matter of our pre- 


ſent Enquiry, concerning the 
Eftcacy of his Miniſtrations 
who enters by S:40zy, proceeds 


upon another Hypotheſes ; to wit, 


That ſuch a one 13s not the 
Miniſter of Jeſtis Chriſt ; and 
this being already prov'd, we 
cannot but approve of Grego- 
ry Poſition, That Qxicungque Sa 
cros Ordines vendimmt & emunt, 
Sacerdotes eſſe mon poſſunt : 


* Whoſoever ſell and buy Ho- 
c ly 
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*ly Orders, cannot be Prieſts. 
| And upon this ground: we muſt 
proceed to Determine in this 
Matter. 

Now, upon this account, it 
hath not only. been much que- 
ſton'd by ſome, Whether any 
Spiritual Bletfing or Benefit can 


be deriv'd from the Miniſtery 
of ſuch; but it hath becn 

confidently aſſerted, not only 
by Gregory, but by many O- 
thers, That the Mwmuſtrations 
of ſuch are altogether ' ineffe- 
tual, and can confer no good, 
nor tranſmit any . Spiritual 
Grace or Bleſſing. ' Whereupon, 
Gratian hath adopted it amongſt 
the Decrees - of the - Capor Law, 


Gratia, | fs, non gratis. datur, vel Cavl: 5 
accipitur, gratia non eſt - S320 Gan, Gra 
maci autem, &c. * Grace, if it tia, &c. 


© be not freely given Or received, 
* 1s not Grace. but. Simonia- 
* cal Perſons receive it not free- 
*Ily; therefore, they receive not 
* that 
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<that Grace which principally 
« hath- its Operation in Eecle- 
« fiaſtical Orders :-( That is, The 
< Miniſterial Grace, or Power $3 
* And if they do not receive 
< it, they have it not; and if 
by they have it not, neither free- 
© Iy, nor not freely, can they 
< give it unto any Man. And 
it ſeems indeed to be afſlerted 
upon good grounds: z:. For, 


only 2; 3h, Tf ſuch Perſons Cp! s | 
fhowed. 'before,')* be not the 
lawful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 
theti have they no- Title, nor 
Right to diſpenſe the Otdinan- 
ces of the Goſpel; which Chriſt 


Marth, 19. hath intrufted' only 'to his Mi- 


23 niſters, #0 whom alone. he hath 
conifigncd: #he Keys of the King- 
dom of 'Heaven, and committ- 
ted the Miniſtery of Reconci- 
Hatton; as 'His Ambaſſadours, EL 

fxysthe Apoſtle: So that when 
they” prefuime 'to - meddle on 
| CACLE 
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theſe Holy Myſteries, they do but 
acrilegioufly-' ulurp, without 
Authority from God, and ſo 
do diſpenſe them 'in .vain, and 
with an ineffe&tive Hand ; the 
bare external Seal of Ordinati- 
on by the hands of Man, with- 


{ ont the concurrence of the Di- 


vine Power, being of no' force 
to - work theſe EffeCts, which 
are the 'proper Emanations of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo that their 
Adminiftrations can be no mote 


| valid, than -a Reniiffion to a 


ouilty Perſon- from his Hand, 
who had ſurreptitiouſly affix d 
the King's Seal thereto, 'and 
without his Royal Conſent or 
Authority, had uſurped the Ot- 
fice of an Herauld to proclaim 
it. And'therefore, it was not 
a groundleſs Debate wherewith 
the Church of Roxe was trou- 
bled for ſeveral Years, inthe 
time- of Lev 'I'K. Whether 'Or- 
Ginations' eonferrd by ſuch Si- 

| moniacal 
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moniacal Uſurpers, were effe. 
tual ? Or, Whether they ſhould 
be Re-Ordain'd: who had been | © 
Ordain'd by them? 'And hoy- | P 
loever, Petrus Damian wrote 
his Book, call'd Gratiſſzmns, a- b 
gainſt thoſe who pleaded for 


Re-Ordination: And Leo in | © 
two ſeveral Councils at Rome, t 
allowed thoſe who had been tt 
Ordained by ſuch, to continue tl 
in their Office, after the doing t 
of- Forty - days Penance ; yet, - 


this ſeems to have been but of 
Indulgence, and to have pro- 1 
ceeded - rather from Neceifity | 


than Choice ; in reſpect of the F 
Tumult that was raiſed there- - 


about, - and in regard that a 
more tric Courſe would have th 
occaſion d the- Silencing of an 
infinite number of the Clergy, * 
and the laying waſte ſuch a Þ: 
multitude- of Churches, as ma- 
ny Territories ſhould have been 
without the ſound of the Goſpel; 

to 
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to the great prejudice of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; as may ap- 
pear by the ſame Petrus Da- 
wmianis Epiſtle to Henry Arch- 
Biſhop of Ravenna. And yet, I 
think Leo did right, not to Re+ 
ordain them; bur rather, upon 


their Repentance, to re-1nveſt 


them wath better Authority an 
the Exerciſe of thetr Office, tince 
they had once recerved Orders, 
how ineffective foever, through 
the want of the Divine Con- 
currence with a Simoniacal Or- 
dainer ; yet, the Charch ha- 
ving by the external Seal of Or- 
dination, once inyeſted ſuch .a 
one with an Ecclefiaſticat - Aus 
thority, ' to tranſmit the fame 
unto others z it had not been 
convenient, that the- Church 
ſhould have calld the Chatas 
Ger'of het own Ordination in 
queſtisn ** Neither needed they 
who had feceiv'd the ſame from 
the hand of ſuch, but the 
0 G Chutch's 
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Church's Approbation, far theie 
Adminiſtration ; and devout Ad- 
dreiles to God, "for the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt to render it 


eftectual. And therefore ſays 
Apud the Canon Law, Simoniacos no 
Grat. 
Cauſ.r. Ot40mace d Simoniacis Ordinatos, 
Qu.i. miſericorditer per Manis Impoſi- 
cuimus De- F:0emz, pro temeporis neceſſitate, 


cret, FL officio concedimus permanere'; 
* Thoſe whom we account $j- 

* moniacks, becauſe of their Or- 
* dination by Simaniacal Perſons, 
© but have not practiſed Simany 
© themſelves; we do, by the 
: Impoſition of Hands, graced 
; 'Iy give them leave to continue 

<* in their. Office, thraugh;the. ne; 
« ceſlity of. Time. . Whereby, it 
appears, That it was not thonght 
fit to Re-ordain ſuch, but on- 
ly confirm their former Ordina- 
tipn by. Impoſition of; Hands, 
without. pre, Rates of, Conls- 
ANN, n of pew a Binh... wi 
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' Secondly, It being undeniable, 
that the whole Efficacy of the 
Miniſtery depends- upon God, 
and 'that the Spiritual” Effects 


thereof flow wholly from that 


Power wherewith he doth-1n- 
dow and 1nable Men to. Admi- 
niſter in the Myſteries: of : the 
Goſpel, and from the Concourſe 
of . his Holy ' Spiric 'with them 


therein : ( For, The excellency 2 Cor, 4-7 


of the Power is of God, and not 


of ' Man 3; Neither is he that: plaut3 1 Cor. 3. 7. 


ah any thing, - neither. \he:> that: 
patereth any thing, buti God that 
veth - the Increaſe. :\)) Ito will 
then.undoubtedlv / follow, _ That 
the. external "Rite S. -of , Ordina- 
tion' can.:\tranſmnity.no; Ver-: 


| tvs: or Efficacy into his Miniſte- 


ty. who receivesithe-fame.with-: 
out the Call, : and: concurrence 
of the Holy . Ghoſt, 'and with+ 
out:any . promiſe :of Divine [In- 


/ Pence: upon His )Adminiftratis 
\ Jois;, Now.,, that: ihe whoren- 


G 2 ters 


Joly, 10, 


--: ;: Door? .. Or, upon what War- | 
rant or Promite. can: he ſtep out | 


Ads 8. 
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ters by Simony upon the Paſto- 
ral Office, is deſtitute of theſe, 
may. be evident. without much 
arguing :.. For, who can ſuppoſe 
that he-1s Calld of God, or 
that the Holy Ghoſt hath given 
Anthority to. his Ordination, 
who hath procur'd the ſame. by 
fnitter means, ſince our Saviour 
Hath: told us, that fuch are but 


: Threves and Robbers, who have 


not entered-in by him who is the 


toi. Ofkciate' 1n+. that: Function, 


C 


16th hope 08 any: Iractous  SuC- 
cets, : of-whom the Holy Ghoſt 


dotl witneſs, That he hath «&- | 


ther Dart, (noni Jok am) this matter; 
and: wilion! far: his ';execrable 
Merchandife,rither Lord would 
have: fconrged-out. of his Tem- 
ple?.” And whereas,. God:hath 
fail of:fuch .as-t0.unwarranta- 
bly:-uſurpyahdthrutt:themſctves 
tponluch an. Imployment, with 
£191 © uJ out 
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ont Ixvis Commiſhon or Com- 


mand, F ſent them not, H0r Com Jer. 23, 325 


manded them :, therefore they 
fall not profit this People at all, 


faith the Lord ; What Fruit or 


Effect then, what Blefling or Be- 
nefit, can be expeGted from his 
hands, to whom God hath gi- 
ven no Commilhton, upon whom 
the Spirit of God hath not de- 
{cended in Ordination, and o- 
ver whom he hovers not it 
his Adminiſtrations, © to render 


_ them productive of theſe Gra- 
'ces which he hath defign'd his: 


Ordinances to work by the Mi- 
niſtery of the Goſpel ? 


But what then-ſhalF become: 
. the Flock, over which. he is: 


To this F fay, That truly F 


look upon it as: one. of the fad-- 
deft Diſpenfations- that. ears be-- 
fall. a People, to be given' over” 


G. 3 | 9+ 
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tw the Charge of a Simoniacal 
Perſon : For, ſince the Prieſt's 
Miniſtery 15 the Inſtrument of 
conveying all the Bleflings which 
are annexed to the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Evangelical Ord: 
nances, What can "be thought, 
þut that God hath a Contro- 
verlie with that People, whom 
he gives up to the Conduct of 
thote from whom they can de- 
rive none of theſe Bleffings ? 
But in this Caſe, as divers Per- | 
ſons may in the ſame Flock, 
have different Perſuaſions about 
It; ſo muſt we cautioully dt 
{ſtinguiſh and difference them, 
according to their various Sen- 
timents thereof. There may be 
ſome, to whom the S1,0ny Of 
ſuch a Paſtor is notorious and 
and known, but reflected upon 
by them with Grief and Re- 
oret : There may be others 
who know it, and yet do wil 
lingly Ry with hun ; - And 
there 
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there may alſo be many, who 
are altogether ignorant thereof. 


Firſt, To thoſe who know- a 


| Paſtor-to have conveyed himſelf 


in upon - them. by Simoniacal 
Means, and are griev'd that 
they ſhould be: given over to 
tuch'- a hopeleſs: Miniſtery, I 
tay; it highly concerns them, 
to ſearch into © the | Cauſe: of 
God's Controverſie with them ; 


| and it 1s. like, they ſhall find it- 
to be fuch as provoked God of. 


old, to give over his People 
to the like Judgment, to the 
ſeduction of falſe and treache- 
rous Prophets, and of covetous 
and careleſs, cruel and fooliſh 
Shepherds and Watchmen ; to 
wit, becauſe they deſpiſed his 
Word, and were diſobedient 
and rebellious to the Voice of 
his faithful Meflengers ; as may 
appear from Mzcah, Zephaniah, 
Zechariah, and others of the 

G4 Prophets. 


M1C.2.6,11.-. 
and:3, 6, 7,.. 
> 
Zeph. 3. 4«.. 
Zech. Ll... 
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Prophets. And it is no doubt, 
People's contempt of the Goſ- 
pel,, and unfruitfulneſs under 
the Labours of faithful Paſtors, | 
that provokes God to remove 
fuch from them, and to give 
them over to ſuch Fhieves, and, 
Robbers, and Hirelings, whoſe 
Minultery can do them no good. 
And therefore, the only coun- 
{l I can give to thoſe in fuch 
a- condition, i, ſcrioutly to re= 
fle&t upon, and with Sorrow to, 
be-humbled: in the ſight of God 
for this Sin, and by ſtrict Bonds 
to deyote themſelves for the- 
future, to a greater: love and 
regard of the Goſpel, to a more 
reverend eſteem of, and obedi- 
ence: unto faithful Minilters, 
and' to a better improvement 
of the Means of Grace. This 
is the moſt hopeful Means. and 
Method I know, for a ſpeedy 
removal of this Judgment, and. 
tor reſcuing, . theuz from that: 
; Snare: 


_ 


of 
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whom this Stmoniacal Entrance. 
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&«s, whilft thns-they - have-fel- 
his. Spiritual Theft, do. conſent 
| of Iraet; / and the: Apoſtle of 18- 


That none | hould ; Communi-- 


8-4 
Hare whereinto their Sins haye- 
intangled. them.. 


Secondly, As for: thoſe. to 


of ſuch.a one. into the Miniſte- - 
rial Charge is known, and yet 
by them. a ready” compliance 
yielded; unto him ;. nor only. 
ſhall his- Adminiſtrations prove 
to ſuch ineffetnal; hut by-their 
conſent and* cornpliance there-- 
m, they. involve themſelves-in- 


the puilt of his - ſinful. Pradti-- 


lowſhip with. the! _unfruittul 
work of. Darkneſs, and : ſeeing - 


tte him 3a: Sin'evidently con-- 
demned, both | by the.. Pfalmiſt pry, «c, 
the Gentiles... And: upon” this?" 555" 
account, Aquinas concludes ; 


ate with . him in the execath - 
on of: his. Orders;:, nor-accept - 
G: 55 of x 
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of Ordination from his hand 
who is known to be promoted 
by Simony ; whilſt he. lays, 
Luod ille qui Simoniace recipit 
Sacrum Ordinem, &*c. * That 
© he who Simoniacally receives 
* Holy Orders, he receives in- 
* deed. the Character of Order, 

© in regard of the Efficacy of 

* that Sacrament ; yet notwith- 
* {tanding, . he . receives neither 
* the Grace, nor the Execution 

of that. Order:: . And that, 
© becauſe: he hath ſurreptitiouſ: 
£ ly, or by theft, taken the Cha- 
© racter, or Seal, contrary to 

* the Will of the Principal 
© Lord ; and therefore, he ſtands 
< juſtly "Suſpended, both as. to 
« himſelf, fo wit "That he do not 

« meddle with the Execution of 

* his Order; and as to others, 
* to wit, That none Communt- 
| * cats. with him in the Execu- 
*tion thereof, Nay farther, 
he ſays, That Nec propter pre- 


ceptum 
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ceptum ejus, nec propter Excom-- 
municationen, Oc . -* Neither 
« for : his - Command: | ' nor. for- 
©. the Thunderbolts of his Ex=- 
* communication, ſhould any: 
* Man be moved to receive Or-: 
-dination from his hands whom 
© he'knows: to thave beer: Ad- 
* vanced! in a Simoniacal Way. 


| And all this he allerts, both: 


upon the account of the want-- 
of Efficacy: in ſuch a one's Ad-. 
miniſtratians, and in regard of 
the; unlawfulneſs to Communt- 
cate: with him 10 Sin. 


But, 1{hirdly, To thoſe who 
are..altogether ignorant of, and 
unacquainted - with the Simo- 
macal Practices, -.-whereby he 
who bears the Name of their 
Paſtor. ' hath. entred into that 
Function ;- my Charity leads me: 
to. judge, That, though ſucly 
a,0ne be not the; lawful Mini- 
ſter : ;of.»:Jefus: Chriſt, yet: _ 
Ordt 
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Ordinances of: the Goſpel Ad-. 
miniſtred - by him, may prove. 
eftettual unto: them. z whilſt, 
attending ' thereto; with an in- 
nocent and religious. Devotion, 
out of a pious, Obedience unto. 
God's. Command, and an holy 
Reverence to. theſe Sacred: My- 
ſteries, they do. in the ſimplici- 
ty: of their Hearts communi-. 


cate therein, as ſuppoſing. them, 


Adminiſtred by. a lawful Au-- 
thority.. But, what Benefit they: 
derive. thence, is not by: Vertue: 
of his Miniſtery, but. out. of a; 
paternal Indulgence, and. reſpe& 
| to: their pious. Intentions 3; 
whereby. it comes to-paſs, That, 
as..God oft /times. gives Rem 
Dacramenti; ſme Sacramento, the: 
Matter 'of the 'Sacrament, with-- 
out' the Sacrament 5 ſo he may: 
be pleaſed. to convey: EfeFux:: 
Moniſteris fine Miniſtro, the'Et- 
&& of. the Miniftery, andthe 
Refling- of. his Ordinance, _ | 

h EC. 
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he be: no true Miniſter that 
diſpenſeth -it.z, without regard. 


_ to: whom, Gad doth. oft times. 


concur: with. his. own Ordi- 
nances, and. maketh them. pro- 
duce bleſled. Effects, as the Re- 


ward. of; a private. Piety, . and. 


as the Returns of. the Prayers 
of the Saints; of: fuel. a Con-- 
gregation- offered. up with pure 
Hands and. Hearts, and of. the- 
Interceſions of the Catholick: 
Church, which She. daily put- 
teth up in the behalf. of. all. 
Her Members. For, He who 


hath ſaid, Where two or. three Matth. 18; 


are gathered: together in my. Name, **- 
there am I im the midſt- of them : 


And, that. the effeFual fervent James 5... 
: Prayer *-of a righteows: Man a-** 
waileth mach « 4rd, that to the pl, 112, 


Opright, there ariſeth* Light. in*. 
Darkrwefs : He who hath ſaid: 
fo,-: arid made'theſe, and-ma-- 
ny::other, gracious: Promiſes. to - 
his Church, and. to the: Pray--- 
| CIS- 


$$. 
ers of his Saints, and -te the 
Devotion. of the Upright, will 
not fruſtrate them of the Fruits 
of their Religious Performan- 
ces, upon the account of his 
Adminiſtration, - whoſe Guilt in 
intruding upon - the Þ fame, is 
none of - theirs, whilſt they-do 
not Communicate with - him 
therein, either by Knowledge, 
Connivance, or Conſent. 

And this is all I can war- 
rantably ſay to this -purpoſe. - | 
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CHAF VL 
A Warning to Young Men, 


in reference to their En: 
Iry upon Spiritual Offices 
zn the Church. Bo 


- UCH is commonly the heat 
x) of Youthin poſting towards 
Preferment , | that it out-runs 
the 
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the conſideration, not only of 
the proper Ends, but alſo of the 


diſproportion of its own Abi- 


lities, for the diſcharge of the 
great and weighty Dutics of 
the high Office and Imploy- 
ment to which it aſpires: For, 
as, Calpin ſays. truly, Contigit 
omnes fere juvenes turgidos eſſe, 


&- faſtuoſos, mo mbes tranſ-. 


 olare poſſent +. © It 1s incident 


* almoſt. to all Youths, to be 
* big of Self-conceit, and proud- 
« ly to. raiſe their Feathers, -as 

* if they could Mount above 
* the Clouds. So that, like Phae- 
ton, they muſt needs be ſet in 
their Father's Chariot, though 
the Event of their prepoſterous 
Undertaking ſhould be, to pre- 
Cipitate themſelves to «We own 
Ruine, and to hazard to ſet 
theWorld on fire. And through 
ſuch prepoſterous Indiſcretion, 
doth it come to paſs, that ma- 


ny Young Men aſpiring to the 


Holy 
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Holy Calling of the- Miniſtery; | 


do both in their Entry there- 


to, and afterwards. in the Exer-- 
ciſe thereof, ſtumble into thoſe 
Errours, which bewray miſpla-- 
ed and. diſordered ' AﬀeCtions ;. 
and are ſuitable neither to the 
Dignity, nor- Divine. Ends. of. 


that Sacred Function: . 


Miſtake me not, Dear Bre- 
 #hyen, as if it. were my. deſign. 


to. reproach Young Men, or by 


reflecting upon. others, to pur- 
chate. an Opinion of the 1nno-- 
cency of. mine own paſt Youth, 
from. thoſe Infirmities and Er-- 
rours which- are incident. to 0-- 
thers ;  ({ nay, I defire. rather to . 


be humbled in the fight of God, 


for the leaſt Errour - or Irregn-- 
larity, whereunto I am. .ſenfible.. 
that the Folly of my Yonth-- 
ful AﬀeCtions have betray'd me.) 
But what I tpeak-15-out of com-- 
paſſion; and for precaution, that - 
you: may. the more. attentively. 
watcit: 
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watch againſt thoſe Dangers 
mto which the temerarious Fer- 
vour of that imprudent Age, 
may drive you. headlong: For 
thus. it 1s, 1 fear, that many are 
ted into the Snare of Simory. 
And therefore I defire to warn 
all who are aiming at this Ho- 
Iy Calling, that | they would 
take heed how they enter there- 
upon. 

Wherefore, as I have ſufhci- 
ently ſhewed before, how great 
and hamous a Crime. this: fir 
of $1101 y iSz fo now I ad. 
jure thee in the fear of God; 
whoſoever thou art, that de- 
figneſt to undertake the Sacred 
Office. of the. Miniſtery mm the- 
Church of Chrift, . as thou. 
wouldſt wiſh to avoid the for-. 
midable Guitt of that Sin, and: 
to enter. upon that Holy Fun- 
ftion, and ſerve him with. a 
g00d Conſcience therein, who 
tees, in feeret, and ſearches the 
Hearts: 
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Hearts and Reins, and will ren- 
der unto every one- according 
to their ways; that thou ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what thou art 
doing; and before thou pre- 

_ fume to meddle therewith, 
{tritly examine whether thou 
be Call'd of God thereto... For 
the Lord will have none to 
terve him in (his Houſe, but 
thoſe who are called by him- 
felf: And therefore the Apoſtle 

Heb. 5. 4 Pant hath told - us, - That »o 
Man taketh this Honour to him- 
felf, but he ' that is called of 
God, as was Aaron - And it 1s 
this, that he ſo often pleads 

Rom. 1.1. for the Authority of his own 

>" i. Miniſtery, That he was called, 

and ſet apart of God thereto : 

In kom. 1. Whereupon Chryſoſtom ſays, Ubi- 
gue ſe wocatum commemorat 3 
oſtendens, quod non ambiendo 

. adeptus ſit, ſed wocatus acceſſe- 
rit : © Heallways mentions him- 
* himſelf to be called, ſhewing, 

* That 
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* That he had not courted that 
* Oftice by indirect Means, but 
* that being called, - he came 
© thereto. And without this 


ul. 


and Commiſhton from 


God, none hath right to Ad- 
miniſter the ſame : For, How Rom. 10: 
ſhall they Preach ( lays the ſame ry 
Apoſtle, ) except they be ſent 2. 

And therefore, although God 

hath been pleaſed, for prevent- 

ing that confuſion, which vam 


pretenſions to a Divine Call 


might introduce into his Church, 
to appoint an . Ordinary way 
tor the confirmation of his own. 
Call, by the Seal of Ecclefia- 
ſtical Ordination.z yet, when 
that Seal is procured from the 
hands of Men, where the Call 
is wanting from the hands of 
God, it is of ſmall fignifican- 
cy ; it is but the ſetting up of 


a Man 
Houſe, without the Maſter's 


in an Office in the 


conſent. © Therefore again, I 


warn 
Fl 


( i 3 

warn thee, ſtrictly to exanune, 
| before thon preſume 'to enter 
upon this Office, Whether thou 
be Called thereunto by God : 
For, if without his Call, by in- 
_ diret means, thoa thruſt thy 
felf into it, what wilt thou 
Anfwer in the Day when the 
Maſter of the Houſe ſhall call 
his Servants to an account, 
and finding thee among(t them, 
ſhall put home this Queſtion 
to. thee, Amice, quomodo huc in- 
triſti & Friend, how came 
thon in hither «© Whatſoever 
thou may'(t deviſe to ſay now 
for thy ſelf before Men, I fear, 
then thou ſhalt be ſpecchleſs ; 
and what the end thereof ſhall 
be, thou may'ſt eaſily preſage. 

Now, when I warn thee to 
examine thy Call from God, I 
do not bid thee ſearch after it 
by any extraordinaxy Signs, or 
walt upon any immediate Re- 
vYtlation from Heaven, to aſſure: 
thee. 
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thee thereof'; but I would 


have thee ſeriouſly to conſider, 


Whether thou findeſt a concur- 
rence. of theſe things upon 
thine own Heart, which God 
worketh by his Spirit, as things 
which he necefarily. requireth 
m thoſe whom: he calls; . and 
thereby thou may\t. come to 
know, whether thou - be . CalF'd 
of him, or not. | 


 £5rſs, Conſider then the. End 


| thou propoſeſt unto- thy ſelf in. 


this Holy Function: : For, whom 
God calls, he ſets their Eye 
upon the right End. Now, 
the great End . of the Miniſtery 
of. the: Goſpel, ' 18, The Glory 
of. Gad, i and the Salvation of 
Man. + : That this: was the End 
of God's ſending forth Mini- 
ſters_to preach. the. Goſpel, that 
for; his Qlory-they' ſhould make 
manifeſt:the tranſcendent Riches 
of his: Grace in 'Chgiit; _ 


| 


| 
i 
| 
} 
1 
| 
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be Inſtruments, by diſpenſing 
the Means of Grace, . for - the 
Converſion of ' Souls, and : for 
advancing them by Faith - in 
the Lord Jeſus, to the partici- 
pation of eternal Lite and Hap- 
pineſs, is clear from the Words 
of the : Apoſtle: Paul, who ſpeak- 
ing to'the Ephefrars: of his Mi- 
niſtery, in: the. Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, ſays, whereof 1 was made 

Eph. 3.7,8. 4 Miniſter, ---— that 1 ſhould 
Preach among the. Gentiles, the 
anſterchable Riches. of Chriſt. 
And. to the : Corinthians, ſhew- _ 
ing: forth» the end: of his Mini- 

2 Cor. 4. 6. {tery; fays, God: who commant- 
ed the: Light to ſhine out of Dark- 
refs; hath ſhined .iz our: Hearts, 
to) give” 'the: Light 'of ithe Know- 
ledze -of the: Glory off God, (itt 
thei Face. of Jeſus Chriſt. . And, 
in: his. Speech. :before King. 4- 
ge5ppa,../heiideckires,:O0!Thatiithe 
End : for which: :Jefirsi}Chrift 

had appeared - unto ' him, ! to 
| make 
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make him" a Miniſter of the 
Gentiles, was, To oper their Eyes, a a 25. 
and to turn them from Dark- 18. 
neſs to Light, 
Power of 7 > tk to God, that they 
might recerve Forgiveneſs of Sims, . 
and Inheritance among them .which 
are ſandified by Faith that 'is 
in hizz. Nay, that' this 25 the 
creat deſign of God in'the Mi- 
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and 


niltery of the ' Goſpel, 


lo ignorant as-:not, :to know 2? 
And therefore, he will have the 
ſame to-, be the deſign of / all 
who undertake. the: Miniſtery 
For, if he will:have 
this to;; be the principal End 
of. all qur AGions, :faying, :Whe- 1 _— 
ther. yereeh, or. drink, ,or whatſos. 3 
ever ; "W100, fo alk to;the Glo-: 
. . Much -more wHl 
he: have. is to-be: the principal 
End-oinj: that: work, wherein his 
Glory,..and;,\the..: Salvation:..of 
Souls  are-: more, immediately 
conceraadonfe that, -if thou be 


thereof :' 


ry. of . God 


ro0- the 
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Calld of God, thine Eye will 
be upon this, as the principal 
End and Scope that thou - aim- 
eſt at. But he who defigns not 
this, but intends his own Pre- 
ferment, or Profit, to which he 
refolves to make the Mini{tery 
fubſervient, as a Mean to raiſe 
him from the Danghill ; or, it 
-3t may be, as a reſcue from Po- 
verty, or from the contempt of 
a broken Fortune, I'm ſure, is 
not Called of God. ' And it is 
no wonder to ſee ſuch a one fall 
into the Snafe of Szmoxy, ſince 
baſe Deſigns find hardly Abet- 
tors, but ſuch as are -procured 
by Bribes. - But) what he will 
Anſwer, when the Lord ſhall 

ut /home - to- him both. tlieſe 
Queſtions together, Amice, \ quo- 
mdo huc —_ 2: Friend; how 
canzeſt thou in hither © And: again, 
Amite, quorſum hue” introfti' 2 
Friend, for what' End cameſt 
| | Secondly, 
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Secondly, Confider whethet 
thou be ſenſible of the weight 
of ſuch a Charge. Whom God 
calls to the Work of the Mint- 
ſtery, he works in their Hearts 
a deep ſenſe of the weight and 
burthen theteof.z and to this 
&fect, he ſhews them what La- 
bour, and Trouble, and Pains 
they muſt be at; what Tenta« 


tions, and Tribulations, and Af- 


fronts, they will meet with z 
and how they will have many 


| Enemics, and muſt grapple with 
much Oppoſition and Contra= 


diction 4 and what a weighty 
Charge, the Charge of Souls 
is; what account they muſt 
give thereof to him ; and how 
the Blood thereof will be re- 
quired at their Hands, if through 
their default they periſh. Of 
theſe things our Saviour watn'd 


his Apoſtles, when he ſent then Math. r> 
forth upon the Work of the 1591708 


Miniſtery : And this the Lord 
"ok warned 


Erck. 33. 
E. 
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warned Ezekiel of, when he 
ſet him to be a Watchman un- 
to the Houſe of 1/rae/. Nay, 
and in hundreds of Texts, the 
Lord in the Scripture fets this 
before their Eyes, whom he 
Calls, and ſends forth ; there- 
by to engrave upon their Hearts 
the ſenſe of the Charge where- 
of they are to undertake the 
Burthen, that ſo they may count 
the coſt before they begin the 
Work : And therefore, when 
the Lord told Ananzs that had he 
called Saxl, as a choſen Veſldl, 
to bear his Name before the 
Gentiles, he ſaid withal, I wil 
ſhew him how great things. he 
annſt ſuffer for my Name's ſake. 
So that, if thou be Called of 
God, thou wilt have a deep 
ſenſe of the weight and bur- 
then of the Miniſtery, upon thy 
Spiritz and wilt look upon it, 
as a Work that requires much 


Watching, and Faſting, and| 


Prayer. 


-w; 
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Prayer. And ſure, whoſgevet 
15 touched with this ſenſe, and 
{erioufly confidereth what a 
weighty Charge 1t 1s, wHI ne- 
ver make uſe of the Silvet- 
keys of Sou Magns, to open 
a Paſſuge for himſelf thereto z 
nay, ſave upon the account of 


the Obhgation of a Call frons 


God, he would not ſtoop te 
to 'take it up. It is only a de- 
luſory Fancy of carnal Minds, 
that, looking upon it as an Ot- 


fice deſtin'd for Eaſe, and Pleas 
ure, and Profit, makes Men 


run to purchaſe it with Mo> 
ney. 


Thirdly, Conſider whethet 


-thon be ſenfible of thine own 


Inſufficiency, and diſptoportion 
of thy Abilities for the Work z 
For, whom God calls, he im- 


prints upon their Hearts the 


humble fenſe thereof, that they 


| may go forth, not in confidence 


H 2 of 


2 Cor. 2. 
16. 


2 C2r. 3. 
5, Oo 


and 4. 10 


Jer. 1. 6, 
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of their own Strength, but of 
the Strength of him who cal- 
leth them. So as the conſide- 
ration thereof made the Apoſtle 
Paul cry out, Who is ſufficient 
for theſe things ? And again, 
Not that we are ſufficient of our 
ſelves to think any thing, as of 
our ſelves 5 but- our ſufficiency is 
of God ; who alſo hath made us 
able Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
rent. The deep ſenſe of which 
Inſufficiency, hath made many 
able Men of humble Minds, et- 


_ ther to decline, or with a great 


reluctancy to embark upon an 
Employment to which they 
perceived their Strength ſo une- 
qual. Thus Moſes, when God 
was ſending him upon his Met- 
{age, ſaid, "Lord, who am 1? 
and, O my Lord, I am not elo- 

ent. yt thus Feremiah cry'd 
out, 4b Lord on behold I 
cannot ſpeak, for I am a Child. 
And this made many in the 
Primitive 
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Primitrve Church deaf to all 
Entreaties and Arguments, t11l 
they were forced thereupon: by 
Violence ; which exceſiive A- 
verſion, though I dare not al- 
together commend, yet 1t 'gtves 
me ground to ſay, that tf thoit 
be Called of God, thou witt 
have 1n thine Heart ſuch an 
humble ſenfe of thine own In- 
ſufficiency and Weakneſs tor 
the Work, , as will put theegaf 
not in fear to: undertake, atleaſt 
oft to thy knees to:begStrengtlx 
from above. $0- that ; there 1s 
juſt ground to-doubt their Call; 
where thts 1s wanting $.aS may 
be- perceived in forme, - who, jaf- 
ſoon as they have -cammenced 
Maſters of Arts, before they 
have well ftudied the common 
Principles of- the Doftrine of 
Divinity, ( much leſs the true 
practice of Chriſtianity, 110 the 
mortification of their Youthful 
Aﬀedctions ;) begin immediately 

3 to? 
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to court Churches with fuck 
_ confidence, as if the ſuperficial 
Knowledge of fome few ſpecu- 
lative Points of Theology, and 
the reading over of ſome, 
Patnphlets, had rendred them 
fufficiently qualified for the Mi- 
niſterial Office, never confider= 
ing the great Endowments of 
Learning, Prudence, Holineſs, 
and Gravity, that are required 
tor the difcharge- of the Duties 
thereof, and for making them 
fhine as Enſamples. to the Flock. 
And hence k comes. to pals, 
that with a prepoſterous ſpeed 
they run, to have themſelves 
ſlefs'd of ſome Charge ; and 
Ht any thing intervene, to fore- 
{tall} their- Deſires; or to hin- 
der the ſucceſs of their Endea- 
vours, then all imaginabk Arts. 
fhall be made uſe of, which. the 
Spirit of Siz20ny can devile, to 
tender their Purpoſe effteual. 


Fourtkly, 


Lo, 
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Fourthly, Conſider by what 
Inſtinct thou art moved, to de- 
fign thy ſelf for this Holy Of- 
tice. Whom God calls, he 
ftirs them up by the ſecret In- 
ſtinc& of his Bleſted Spirit , 
whereby he works in then 
ſuch Divine Motions of fervent 
Charity, and Zeal for his Glo- 
ry, and the Salvation of Souls, 
as they are driven thereby to: 
calt themiclves upon greateſt 
Hardſhips, and to refolve to _ 
facrifice their own Eaſe, Quiet, 
and carnal Intereſts, in a Cal- 
ling wherein they may ſerve 
God to theſe Ends. As the A- 
tle Pau] was, when he went 
und in the Spizit unto Je- 
ruſalem, where, he knew Bonds 
and Afflictions were abiding. 
him; the Motions of Charity 
and Zeal ſo drove him, that he 


xe, neither af Þ » 


unto. ſel _ fo #hat far 
; H. 4. finiſh 


faid, None of of theſe 7 «7 Tip ter 220Ve Ads 20.246- 
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finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and 
the Miniſtery which 1 have re- 
ceived” of the Lord TFeſus, to te- 
ſtiffe the Goſpel of the grace of 
God. And agam, I am ready 
not to be bound only, but alſo 
to die at Jeruſalem for the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus. And as he 
was moved by the like Inſtinct, 
to lay himſelf out for the Sal 
vation of the Corinthians, to 
whom being abont'to come, 'he 
faid, I will wery gladly ſpend 
and 'be ſpent for you; though 
the more aboundantly I love you, 
the leſs 'I be loved. . And o, 
if thou be Called” of God, by 
ſuch Motions of Charity and 
Zeal,. kindled by the' Spirit. of 
God. in thy Heart, will it Þe 
that thou art carried to a de- 
fire for the Miniſtery of' the 
Goſpel. But, when 'the, carnal 


' Motions" bf Attbition!" or Co- 


vctoulnels," works \panting -aF- 
ter this Office's as. theſe Mott- 
: 90 QNs 
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ons are not from the: Inſtin& 


of. the' Spirit of God, but of 
the Spirit. of the World.; fo 
neither hath he a Cal trom: 
God, who 1s. driven: thereby. 
And it-is. no wonder to lee fuch. 
a one feek to make. a: Paſſage 
for his: own: Eatrance, by the: 
counſel of that ſame. Spirit- 
which was the principal Mo-- 
ver in: his Defign, and hath the- 
chief hand in: Siumoniacal Bar-- 
SANs... 


And now. Finally, I-woutd: 
adviſe thee; That: after | thou: 
haſt examined. thine own Heart;.. 
though: thou even find: in thy. 
{elf- a- concurrence of-: theſe: 
things, in ſuch - a conſiderabte- 
meaſure. as. may. beget in thee- 
a confidence., that God. -ap-- 
proves of' thy purpote , and: 
calls thee to ſerve him in the- 
Miniſftery of his: Church, yet: 
thou rea fe not make t00.muekh 

H. 5; haſtes, 
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haſte, nor run to thrutft thy fel£ 
thereinto, before God open a. 
tair Noor of Entrance for thee.. 
I cannot. but look upon it as an 
Errour, and an adt of too pre- 
poſterous: fpeed, -for any to in- 
tude where the Door is. but 
half open; or to fecure him- 
felt with an Anti-date of a. Suc- 
cetlon to the Charge of a Li- 
ving Incumbent :. Of which, be- 
Hades. ithat, through the uncer- 
tainty. of his. own Lite, he 1s. 
uncertain of his. future Enjoy- 
ment ; he alſo 'throws. himſelf 
2Bpon'the tentation of that hai- 
nous. Sin, which. with little 
tnſe, ts. too commonly lodged 
in the unnatural Breaſts of young, 
rich Heirs, amongſt whom. we 
find: it. too often Pverified : 


'Fjlns.ante diem-Patrios: inquitit 
mY Annos. 


That the Son ves. with. mur-- 


thering Defires, in. a continual. 
long- 
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longing for his Old Father's. 
Death, whereby he may come 
to: be poſleſs'd. of his Fortune. 
And whoſoever runs.upon. ſuch-- 
like Danger, 1s too little pri-- 
vy to the corruption of. his: 
own Heart ; which ſhould. be. 
a principal part of his Study, 
both to underſtand, and. to- 
watch. againſt, who deſires: to: 
enter upon the Holy Miniſtery :- 
And.which,. whoſoever: ſtudies: 


well, will wait, till God by ma-- 


king a clear and pure Paſſage 
tor him, evidence that he hath- 
Called him- thereto, and: that: 
he hath. not. run before, God. 
{ent him:. | 
Yet would. I not. have: any- 
Man ſuppoſe, that .I- zntend,. 
that he who. hath: been .fin-- 
cerely. deligning: himſelf. for-the. 
Service of.. God .in. the: Minifte— 
ry; and: finds..a proper - Oecaſi-- 
on; ſhould. forbear. to- do. any 
king, or: follow.. the. lawful. 
- Means: 
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Means for attaining thereto. 
For, though the deep ſenſe of 
the weightineſs of the Work; 
and of a' Man's own Inſuffici- 
ency, ſhould make- him fear, 
and beware 'to thruſt hitnſef 
upon. it; yet it bewrays too 
little of charitable Zeal-to God's 
Service, and the good of Souls, 
when he ſees. an open Door: 
to, lye tike a Block without 
any Motion, or ſtand idly ga- 
Zing, till Men come. and hale- 
him violently to the Work. 
Nor ſee I how he can avoid 
the blame, of a flothful Ser- 
vant, who ufeth no'lawful Er- 
deavours to put his Talent to, 
exchange, when a convenient 
Seaſon calls for it.. Nay, it 

ves. too much- occaſion for 
Nilpicion- of ' Hypocriſie, and 
affected Nicety in any; who af- 
ter- he- hath for a- conſiderable 
ſpace, been: fitting himſelf. for 
the Miniſtery; ſhould pretend. 


air Averſion thereto, till it were: 
forced upon' him "againſt -his 
Will. * The: Apoſtle Peter. hath 


exlhorted- otherwiſe, bidding 


take the overſight of the Flock, 


not by conſtrazitt, (om Opetry 2.950, 1 Pete. 5:24. 


not by being forced, - or com- 
pelled thereto,” ) but willingly. 
And if it was ſpoken. to the 
commendation of Amaziah the 
Son of Zichrs, a Captain-in: the 


Wars of Judah, that he /—=c_ 


lingly offered himſelf unto the ” 
Lord: It can be no Reproach 
tor him, who finds. his Lips 
touched with a Eive-coal from 
the Altar, when he hears:-the 


ord, by opening a Door, ſay-- 


ing, Who- will go for #92 wil- 
lingly to offer himfelf in this. 
Spiritual' War, and to go. to 
thoſe who ſtand in the Lord's 
ſtead; and ſay with -the Pro- 


bet, Here am I, ſend me: For iſa. 6:9. 


whatſoever Diſcoura gement-the 


ſenſe. of. his own: Infuftcieney 


may 
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may breed in him, yet the Sin- 
cerity of Js. Intentions, and the 
Evidences. of a Call from God, 
may give him contidence {to re- 
ly upon his Grace, as ſufficient 
tor him, . whoſe Strength.is made 
perfect in Weakneſs. 


| CHAP. VI. 
A Word of. Warning to 


Patroas. 


T T is much to- be regretted; 

that the Patrons of Churches. 
fhould be generally ſo obnoxi- 
ous to. that odious: -Reproach 
.of the Sin of Szzw0zy, wherem 
it /is the Lot. of the Innocent 
to ſuffer with the Guilty. But. 
that which hath , given occaſion: 
thereto, ; is, That the. moſt. of: 
- Patrons. have never ferioutly 
conſidered - the nature. or end. of: 
their-Power:z, and forme. have. 
acver look'd upon. it as a:Mat- 
[1515 
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ter wherein their Conſcience is; 
much concerned, but rather as. 
an occaſion, whereby they may: 
either gratifie athers, or ſerve: 
their own Intereſts. Where- 
by 1t comes to .paſs, that Pre-- 
f{entations are oft times. diſpoſed 
of by them, without due con- 
fderation of-the:'Qualities of the 
Perfons, or Weight of the 
Charge; but that he fpeeds 'bet- 


ter at their: Hands, whoſe im- 
portunity by Favour, or Bribes, 
commends. hinrunto them, than 


he who for his Worth, might 
zuſtly-be-Prefterr'd. Now, I am. 


4uch a Friend both. to:the Con- 
fcience and: Honour: of all.here- 
n concerned, that I wiſh-from 


my heart, I could give fuch. an 
effeualWarning, as might make. 
thenz all ſtudy to preſerve their: 
Souls free from the - Guilt, and: 
their -Honour-from: the-Stain of 
ich an.odious Crime.. 

L am not to debate: with you: 
who: 


Matth. 25. 
I9-. 
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who have this-Power, how:you 
have” come 'by. it, or by what 
Title or Right you hold it.. But 
ſeeing* you are in Poſleſſion 
thereof, I would warn you to 
look upon it as a Matter of great 
Truſt, for' which you mult be 
accountable tothe great God of 
Heaven and Earth : For, there- 
by the Vineyard of God'\comes 
under- your: Charge, to look out 
for faithful Labourers-to put in- 
to it ; thereby you are-entruſted 
with the Souls-of People; to look 
out for faithful Paſtors to commit 
them. to.. And if, for: the leaſt 
Falent that- Men receive, the | 
Eord hath told, That he will. 

reckon: with them: how. they 
have employ'd it ;- and that, for 
whatſoever Truſt: is committed 
unto-any Man; the - upſhot' at 


Luke 16, 2, 14ſt muſt be, Give account of ithy 


Stewardſhip :- How much more 
will he call for a Reckoning at 
YOUr. hands, who. have ſo: great: 
2. Talent;. 
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a Talent, and to whom 1s com- 
mitted fuch an high Truſt, as: 
that wheretn the welfare of his 
Vineyard, and the Salvation of 
the Souls of his People is ſo 
much concerned ! If then, when 
the Vineyard 1s grown over 
with Thorns, and: Nettles have 
covered the face thereof, through 
your placing of flothful or care- 
leſs Labourers therein , the 
Ground thereof complain, and 
the Barren-trees cry out, wherr 
their. Lord comes to call for 
Fruits, what will you. Anſwer 
unto him? _ And, if the Souls 


| of 24m perifh, through your 
placing 1gnotant- and unfaithful 


Paſtors over them, 'when thecry 
of their: Blood aſcends to Hea- 
yen againſt you, what Venge- 
ance may ye-expect ſhalÞit draw 
down uport your Heads > 
' Therefore I world warn''yor, 


as ye would - with to Avoid the: 


Vengeance. of the Almighty; _ 
1% 
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be free from the Blood of Souts, 
to beware of making, uſe of, or 


rather of abuſing your Power 
in a Stmonical way. I have 


ſhewed before, how hainous a 


Crime S:zz0zy is and I tell you 
truly, 3t will prove a curſed 
Merchandiſe unto you, to fell 
away a Spiritual Charge for hu- 
mane Favour, or Bribes, or Mo- 
ney, or any matter of worldly 
Intereſt. Conſider, alas | What 
do you {ell> Even the Gift of 
God which he hath put into 
your hands, not te purchaſe 
worldly Benefit to your ſelves, 
but Glory to him > And how 
will he take it at your hands, if 
you thus abuſe your Truſt, and 
ferve your felves of him? Nay, 
again confider, What: do you 
fell > Even the Souls of God's 
People, which you betray, into 
whoſe hands you care not, ſo 
get your Price. And what 


| ſold 


xtter are you rhan Judas? He: 
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fold the innocent Blood of Je- 
ſus. Chriſt, and you ſell the Blood 
of theſe Souls for which it was 
thed ; he fold a Saviour, to gra- 
tife the Rulers; and you {ell 
Souls, to gratifie, it may be, ſome 
Friend, or great Perſon ; he fold 
a Saviour for Thirty pieces of 
SHver, and you ſell hundreds of 
Souls for, it may be, a little 
greater Sum. But whatſoever 
the Price be, alas, bow unhbap- 
py Merchants are you! And, 
what a- poor Purchaſe make 
you ! If you do i to gratifie 
Man, your-Gain can #t no wiſe 
countervatl your Damage; whylſt 
you loſe ' the Favour of the: 
Creator, to conciliate the Fa- 
vour of the Creature, who, 'ts; 
like, at laft wyl requite you as 
the Elders. of the Jews did Ju- 
das; and when your Conſci- 
ence,di{tracted. with. the Horrqur 
of your Guilt, makes you cry 


Out, We- bave fenned 172 betraying Matth. 27. 
zynocent 4 


Matth. 16. 
26, 
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innocent Blood, will tell you, 
What is that to us 2 ſee you to 
that. Or, if by your Bargain, 
you have perhaps gain'd ſome 
Money, yet, What is a Man 
profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
World, and leſe his own Soul 2 
And ſhall not the Lord fmite 
his Hands at this diſhoneſt 
Gain ? Shall not this price of 
Soul-Blood bring in a Curſe with 
it > Shall it not make the Houſe 
where it comes, an / Aceldama 2 
And'ſhall not the'Curſe of God 
hover over that Tent where this 
accurſed thing is hid, as it did 
over Achar's, -with his Sacrile- 
g10US Treafure? Oh, tet 'the 
Bleſling' of God be : npon your 
Houſes ; and :let. never fuch a 
curſed Wedge come within them. 
Wherefore I befeech you, if e- 
ver- any Man ſhalt henceforth 
come to tempt'you to: ſuch. a St- 
moniacal Bargain, by the: offer 
of Money, or any Bribe, let 
your 


© os ad 4 at wn ed fn og na. w 


( 189 ) 


your Indignation evidence your 
abhorrency of ſuch a Sin, and 
your deteſtation of ſuch a Per- 
ſon ; and ſay to him as Sor 
Peter ſaid to Simon Magnus, Thy 
Money periſh with thee. And 
Im ſure, the Reward of ſuch 
honeſt Zeal fhali meet you in 
Heaven. 
Moreover, I warn you, as you 
would with to avoid the Guilt 
of the Blood of Souls, to confi- 
der well whom you Preſent to 
have Charge over them. Do 
not imagine to waſh your hands 
from this Guilt, by that frivo- 
lous Excuſe wherewith ſome 
flatter their own Conſciences, 
whilſt they would ſhift oft the 
whole Burthen from themſelves, 
upon the Biſhops and Gover- 
nours of the Church, ſaying, 
They are the only competent 
Judges of the Qualifications of 
the Perſons, whilſt the Patrons 
are no more concerned but to 
; Preſent 


Jere 48. 10, 
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Preſent them. But pray, Is not 
the Inveſting of a Perſon with 
a Charge over Souls, the Work 
of the Lord > Donot you give 
him a Title to the Charge ? 
And, if you do it without pro- 
bable grounds of his Ability for 
the Work, you do all your part 
to entruſt Souls to an inſuffici- 
ent Perſon 5 and 1s not this to 
do the Work of the Lord zegl:- 
gently, or deceitfully 2 (call it as 
you will.) And what the cer- 
tification thereof is, you know, 
But again, Suppoſe the Perſon 
unfit whom 'you Preſent, and 
that you either know {o much, 
or were indifferent whether he 
were ſo or not; and ſuppoſe 


the Biſhop to whom you tran!- 


mit him, either careleſs, or cot- 
rupt, and apt to comply with 
your Motions, or eafſie to be 
ſwayed by Solicitations, to -Ot- 
dain and Collate him to -the 
Charge ; tell me freely, whe- 
ther 
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ther you think you were not in 
the wrong to thoſe Souls over 
whom you Preſent ſuch a Per- 
ſon, in committing then to ſuch 
2 Steward as would ſtarvethem? 
Or, whether you think the Bi- 
ſbop's Sin could excuſe yours ? 


Sure I am, you cannot imagine 


ſo : For, if you will have none 
of the Guilt, why will you needs 
have an hand in the Work ? 
Or tell me, What is the End for 
which you have this Power ? 
Is 1t not, that you may improve 
the ſame for God's Glory, and 
the good of Souls 2 For which, 
if you have any tenderneſs or 
zeal, you will judge your Con- 
{ſcience more concerned, than to 
be ſo indifferent in your Choice. 
Nay, would God there were 
not ſome, who, having once 
Preſented a Perſon, how Inſut- 
ficient ſoever, do look upon it 
as a Reflexion upon themſelves 
to have him rejected; and 
there- 
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therefore, making all conſidera- 
tions of Conſcience ſtoop to the 
fancy of their Reputation, which 
they think engaged to eſpouſe 
and promote by all means ima- 


ginable, the deſign of their Pre- 


{entation, and account 1t their 
Honour, in ſpight of Oppoſiti- 
on, to ſet up their own infig- 
nificant Creature in a Charge 
over Souls. But how ſuch Men 
will anſwer for a Talent thus 
imploy'd, the Day of their 
Reckoning will tell. 
* Wheretore, I ſay, I would 
warn yon to conſider well whom 
you Preſent to the Charge of 
Souls; and whenſoever any oc- 
caſion thereof falls into your 
hands, I would adviſe you, firſt 
to have your recourſe to God, 
and falling down before the 
Throne of Grace, pray him who 
is the Lord of the Vineyard, to 
dire&t you aright for chooſing 
2 faithful Labourer to put in 
h Le 
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the vacant place, thereof ; and 
as the effect of ſuch Devotion 
pertormed in Sincerity, .yow 
may. confidently: expect Divine 
Counſel. and Concurrence. 
And next, it is requiſite you. 
make uſe of ſuch means, as 
whereby you may haye ſuffici- 
ent Information, : and beſt Ad- 
vice for fixing upon a Perſon 
moſt” ſuitable for the Charge. 
Fame may do ſomewhat here- 
in; your own _ Acquaintance, 
ind Knowledge of the Gifts and 
Qualifications of Men, may do 
much ;. but if you ſcruple, or. 
dare not, or cannot rely upon 
your own Judgment, then have 
recourſe to the Counſel and 
Advice of others. No doubt, 
you will not want - abundance 
who will be ready to obtrude 
their Advice and Recommenda- | 
tions, and perhaps vex: . you. 
with their Importunitiesz but; 
in a Matter of ſuch weight, 1 
I wiſh 
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wiſh you to be cautions whoſe 
Advice you make uſe of. 

Thoſe who ſerve you, may 
haply be ready to take the firit 
Advantage to be Interpoſers in 
this Aﬀair, and ſpecially ſuch 
who have a Preference in your 
Favour above their Fellows, 
will be very confident in their 
Recommendations, as preſu- 
ming they have the {way of 
your Ears. - But, be wary in 
taking the Advice of Servants 


herein, who, for the moſt part, 


are mercenary, and ready 'to 
make ſecret Simoniacal Bargains 
for a Preſentation, and "Then 


move you to oive what they 


have ſold, whilſt without your 
privity they gather up the 
Price. 

Beware allo, to conſult here- 
in any covetous Perſons : For 
their Eyes are common]y more 
towards Earth, than towards 
Heav en 3 and are wiſer for this 

World, 
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World, than for the World to 


come z and - you ſhall be ſure 
to find their Counſel tend more 
for your Gain, than for the” 
good of 'your Soul. And 'tis 
much, if there be not at the 
bottom ſome deſign for their 
own Advantage. 

 Bewarelikwile, to adviſe with 
thoſe who are of profane .and 
diflolute '- Lives ;' ' theſe will 
prove no-good Counſellors, for 
choice of one to the Holy Cal- 
lng: Such a one will be pre- 
terable in their Eyes, whoſe 
Converſation differs leaſt from 
their own 3 and from :whom, 
they expect leaft Severity againſt 


their Vices. 

Likewiſe, beware herein to 
conſult proud Perſons : They 
ml never recommend to: you 
or a Paſtor, but ſuch a one 


hom they preſume, they may 


ally tread upon ; or who they 


Fxpect will yield his Miniftery 


3.2 to 


Con 
to truckle to their ſupercilious 
Humours. 

Nay; in a word, I would 


wiſh you to: beware of taking: 
herein, the. Advice of 'any in 


whom the World, or carnal 
Aﬀe@ions, or Intereſts, or un- 
godly Luſts, haye a viſible Do- 
minion. But herein, call for 


the Counſel of fuch, whoſe 


known Sincerity, Piety and Pru- 
dence, do. commend them as 
Men fit-to be conſulted in Af- 
fairs that concern the Conſci- 
ence, whether they -be Church- 


men, or. others, - (Specially; x'| 


there be any ſuch within that 


Congregation. whereaft he to] : 


be Preſented is to have the] ;£ 


Charge. ) For, from ſuch, you 


may. expe&t the ſbundeſt and| 7 


moſt religious: Advice. :;, And by 


following this Method both] 


with God and Man, I am ſure 
you ſhall diſcharge your-felves 
ſo, as may probably maſt -con- 
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duce for the Advantage of the 
People's Souls, and certainly moſt 
for the Exoneration of your 
own Conſcience. 


CHAP. VIIL 

An humble Advice to Bi- 
ſhops and Governours of 
the Church. Een 


I May perchance, incur the 
Cenſure of Preſumption, for 
obtruding my Advice upon the 
Fathers and. Governours of the 
Church 5 but, it may be, I 
have had occaſion- to fee more 
of the Danger of that Malady 
which I am to repreſent unto- 


them, and to hear more of the 


Reproach they ſuffer upon that 
account, than is obvious to their 
L 3 Notice 5, 
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Notices and therefore, : 3f- zeal 
excite me to offer what in my 
humble Opinion: 1s convenient 
for their curing the one, and 
wiping off the other, I truſt 


{ ſhall thereby incur no 1mpu- | 


tation of Arrogancy at their 
Hands -; at- leaft, ' they will 
look upon it but as a detect of 
g00d Manners. 


Right Reverend, Fathers, The 
very" Title of your Office, pro- 
claims the Church to be under 
your overſight and if , you 
ſhould not take care to ſtop the 
Conduits of Corraption, where 
by ſhe may be infected; it Wer 
an overſight in the worſt {ente. 
And there' is no corruption 
whereof the Conduit hath more 
need to_ be ſtriftly block'd up, 
than that of Simony.* which, if 


ſuffered: to' ſpread,” Prodaceth 


moſt deplorable Effedts, in draw- 
ng 


f 
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11g upon the Church the 're- 
proach of her Enemies, the 
contempt of her Children, and 
many inward Diſcates, to the 


hazard of many Souls. . Ah ! 


How hath the climbing up of 
ſome, by pecuniary Patlages in- 
to the Church, opened | the 
mouths of Adverſaries, to re- 
proach us as Thieves and Kob- 
bers, who enter not in by the 
Door, nor have any Call from 
God ; and as Hirelings, who 
ſerve for bought Benefices > 
Ah! What a Scandal doth it 
breed to many Chriſtians ? And, 


how doth. it render the Holy 


Calling contemprtible generally 


amongſt . the Vulgar, and even - 


among(t thoſe who otherwiſe 
have thoughts of Veneration 
for.it, when they ſee it pro- 
ſtirate to M ſerchandife, and 
made a Matter ' of - buying and 
ſelling ? FT am ſure, amongſt 
all the Cauſes of the contempt 

I 4. oft 
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of the. Clergy, there is nothing 
that expoſeth them more to 


contempt, than this, to fee 


them tura ſo ignominiowus Ped- 
lers, as to make Merchandiſe 
of Spiritual Commodities. And 
what - evil Conſcquences may 
their Miniirery produce, who 
enter upon t#t by ſuch means, 
may be eafily conje&ured, if it 
be conſidered, that it holds no 
lels true in the Church than in 
the Common-wealth, that I- 
perium qui abs artihts acqui- 
froit, wix- unquam bonis artibus 
exercist + © He that comes to 


« Power by evil means, fcarce - 


* dath, he ever cxerciſe the fame 
«< Honeſtly ; but makes as ſmall 
*< Conſcience in his Adminiſtra- 
* tion, as he made in his Ac- 
* quifition, So that the Sauls. 
of People are 1n no {mall dan- 
ger of being obnoxious to all 
theſe Evils which may befall 
them, by the corrapt Miniſtery 


of 
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of thoſe whoſe Diſpoſition: 
leads: them, when they. are in,. 
to ſerve. the ſame Maſter by: 
whoſe help they entred. Now 
you, Dear. Fathers, are they, to- 
whole. care it belongs to reme--- 
dy. theſe Evils : It is your Pa-- 
ſtoral: Rod that muſt drive Sz- 
4107 Magus to the Doors, and: 
ſhut. them: againſt him z3: that 
fo the Church may enjoy. a: 
pure Miniſtery, the Flock may: 
be: delivered from' Danger; the- 
Paſtors. from: Reproach: and. 
Contempt, and. you yourſelves: 
from thoſe Scandals.-which: the- 
Adverſaries:-: of:. VOur: Govern-- 
ment: are | ready. to- caſt. upon: 
you, as. Connivers. at: all: Cor-- 
ruption.. And; what to: this-ef-- 
tect- 1s requiſite to. be done; in: 
confidence: of.” your: charitable- 
indulgence, T-humbly- give: my: 
Opinion: and? Thoughts... 
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- Firft,' Much deliberation and 
circum{petion 1s requilite, in 
the granting of Licenſe to Young 
Men to ſtep out to Preach the 
Golpel. For, :{ince. the Apoſtle 
z Tim. 5. hath given warning, to lay hands 
my ſuddenly' on no Man; this: be- 
| ing . the firſt ſtep in order to 
Impoſtion of Hands, and. an 
Act which puts then in ſome 
capacity tor Ordination, is not 
to: be done fuddenly' cither:: 
For, we, find by experience, 
that aſſoon as Youths are Li- 
cenſed to 'itep up in a Pulpit, 
It 15; for the moſt part, their 
next work; :1mmediately.;to lay 
themſelves - ont for a Charge-1n 
_ the Miniftery : ' And, 1ft they 
be either of covetous., or ambt- 
tious Inclinations, ..they cannot 
have patience ito wait upon'the 
occaſion of a fair Call, :biit'be- 
ing ſp.rrd forward by the hot 
Defres ether of Lucre, or Pre- 
ferment 3 if they find out a 
 covetous 
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covetous Patron, they preſe ntly 
Join with him in a Simonaacal 
Bargain. And there being fach 
a multitude , of theſe Young 
Preachers, they ſo throng: one 
another, that commonly the 
more modeſt, and more wor- 
thy, are thruſt beſide che Door, 
by thoſe, who, reloiving to 
make up what 1s waulting 11 
their Worth, by the diligence 
of their Endeavours, do more 
actively beſtir rhem(elyes, and 
fet their Friends awork, by alt 
imaginable means of Money 
and Bribery, to attain their end; 
For preventing whereof, it may. 
with. good reaſon be ſuppoted; 
that Licenſe for Preaching 
ſhould be granted to none, but 
upon ſerious and- mature deli- 
beration; and after” a circum- 
ſpect and diligent Search and 
Enquiry imto heir 'Qnalzficati= 
ons, not only of Literature, but 
of their Inchnations and-Diſpo- 

fitions, 
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Grions, .of their Humility, So- 
briety, Pradence, and. Piety in 
their Converſation. And then, 


there would be no ſuch muitt- 
tade,. nor ſuch malig, + for Plas 


CESe, 


— Geet Another: Mean: for 


the remedying of this Evil, 1s, 
to revive ſomewhat of the an- 
cicnt Diſcipline .of the Church 
againſt it, and to inflict upon 
thoſe whom you ſhall find 
guilty of this Sin of Simony, 
either 2 cenatt, aut effetu , 


in- Endeavour, or.in Deed, Cen- 
fares proportionable to. thar 


Guilt. This. Rod. of Eccleſta- 


fical Cenſure, 15, that-Scourge- 
which. your: Lord and. Maſter 
hath. put inco.your-hands, whoſe 
Example- ſhould: ſtir yp your 


Zeal; therewith. to drive the 


Buyers and: Sellers. out of the: 
Lemple;, . Your: Severity. againſt 
we Guil:y, will. not. only. prove. 

COLT an: 
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11 awful curb to reſtrain others: 

from. venturing upon that Sin 5, 

but will alſo create an abhor- 

rency. of it, m thoſe who be- 

fore harboured Lghter Senti- 

ments: thereof ; .and. will pro- 

claim your own Innocency, and 

| holy: Fervour, for purging of 

the Church, to the. Silencing of 

thoſe who reproach you. But, 

if you prove luke-warm in this 

Afﬀair, then conſider what Gre- 

gory the Great ſays, ( as I have 

told before, ) Participems ſe red- Apud Gra- 
dit alieng Simonie,. quiſquis con- — 
tra Simontacam Hereſin, pro afr Quiſquis 
fic ſus loco, vehementer non ex» Pf peu 

arſerit :- © He rendreth him 

« ſelf partaker of another | 


* Man's $:#z0uy, whoſoever, ac- 
* cording to his Place and Cal» F 
«ling, is not vehemently. zea- | 
* lopsagainſt it.. Or, if you:do. Þ| 
not infiit a Cenſure- properti- 
enable to the Crime, yen not 
only. thereby draw, upon. your: 
elves: 
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ſelves a ſuſpicion, that you have 
not a juſt feriſe of the hain- 
ouſneſs thereof, but you alſo 
encourage others to adven- 
| ture upon it with the 'great- 
er confidence : For, #4: leves 
pene, ibi gravia ſcelera ; great 
Vices ſpread the more when 
they are lightly puniſhed. 1 
ſhall not ſay, how the Church 
of old' would have centured 
thoſe whom they had found, 


though but by their Endex- | 


- vours, guilty of this Sin, 1n de- 
claring them altogether incapa- 
| ble of the Prieſthood ; but I'm 


:, ſure, for ſuch Tranfzrefſours, 


there ſhould be appointed ſore 
conſiderable time of Penance, 
for their own Humiliation, and 
for Terrour to others, cer e- 
ver- again they be. rendred. ca- 
pable of that Sacred Office. 


Thirdly, When any Man ad- 


dreſſeth himſett to you clothed 
with 
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with a Preſen:tidn, it were 
fit you "ſhout {eek 'to be 'in- 
tormed, by what means he 
_ by. It; and if you find 
; probable ground for -ſu- 
lon of ' $:morny, that you 
ſuſpend JOU" procedure - till it 
be: cleared: * And {6 much the 
rather, 1f he be a Perfon be- 


- twixt. -whoſe Parts: and the 


Charge to-which | he is Preſent- 
ed; thereis- a great Diſpropor- 
tion :-'iFor?! that: may -gtve-jalt 
ground of jealouſie, that all is 
not found. For, though it be 
the Patron's Right to give him 
a Title,” yet it. is) yours:to look 
to'the'Purity of his Entry, and 
to' be judges of his' fitneſs ' for 
the Charge 5 wherein, i you 


| find not ſatisfaction, you {ſhould 
be lother to lay your: Hands-up- *. '.-. 
on his Head, than to lay chem 


upon Thorns. -\ + 

I know, that in ſuch Caſes, 
you may readily have in your 
FR paige 
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profpe& many Inconveniencies,, 


and dangerous Conſequences, 


which this. may draw upon 
you, flowing from. the diſplea- 


ture of Patrons, or of ſuch 


great Perſons as may. be inte+ 
reſſed ;, at whoſe Hands you 
may fear much trouble which 
they may breed yon, together 


with the loſs of their. Favour, 
and. the ' worſt Effeds which 
their paſhonate Reſentments can 


threaten... But, may I .not bes 
feech: yon to- turn. away your: 
Eyes. from what may. follow. 
upon: , your. Doing, and: to fix: 
them upon- what is, your: Du-- 
ty: to-do ?;.; Far, he:who. rec-- 
koneth, the Sequels. before. his: 


Duty;, will, make his: Con- 


fcience:. truckle to: lis. F _ 


And ,as- Cypriar [ayS; frets © 
de- Epiſcapatur: vigore,1 9 dei E 


defra £ eubernande funblinii ac Di 
214; poteſtate, --—-; fe.ad bog ven- 
tape: Vis at perdaternm: minas,. at-- 
J.,9q1 que: 


PY 


we on © 4M — © 
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que inſedias pertintiſcamns +: 
« There's an end of Epiſco- 
« pal Authority, and the 
« Sublime and Divine Power 
* of Governing the Church, 
« if it be come to this paſs, 


« that we fear the Threats 


«* of evit Men, and the Snares 
* they may lay for us. But, I 
hope, the fears of theſe things 
from Men, wull neither move 
you, to {brink trom your u- 
ty, .Nor. tO comply with them 
in Sin z. : ſince you know, that 
your Lord and. Maſter hath fo 


often warned you, wot to fear |<: 
Mex ;. and, that you will nd war Matth 
much .more comfort and quiet 28, Ge. 


in your -Confcience , when-'to 
pleaſe God, you difpteaſe Man 
than, when by gratifying of 
Man, you diſpleaſe God. And, 
there is nothing will diſcou- 


rage Stmoniacal Deſigns more, 


than when Men (ce you care- 
fuk 


ES. 28 
ful to: countermine them, and 
| boldly to oppoſe them. 


Fourthly, Tt were moſt neceſ- 
ſary, that you ſhould revive 
ſomewhat of the ancient Diſ- 
cipline, againſt Simoniacal Pa- 
trotis. You know, the ancient 
Canons did {mite with Arathe- 
21a, Lay-Perſons, who tranſact 
ed in ſuch execrable Bargains. 
And truly , there 15 nothing 
could give 97zz0y a more mor- 
tal Wound, than to bring -un- 


der your Cenſures the Sellers, |- 


as well as the Buyers of Spi- 
. - Titual Offices, and to exercite 
- the Spiritnal Weapons of the 
Church equally againſt both. 


But Finally, I ſhould wiſh, 
That your zeal, . and care to 
ſtrengthen your own * Hands, 
for the purging of this Sin out 
of the Church, would move 

you 
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you by 'an unanimous and joint 
Addreſs': to our Sovereign,- to 
Petition his Majeſty, to give 
Strength to your: Endeavours 
by his Authority, in making 
ſuch Laws, as-might not: only 
oblige Patrons, as. well..as the 
Perſons preſented, to purge 
themſelves of Sizzouy before 
their Preſcntations be accept- 
ed ; but as might alſo make 


«% 


them lyable to fuch civil San- 


$f» 5 


tions (if found guilty,) as 


gave ſometimes been impoſed 


y the Laws of other Religi- 


ous and Pious Princes. And I 


am confident, ſuch an Addreſs 
would nat -only be acceptable, 
But would have a good effect. 


But now I ſhall ſay no more z 
and if any will condemn- me 
for_ having faid too_much, I 
hope he will juſtifie me, for 
whom I can never ſay enough ; 

alla 


GIVIL 
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and who knows, that-all IT have 


ſaid, hath been from a - ſincere 


Heart, and: zealous Defign: for_ 
the Purity of his Church, and 
Glory of his Blefled Name : 
whoſe - Glory I. defire my. be 
the end oft all as —_—— G 
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